
SILER CITY’S TOWN HALL

Renovations still inching 
toward completion

BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Renovations began at 
Siler City’s town hall back in 2020, with 
the expectation that all necessary work 
would be completed within six months. 

Town administration said at the time 
that the renovations were necessary to 
make the building more accessible and 
efficient for the public. 

But one pandemic and nearly three 

years later, the project is just now entering 
the final stages of  inspection before being 
able to open most of  the building to the 
public.

“As far as the building goes, we’re 
about 95% complete with the renovation 
project,” Siler City Town Manager Hank 
Raper told the News + Record. “And when 
I say 95%, that’s 95% of  what needs to be 
done so that the building can be opened 
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Chatham News + Record
The people 
who made 
Chatham 

exceptional
CN+R Staff Report

Chatham County is full of  charac-
ters whose stories provide us with 
awe and wonder. The place we know 
and love is defined by the people who 
make it a welcoming county to live, 
work and play.

Talk to any given person in the 
county and they’ll have a story 
unlike any you’ve heard before. From 
building homes for the mentally ill 
to cooking up meals for thousands, 
the people in Chatham are truly 
extraordinary. Throughout 2022, the 
News + Record has captured some of  
their stories. While it’s impossible to 
highlight all the noteworthy people 
we wrote about in the past year, here 
are 18 who made 2022 especially 
memorable:

1. Sera Cuni: Chef at Root Cellar Cafe 
who starred on Food Network

Sera Cuni rarely meets a competi-
tion she doesn’t want to enter.

Whether it’s Strong Man match-
es around the state or Guy Fieri’s 
Grocery Games on the Food Network, 
Cuni will take her talents wherever 
she can compete.

Recently, Cuni made it to the grand 
finale of  the 2022 N.C. Restaurant 
and Lodging Association’s Chef  
Showdown, where she showcased her 
smoked barbecue rubbed porchetta, 
southern Panzanella salad, grilled 
peaches, watermelon, corn, pickled 
peanuts, cornbread croutons and 
chow chow. She didn’t win the top 
prize, but she does have the distinc-
tion of  being the only female finalist 
among the savory chefs.

“The Chef Showdown was so much 
fun,” she told the News + Record back 
in August. “It was wonderful to see 
friends from all over the state who 
came out to cheer for me and to taste 
my food.”

Cuni, co-owner and chef of  The 
Root Cellar Cafe & Catering in Chapel 

CN+R Staff Report 

Historic is an understatement when 
discussing the progress of  Chatham 
in 2022. With more than $9 billion and 
9,000 jobs in promised economic invest-
ment through Wolfspeed and VinFast, 
the future of  the county was altered in 
significant ways by news that broke in 
the past year.

It was a year also defined by pri-
mary and midterm elections that saw 
Democrats win every contested race in 
Chatham, and where events at Cha-
tham County’s schools — in and out of  
the classroom — also made headlines.

From bustling businesses to bal-
lot battles, the Chatham community 
showed us resilience, inspiration and 
reasons to hope for a better future. 
While it’s hard to capture all the emo-
tions of  this incredible — and occasion-
ally trying — year that was 2022, there 
are highlights worth a look back. Here 
are 22 stories that defined 2022 in Cha-
tham, broken down by category. 

Education
The beginning of  the 2022-2023 school 

year was the first time since the pan-
demic began that masking became op-
tional in Chatham County Schools. And 

just as the masks came off, it seemed 
the gloves did, too.

The classroom became a political 
battleground both nationally and local-
ly. Debates over Critical Race Theory, 
religious expression in classrooms and 
masking showed the pervasiveness 
of  sometimes-competing ideologies. 
But through these debates, CCS also 
gave plenty of  reason for hope with 
improvements in test scores across the 
board and increased focuses on equity 
in the school system under the leader-
ship of  sophomore Superintendent Dr. 
Anthony Jackson. Here’s a few stories 
that showed the power of  education in 
Chatham:

1. In contentious 3-2 vote, CCS set for 
optional indoor masking in March

At the beginning of  February, Han-
nah McClellan reported on the debates 
surrounding masking in the classroom. 
In a contentious 3-2 vote Feb. 14, the 
Chatham County Schools Board of  Ed-
ucation began a gradual transition to 
optional masking “on or about March 
7,” dependent on the community trans-
mission metrics set by the state health 
department and the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

“We believe we came up with a bal-
anced approach to move this forward,” 
CCS Superintendent Anthony Jackson 

told the board regarding the district’s 
proposed roadmap to optional mask-
ing. “We believe that with the support 
of  our public health officials, we can 
manage this. We believe that given the 
appropriate structures, we can contin-
ue to do what we’re doing.

“The only caveat I will put out there 
is that if  the data begins to go back up,” 
he said, “We may have to come back to 
you and ask for a reversal.”

The board had voted on masking 
policies monthly since the pandemic 
began, but the February vote marked 
the first time the BOE opted for option-
al masking in the classrooms.

2. Community rallies around family of 
student who was subject of ‘slave auction’ at 
J.S. Waters

Concerned community organizers 
and activists rallied around the family 
of  a J.S. Waters student whose mother 
says was involved in a mock slave auc-
tion at the school in March, Bill Horner 
III reported.

The incident gained the attention 
of  organizations across the state and 
beyond. 

The nation’s largest Muslim civil 
rights and advocacy organization — the 

The year 2022 was one of triumph and remembrance in Chatham County, as these photos illustrate. From VinFast 
to vigils, from celebrating new students to remembering those we sadly lost, it was a year marked with milestones.

IMMUNIZATION HESITANCY?

Viral diseases surging
But Chatham’s kids 

bucking trends
BY BILL HORNER III

News + Record Staff

If  there’s growing vaccine 
hesitancy among parents in some 
pockets of  the U.S., data suggests 
that’s not necessarily true in 
Chatham County — where child 
immunization rates remain higher 
than N.C.’s overall rate.

Still, growing cases of  viral 
diseases among children are trends 
local health care professionals are 
watching.

Johnsie Hubble, the infection 
preventionist and employee health 
director at Chatham Hospital in 
Siler City, pointed to recent na-
tional stories about the resurgence 
of  viral diseases such as varicella 
(chickenpox), measles, mumps and 
rubella (German measles) in the 
U.S.

Included was a Dec. 26 article in 
The Washington Post which cited 
growing anti-vaccine sentiment 
— driven by the pandemic and the 
politicization of  the COVID-19 vac-
cine and school mandates — among 
some parents. A resultant drop in 
child immunization rates in pockets 
of  the U.S. has led to higher num-
bers of  measles and chickenpox 

cases and more hospitalizations. 
“The article notes that there 

is more hesitancy to vaccinate 
children for routine childhood vac-
cines, and this is concerning that 
it may result in more outbreaks 
of  vaccine-preventable diseases,” 
Hubble said. “There is an outbreak 
of  varicella in Ohio among children 
whose parents opted not to vacci-
nate them. The pandemic has mag-
nified this due to a lot of  misinfor-
mation around COVID vaccines.”

Hubble quoted the article as say-
ing most of  the sentiments against 
vaccine mandates are among those 
“who identify as Republican or lean 
that way,” with that percentage 
doubling since the pandemic.  

A new Kaiser study found 44% of  
those surveyed felt parents should 
be able to opt out of  childhood 
vaccines, up from just 20% pre-pan-
demic, according to the Washington 
Post story. It also said more than 
one-third of  parents with children 
under the age of  18 should be able 
to opt out of  vaccinating their chil-
dren as a requirement for attending 
public schools, even if  that meant 
creating health risks for others.

“And there are other diseases, 
such as polio, with a case in the 
northeast — not vaccinated — and 
testing now finding polio in waste-

See REVIEW, page A10
See PEOPLE, page A6

See VIRAL, page A12 See OPENING, page A3

Staff photo by Taylor Heeden

Siler City’s town hall has been undergoing renovations since 2020. The second 
and third floors are close to completion, according to Town Manager Hank Raper. 

2022: A YEAR IN REVIEW

22 STORIES THAT DEFINED CHATHAM
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• Events are subject to 
change based on closures 
related to the coronavirus 
pandemic. Verify with 
organizers prior to events.

ON THE AGENDA
• The Chatham County 
Board of Commission-
ers will hold its annual 
board retreat beginning 
at 9 a.m. each day from 
Tuesday, Jan. 10, until 
Thursday, Jan. 12, at the 
Chatham County Agri-
culture & Conference 
Center in Pittsboro.
• The Pittsboro Board of 
Commissioners will meet 
for a regular meeting at 
7 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 9, 
at the Chatham County 
Agriculture & Confer-
ence Center. The meeting 
will be livestreamed onto 
YouTube.

OTHER
• Siler City’s City Hall is 
currently under renova-
tion. The Planning and 
Community Development 
Department is now locat-
ed on the first floor and 
can be accessed through 
the front door to City 
Hall (door facing North 
Second Avenue). Public 
parking is available in the 
town parking lot located 
along the 100 block of  
East 3rd Street (parking 
lot is located between 
North 2nd Avenue and 
North Chatham Avenue).
• Chapel Hill residents 
will gather at 5:30 on 
Friday, January 6, for a 
candlelight vigil rec-
ognizing the 2nd anni-
versary of  the January 
6 invasion of  the U.S. 
Capitol. Following the 
vigil, at Franklin and Co-
lumbia, they will march 
to the University United 
Methodist Church, at 150 
E. Franklin, where they 
will hear from legislators 
Allen Buansi and Renee 
Price. Pre-recorded re-
marks by Congresswom-
an Valerie Foushee will 
also be presented.
• Chatham Chamber of  
Commerce is announc-
ing the Green Beagle 
Lodge, Pittsboro, 
Ribbon Cutting and 
Open House on Saturday, 
January 7, at 4 p.m., 120 
Lodge Lane in Pittsboro 
with refreshments/open 
house following until 7 
p.m. The award-winning 
Green Beagle Lodge is 
celebrating the opening 
of  its Pittsboro location. 
The sparkling 12,000 sq. 
ft. facility offers board-
ing, daycare, grooming, 
bathing, and training on 
its 14-acre campus.
• Chatham Community 
Library is offering free 
online classes on Mic-
rosoft Word in January. 
Class descriptions and a 
registration link can be 
found at www.chatham-
countync.gov/Computer-
Classes. Call 919-545-8086 
or email reference@
chathamlibraries.org for 
more information - Mic-
rosoft Word Basics, Part 
1:  January 12, Thursday, 
3 p.m. Learn how to 
create and format docu-
ments in Microsoft Word. 
This class is designed for 
beginners. - Microsoft 
Word Basics, Part 2: Jan-
uary 19, Thursday, 3 p.m. 
Build on the concepts 
learned in Part 1. Create 
bulleted and numbered 
lists, insert charts and 
tables, add headers 
and footers, and more. 
Participants should have 
prior basic experience 
with Word. - Microsoft 
Word: Beyond Basics: 
January 26, Thursday, 3 

p.m. Learn about more 
advanced tools in Micro-
soft Word, including mail 
merge, macros, and fill-
able forms. Participants 
should have prior basic 
experience with Word.
• Chatham Communi-
ty Library to Present 
Virtual Film Screening: 
Uphill All the Way; In 
recognition of  Mental 
Wellness Month in Jan-
uary, Chatham Commu-
nity Library will host a 
virtual film screening of  
Uphill All the Way (2000). 
This program is free and 
open to the public, Thurs-
day, January 12, through  
Thursday, January 19, 
a virtual program. This 
is the astounding true 
story of  five troubled 
teenage girls who face the 
challenge of  their lives. 
Access to the virtual 
screening will be avail-
able beginning Thursday, 
January 12, by visiting 
https://www.wmm.com/
virtual-screening-room/
uphill-all-the-way-watch-
page-chatham-commu-
nity-library. A password 
is required at the time of  
viewing. Those interest-
ed may contact social.
library@chathamlibrar-
ies.org to request the 
password or for addi-
tional information. The 
library has purchased a 
hard copy of  the film if  
residents who wish to see 
the film miss the virtual 
screening window. Resi-
dents may also visit the 
libraries’ website www.
chathamlibraries.org, 
or contact the Library at 
(919) 545-8084 or rita.van-
duinen@chathamlibrar-
ies.org for more infor-
mation on this and other 
events and programs.
• Chatham County Public 
Libraries to host Winter 
Reading BINGO Challenge 
- Children and teens are 
invited to participate at all 
Chatham County Public 
Libraries branches from 
January 3 through Feb-
ruary 11. The Challenge, 
sponsored by the Friends 
of the Chatham Commu-
nity Library, is open to 
youth ages 2 thru18. Read-
ers participate by picking 
up a reading BINGO 
sheet at their local library 
branch and completing a 
5-in-a-row BINGO to earn 
a free book (one book per 
participant, while supplies 
last). All readers who 
complete at least one BIN-
GO will be entered into 
a drawing for a $50 Gift 
Card to McIntyre’s Books. 
For more information 
about the Winter Reading 
BINGO Challenge, or 
other youth events and 
programs at the Public 
Libraries, contact youth.
services@chathamli-
braries.org or visit www.
chathamlibraries.org.
• The Chatham Soil and 
Water Conservation 
District announces its 
2022-2023 conservation 
poster, essay, and public 
speaking contests. The 
theme for this year is 
“Water … The Cycle of  
Life.” All contests are 
open to public, private, 
charter, and home school 
students. The poster con-
test is open to students in 
grades 3, 4, and 5. Essay 
and public speaking con-
tests are open to grades 
6, 7, 8, and 9-12. Entries 
are judged by grade level, 
with the exception of  
grades 9-12. Grades 9-12 
will be judged together 
for each contest. - Poster 
and essay contest entries 
are due to the Chatham 
Soil and Water Conserva-

tion District office located 
at 1192 US 64 W Business, 
Pittsboro, N.C., 27312 by 
February 28, 2023. Those 
who wish to compete in 
the public speaking con-
test will need to contact 
Education Coordinator, 
Brandy Oldham, by 
January 16, 2023. -- For 
complete details, rules, 
study materials, and N.C. 
curriculum standards 
correlation information, 
individuals may contact 
Ms. Oldham at 919-545-
8440 or brandy.oldham@
chathamcountync.gov. 
Information also can 
be found by visiting the 
Chatham Soil and Water 
Conservation District 
Conservation Contests 
web page under the Ed-
ucation Programs link, 
www.chathamcountync.
gov/swcd.
• CORA will hold its 11th 
annual Empty Bowls 
Event on Sunday, March 
19, at Galloway Ridge. 
Tickets will go on sale 
in February. They are 
now requesting in-kind 
donations of  pottery 
for this event. Please 
include business cards 
or brochures with your 
pottery to be displayed at 
the event. They ask that 
all pottery be donated 
to CORA by January 20, 
and if  you need it to be 
picked up, get in touch 
with Rebecca at rebecca@
corafoodpantry.org or 
919-491-5896. 
• St. Bartholomew’s 
Episcopal Church 
provides a healthy meal 
at no cost to those who 
come to us hungry at 
noon on Thursdays. We 
provide a place of  hospi-
tality and fellowship for 
everyone. All are wel-
come, regardless of  race, 
sex, age, national origin, 
religious preference, 
handicap, or income.
• The Chatham Historical 
Museum is open Wednes-
day, Thursday and 
Fridays, 11 a.m. until 4 
p.m. We will be following 
the governor’s directives. 
Adult and kid friendly; 
no admission fee. Our 
permanent exhibits cover 
all aspects of  Chatham’s 
unique history. The 
museum is located in the 
historic Chatham County 
Courthouse in the Circle. 
More info at https://cha-
thamhistory.org.
• The Chatham Arts 
Council has put to-
gether a relief  effort 
specifically for artists 
and arts-workers called 
CAARE: Chatham Artist 
and Arts-Worker Relief  
Effort. For more infor-
mation on CAARE, or 
to donate, visit Cha-
thamArtsCouncil.org.
• Second Bloom an-
nounces their winter 
hours from 10 a.m. until 
4 p.m. Tuesday until Sat-
urday. Credit cards are 
accepted. We are located 
at 630 E. Street, Pittsboro, 
in the Food Lion shop-
ping center. All proceeds 
provide support for survi-
vors of  domestic violence 
and sexual assault and 
promote community ed-
ucation in collaboration 
with Chatham County.
• Foster and/or adoptive 
information: Give chil-
dren a safe place to grow. 
Interested in becoming a 
Foster and/or Adoptive 
parent? Call 919-642-6956 
to learn more.
• Alcoholics Anony-
mous — North Carolina 
District 33, call the Help 
Line at 866-640-0180 for 
the meeting schedule for 
this area.

UNITED WAY AGENCY PROFILE

CHATHAM COUNTY 
4-H: Empowering youths

4-H’ers learn by doing through enrichment, training
Editor’s note: this is one of  a series of  
profiles of  Chatham County nonprofits 
served by the United Way of  Chatham 
County, which is in the process of  finish-
ing its annual fundraising campaign. 
For more on the United Way or to donate 
toward this year’s goal, please go to 
https://unitedwayofchathamcounty.org.

Program: 4-H School Enrichment, 
Club Leadership, Camping, and Spe-
cial Interest Programming

Reach: about 2,300 youths annually
What we do: Our mission is to assist 

youth in acquiring the knowledge, life 
skills, and attitudes that will enable 
them to become empowered members 
of  society.

How we do it: The central theme of  a 
4-H education is the “learn by doing” 
opportunity. Youth have the opportuni-
ty to participate in a variety of  activ-
ities, from county-based experiences 
to national competitions, including 
public speaking, camping, workshops, 
livestock shows, and STEM school 
enrichment projects.

Our impact in Chatham: Each year, 
4-H serves approximately 2,400 youth 
through school enrichment, camping, 
special interest, and community club 
programming. Youth gain invaluable 
life skills, leadership training, and 

technical skills that they can use to 
improve themselves and their commu-
nities.

How we measure success: Measuring 
youth learning outcomes, especially 
in the areas of  science, healthy living, 
civic engagement, and college/career 
readiness, is a critical first step for 
us to determine the impact of  4-H on 
youth, and we see those successes in 
and outside of  the classroom here in 
Chatham.

Our biggest challenge right now: More 
so than ever, there is a tremendous 
need to get youth involved in program-
ming to provide them with essential 
life skill development in safe, nurtur-
ing environments. We need the kind 
assistance of  community members to 
act in volunteer roles to help mentor 
and support youth throughout Cha-
tham.

Year founded: 1909
Staff: 2
Director: Dr. Ginger Cunningham, 

County Extension Director and Exten-
sion Agent, 4-H Youth Development & 
Forestry

Coordinates: 1192 US Hwy 64W Busi-
ness, Suite 400, Pittsboro, NC 27312; 
919-542-8202.

On the web: https://chatham.ces.
ncsu.edu
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and publicly accessible.”
Raper said supply 

chain issues, the age of  
the building and other 
factors led to the almost 
three-year delay. 

“  When you have an 
80-year-old cinder block 
building, unfortunately, 
when you start digging 
into things and start 
trying to replace things, 
you find other issues,” 
Raper said. “There’s 
been a lot of  change 
orders to this project — 

not because we changed 
the scope of  what the 
project was intended to 
be, but because we’ve 
uncovered more sys-
temic issues with the 
building.”

The project was origi-
nally set to cost $500,000, 
but that has quickly bal-
looned to more than $1.2 
million. Raper said the 
increased costs could be 
attributed to a multitude 
of  factors, including the 
sudden rise in inflation 
rates in the last year. 

“Inflation and costs 
came in significantly 
higher than we antici-

pated because the cost 
of  everything has gone 
up,” Raper said. 

Inflation hikes and 
supply chain issues as a 
result of  the COVID-19 
pandemic have played 
a major role in delay-
ing the completion of  
the town hall project. 
Another culprit, Raper 
said, is sub-contracting 
work — which was also 
not up to the highest 
standard and had to 
be redone on multiple 
occasions. 

“Just to be honest, 
poor, soft subcontractor 
work had work that had 

to be redone, or subcon-
tractors didn’t show up 
to complete the job in a 
timely manner,” Raper 
said. 

Despite setbacks, the 
town hall is nearing 
the end of  its necessary 
repairs for the building 
to be reopened to the 
public. Raper said final 
inspections for the new 
elevator and the HVAC 
system are set to take 
place early this month, 
and he hopes the second 
and third floors of  the 
building will be open by 
the end of  January. 

“The main goal is to 

get the second and third 
floors open because 
those are the floors that 
administration and most 
departments for needs 
of  the public such as 
planning and finance of-
fices are located,” Raper 
said. 

There’s still some 
work to be done in the 
basement, which is 
where the Public Works 
Department will be 
housed. Raper said, how-
ever, since that area isn’t 
needed right away for 
public access, the work 
is hyper-focused on the 
second and third floors. 

“We’re trying to make 
it so the building is 
accessible on the second 
and third floors as soon 
as possible while we 
continue to work on the 
basement,” he said.

Raper said the project 
has been frustrating, 
not just for the public, 
but for town staff and 
elected officials. He said 
he hopes the inspections 
scheduled for the com-
ing weeks will be able 
to close a chapter in the 
renovation project. 

The work, however, 
won’t stop when most of  
the town hall opens to 
the public again.

Raper said there are 
still other accessibility 
items including per-
manent ADA ramps, 
badge systems and an 
improved courtroom 
AV system that need to 
be completed in town 
hall after it reopens, but 
many of  those items 
will be constructed or 
improved until after the 
building is reopened to 
the public. 

“There are other 
things related to the 
building that at some 
point need to be ad-
dressed, and we’ve just 
compiled a list of  what 
all those things are for 
the board so that they 
understand what still 
needs to be done,” Raper 
said. “I don’t want to 
give the impression that 
after we’ve completed 
this and the buildings 
reopened, everything’s 
been addressed with 
that building because 
that would not be true 
… The board is going 
to have to decide how 
many of  those things 
they will tackle.”

Reporter Taylor Heeden 
can be reached at theed-
en@chathamnr.com.

OPENING
Continued from page A1

‘POWER TO DO THE RIGHT THING’

Jeff Nieman sworn in as new District 
Attorney for Orange, Chatham

BY BEN RAPPAPORT
News + Record Staff

HILLSBOROUGH — When 
Jeff Nieman was 5 years old, he 
was a star on the soccer pitch. 

His father, John, said Jeff 
was typically the team’s top 
goal-scorer, but recalled games 
when he’d brush back praises 
and accolades from family and 
friends until he was assured a 
teammate — a boy named Den-
nis — was safe and sound.

Dennis, Jeff’s youngest and 
smallest soccer teammate, 
often was dropped off at games 
without family members to see 
him play.

“Where’s Dennis?” Jeff 
would say, according to his 
dad. And it wasn’t until Jeff 
was assured that Dennis was 
OK, and in good hands, that 
he felt comfortable enough to 
celebrate the team’s win or his 
own star performance.

It was that sense of  fairness 
and equality — shared by John 
Nieman about his son — that 
helped earn Jeff the role as the 
next District Attorney for Cha-
tham and Orange counties. 

In front of  a packed Orange 
County Courthouse in Hills-
borough on Monday, Nieman 

was sworn into office by Supe-
rior Court Judge Allen Bad-
dour. Nieman is just the fourth 
District Attorney to represent 
Chatham and Orange since the 
district split from Alamance 
County 40 years ago.

He replaces longtime DA Jim 
Woodall. Woodall had served 
as the district attorney for 
Prosecutorial Dist. 18, which 
encompasses all of  Orange 
and Chatham counties, since 
2005. He’d previously served as 
the district’s assistant district 
attorney for 17 years, and in 
the spring of  2021 alerted the 
judicial district’s bar about his 
decision not to seek re-election 
in 2022. 

In the last May’s Democratic 
primary election, then-assis-
tant DA Nieman was elected 
over his fellow assistant DA, 
Kayley Taber, with 53.7% of  the 
vote. He didn’t face a Republi-
can challenger in November.

Nieman has worked in the 
Dist. 18 office since 2006, when 
he interned there. In 2012 he 
helped create the Outreach 
Court in Orange County, which 
helps address the needs of  
those experiencing homeless-
ness who have been charged 
with a crime by connecting 

them to community resourc-
es instead of  jail. He also  set 
up a driver’s license resto-
ration program in 2009 to help 
address the issue of  poverty 
in the criminal justice system 
by helping those convicted of  
traffic crimes pay their tickets 
if  they’re in a vulnerable posi-
tion. With the help of  Woodall, 
Nieman advocated for the 
Driver’s License Restoration 
Act, which was enacted in 2015 
by the N.C. General Assembly.

On Monday, Nieman vowed 
to continue working toward a 
more equitable and just system 
for all residents of  his district. 

“Everyone believes we need 
to have a fair criminal justice 
system,” he told the News + 
Record. “What seems to be the 
consensus is that there’s no-
body who has a greater ability 
to move the criminal justice 
system in the more positive, 
progressive, equitable direc-
tion than the DA.”

Nieman acknowledged that 
the district, which stretches 
from Chapel Hill to Siler City, 
includes people with varying 
socioeconomic status, back-
grounds and worldviews, but 
he vowed to serve everyone 
in the district, as he promised 
through his campaign for 
office.

“We went to every corner of  
Chatham and Orange coun-
ties,” Nieman said. “We need 
to meet people where they are 
over the course of  this ser-
vice.”

The new DA said he would be 
meeting with attorneys in both 
counties to lay the ground-
work for the term and let them 
know they have his respect and 
support.

The retiring Woodall said he 
and Nieman have been outlin-
ing the transition process since 
May’s election. Nieman has 
been proactive in his approach 
to helping staff and fellow as-
sistant DAs with the transition 
of  power, Woodall said, adding 
that there’s a bigger difference 
than most realize between 
assistant DA and being at the 
helm.

“Jeff’s ready for it but I think 
he’s going to be surprised 

that he has to make the final 
decision on so many different 
things,” Woodall said. “It’s 
everything from office policy 
to big cases and policies for the 
whole district.”

Woodall said while there 
will be an adjustment period, 
he predicts Nieman will be the 
“best district attorney” the 
district has ever had. He thinks 
Nieman’s devotion to justice 
and the region will earn him 
multiple terms in office.

Along with being Jeff’s 
father, John Nieman is also the 
chief  public defender in Guil-
ford County. He said his son 
has always had pride in this 
area. When Jeff was a senior in 
high school, his father got a job 
in Guilford County, but Jeff re-
fused to leave the place he fell 
in love with: Chapel Hill. He 
would go on to graduate from 
UNC and serve as the student 
body president for two terms.  

The passion for the area is 
especially important because 
of  the people working in the 
DA’s office, Woodall said. Many 
of  the current DA staff have 
been in the office for a decade 
or more, which the outgoing 
DA said he believes is part 

of  what makes this district 
special. 

“It’s a different world out 
there now than when I entered 
this office 32 years ago,” Wood-
all said. “Prosecution is viewed 
in a different lens than it ever 
was before. There’s a lot more 
criticism. Jeff’s ready for it.”

As he addressed those who 
attended his swearing-in cer-
emony on Monday afternoon, 
Nieman said he understood the 
power and responsibility that 
came with the office of  the DA. 
He said he recognized that his 
decisions may draw criticism, 
or that the actions of  others 
may place blame on his shoul-
ders, but he would always be 
proud to hold the office for the 
people of  his community. 

“Never in any job have I had 
as much power to do the right 
thing,” Nieman said. “This 
isn’t about self-aggrandize-
ment, it’s about responsibil-
ity. I take that responsibility 
seriously and I will do my best 
every day to make you proud.” 

Reporter Ben Rappaport can 
be reached at brappaport@
chathamnr.com or on Twitter 
@b_rappaport. 
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The newly sworn-in District Attorney for Chatham and 
Orange counties, Jeff Nieman, addressed a full Hillsborough 
Court House on Monday. He vowed to push for a more 
equitable criminal justice system in the district.
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Jeff Nieman stands next to his wife and children as he 
is sworn in as the new District Attorney for Chatham 
and Orange counties on Monday at the Orange County 
Courthouse in Hillsborough by Superior Court Judge Allen 
Baddour. Nieman is the fourth DA to serve District 18 since 
it split from Alamance County 40 years ago. 



A menagerie
My family 

scooted down to 
the North Caro-
lina coast for a 
couple days last 
week to celebrate 
the holidays with 
extended family. 
The kids received 
more Christmas 
presents, includ-
ing a turtle for 
my daughter — a 

hand-carved wooden one, that is. 
Sweet Baby Jesus, my kids don’t 
need another pet!

But their Santa list was filled with 
live animals. A hamster, gerbil and 
guinea pig. Not just one, but all of  
those critters! My daughter even 
asked for a puppy. When I clarified 
that, surely, she meant a stuffed an-
imal — not another real dog! — she 
shook her head.

“One dog is not enough!”
There are actually no animals 

mentioned in the Bible at the birth 
of  Jesus. (The recently deceased 
Pope Benedict XVI pointed this 
out in his book about the infancy 
narratives.) But tradition has it that 
Mary rode a donkey to Bethlehem. 
There were shepherds, so sheep are 
often included in the scene. Cattle 
“lowing” is from the popular carol 
“Away in a Manger.” 

Lobsters were with the Sweet Baby 
Jesus in the movie “Love Actually.” 

It can get a little out of  hand.
Possibly because they have heard 

about the manger their whole lives, 
my kids want their own menagerie. 
Not livestock, but definitely a herd 
of  rodents. Oh, they promise, they 
will take care of  them! They will 
feed and water them!

I replied that I’d be happy to get 
them a small plant.

They made another counteroffer 
— a snake!

My dear friend owns a pet snake. 
Recently, Mango was introduced to 
my sons during an afternoon visit 
to her house. The boys have not 
stopped talking about this expe-
rience. No, stuffed snakes did not 
slake their desire.

Thankfully, I have an important 
ally at home. My wife is not on 
board for more animals, whether 
rodent or reptile. She’s a firm “no.” 
The kids know better than to pester 
her. They have long known which 
parent is more likely to bend.

As I relaxed with my dog in our 
otherwise animal-free living room, 

the kids approached bearing peanut 
butter-filled pretzels from Trader 
Joe’s. Their scouting report showed 
all my weaknesses.

“Dad,” the eldest began. “We have 
an idea about a new pet.”

I stopped, midchew.
“You can get us a bearded drag-

on.”
I’d sooner shave my own beard!
Back to the beach house: Upon 

arrival, we discovered the presence 
of  certain furry little creatures by 
their, ahem, “presents” dropped in 
the pantry. My kids spent a good 
hour scouring the house for them. 
I was touched that they wanted to 
help rid the house of  mice.

“No, Dad. We want to take them 
home!”

Andrew Taylor-Troutman is the 
pastor of  Chapel in the Pines Presby-
terian Church. His newly-published 
book is a collection of  his columns 
for the Chatham News + Record 
titled “Hope Matters: Churchless 
Sermons.”

Thankful that some faux pas still aren’t de rigueur
I distinct-

ly remem-
ber when 
I learned 
what a faux 
pas was. 
I’d been 
caught, as 

a 12-year-
old, com-
mitting 

one — licking my knife, and in 
a nice restaurant, to boot — in 
the company of  my grandfa-
ther. 

He was a man not known for 
pulling punches when it came 
to life critiques.

“Son,” he said, with bewil-
derment in his voice, “now 
that’s what they call a faux 
pas.”

I wasn’t sure what “that” 
was. Nor was I familiar with 
the phrase he used. He was 
an eager teacher, though, and 

in short order I learned that 
using one’s tongue to remove 
a morsel of  gravy from your 
table knife was strictly ver-
boten. (That’s another word 
from Bill Horner Sr.’s colorful 
vocabulary — a preponderance 
of  which had just four letters). 
And as a bonus I picked up 
some French with which I 
could use to tease my brainy 
sister Belinda. As in, “You 
know, it’s just not right for you 
to make better grades than me. 
Chill out on the studying. A 
girl being listed higher on the 
honor roll than her brother is a 
real faux pas.”

A faux pas, of  course, is 
defined as a significant or em-
barrassing error or mistake. 
List of  such include things like 
socially awkward or improper 
acts or remarks. You know: 
speaking with your mouth full 
of  food. Checking your iPhone 

in the middle of  a conversa-
tion. Forgetting to unmute 
yourself  on Zoom, or not using 
your turn signal when I’m driv-
ing behind you.

The nature of  the faux pas 
means that they’re most seri-
ously committed in the com-
pany of  witnesses. Which begs 
the question: Can you commit 
a faux pas at home? Maybe. I 
mean, aside from not wearing 
pants on a Zoom call?

When I said to my prim and 
proper wife a few weeks ago, 
“Son, that’s what they call a 
faux pas,” I probably crossed 
some kind of  pedantic bound-
ary. But the reality is she’d 
touched her tongue to her knife 
during dinner at home, and 
because she commits so few 
fouls (marital, social, Scrabble 
or otherwise), I felt like I had a 
responsibility — not necessar-
ily to correct her, but to share 

with her my nearly five-de-
cades-old faux pas memory, 
and to casually inform her that 
the French phrase translates 
into “false step.”

She wasn’t so amused. In 
addition to living with my 
smart aleckyness for 32 years, 
she minored in French in 
college. 

At any rate, just like the 
so-called “soft skills” we 
used to acquire on the way to 
adulthood, gaffes and impro-
prieties ain’t what they used 
to be. Cell phones, cable TV 
news, social media, “Karen” 
videos, primeval presidential 
tweets and mask-shaming have 
helped lower the bar. The lines 
between what’s considered a 
faux pas and what’s considered 
de rigueur have been blurred.

Still, it’s wise to pursue good 
manners and to practice things 
like self-awareness and kind-

ness. And to know not to use 
the “OK” hand sign in Brazil or 
the U.K. And to not give some-
one in Iran or Iraq the “thumbs 
up,” or touch someone’s head 
in Thailand. And to not smile 
at people in Korea you don’t 
know.

And for heaven’s sake, to 
know that you don’t take bub-
blegum into Singapore. (Look 
that one up.)

So what about licking your 
plate when supper’s just about 
done? I can imagine what my 
grandfather would have said 
about that one. But I know for 
sure what my grandmother 
would have done: she’s pass 
me one of  her mouth-watering 
biscuits and say, “Son, there’s a 
better way to clean your plate.”

Bill Horner III can be reach at 
bhorner3@chathamnr.com or @
billthethird. 

Still not too late 
for resolutions 

that really make a 
difference

They — whoever “they” are 
— tell us memory is the first 
thing to go.

I don’t remember what’s next.
But recently a thought has 

come to me that even though 
we’re now into 2023 and I’m still 
trying to remember to put that 
on checks and other documents, 
it still isn’t too late to make a 
couple of  resolutions for the 
upcoming year. And they all 

revolve around forgetting more than remembering. 
Humor me, if  you will, on this one.

In working on a Sunday morning message, I read 
about some things that would be good for us to 
forget in the New Year, and I share them with you 
while also trying to take my own advice.

One thing we should forget is past success, 
whatever form it takes. It’s human, of  course, to 
rest on our laurels and accomplishments. And 
it feels good to succeed, but there’s a danger in 
remembering the past too much: it can paralyze 
us from looking forward and make us look down-
ward on other folk who may not have been quite 
so successful.

Another thing to forget is just the opposite; we 
should forget past failures — and for the same 
reason. We’ve all had them, whether it’s the grade 
of  8 that I once made on a high school chemistry 
test (my fault: I didn’t like chemistry and I didn’t 
study) or being passed over for the job promotion I 
once wanted.

If  we drink too long from the fountain of  failure 
we no longer want to go to the fountain at all for 
fear of  failing again. And the longer I live, the more 
convinced I am of this one thing: we all experience 
failures — personal, family, business, spiritual — 
but none of  us are failures if  we keep at it and do 
our best.

A third thing to forget, and one that seems to be 
prominent in human life, is to forget past grievanc-
es. Keeping score is something that should only 
happen in ball games, not in relationships. It’s been 
my sorrow to see family members all but come 
to blows over a piece of  property or a slight that 
happened years ago, sometimes so long ago that 
even though the grudge has been nursed for years, 
the folks involved can’t remember what it was that 
first upset them.

Don’t keep a list of  resentments; don’t lug all 
your old grudges into 2023; don’t make new ones; 
get over running battles with family members; 
resolve gripes with your parents (regardless of  
your age or theirs); if  you’re mad at God because 
your life isn’t all you wanted it to be, do something 
about it. Get over your anger and turn your life 
around.

And finally, forget your handicaps and fears.
All of  us have some kind of  “handicap.” For 

some folks it’s an excuse to do nothing; for others, 
it can be an excuse to do better. For instance, I’ll 
admit up front that I know basically nothing about 
the workings of  the internal combustion engine. 
You do not want me to stick a screwdriver into the 
4-barrel carb on your Chevy Super Sport. But it’s 
possible, if  I’m interested, that I could find some-
one who would teach me the way around a set of  
wrenches.

And fears … President Roosevelt in the dark 
days of  the Depression and World War II told the 
nation the only thing we have to fear “is fear itself.” 
Are there some unpleasant things in life? Does it 
get dark at night? The answer to both is “sure.”

But the answer, I believe, is found in hope. The 
old adage says “where there’s life there’s hope.” 
I think it’s more the other way around — where 
there’s hope there’s life.

Forgive and be forgiven. Have faith in yourself, 
others and God. 

A little verse I ran across sums it up this way: 
“It’s better to walk in the dark with God than walk 
alone in the light; it’s better to walk with Him by 
faith than walk alone by sight.”

Let’s try to forget those things this year and 
get back together in 360 or so days and see how it 
turned out.
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There are actually no animals mentioned in the Bible at 
the birth of Jesus. (The recently deceased Pope Benedict 
XVI pointed this out in his book about the infancy 
narratives.) But tradition has it that Mary rode a donkey 
to Bethlehem. There were shepherds, so sheep are often 
included in the scene. Cattle “lowing” is from the popular 
carol “Away in a Manger.” 
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Democratic court blew it  
on redistricting

I’ve been on 
the redistrict-
ing beat a long 
time. Back in 
the early 1990s, 
I wrote numer-
ous articles 
criticizing 
the collabo-
ration among 
Republican 
and NAACP 

activists to maximize the num-
ber of  black-majority districts. 
After the egregious Democratic 
gerrymander of  2001, I cheered 
on the lawsuit that ultimately 
became the Stephenson v. Bart-
lett case, which overturned the 
gerrymander and enforced the 
state constitution’s rule against 
unnecessarily splitting counties 
in legislative maps.

Later I endorsed and helped 
organize multiple coalitions to 
reform the process by amending 
North Carolina’s constitution. 
Just as the whole-county pro-
vision had acted as a check on 
gerrymandering in Stephenson, 
we argued that adding other 
redistricting criteria such as 
compactness to the constitution 
could erect additional guardrails 
against abuses.

What I never believed — and 
what I still consider a patently 
fallacious argument — is that 
North Carolina’s constitution 
already contained redistrict-
ing rules discoverable in such 
clauses as “all elections shall be 
free” and “no person shall be 
denied equal protection of  the 
laws.” We had, after all, spent 
many years seeking to persuade 
state lawmakers to place a 
redistricting-reform amendment 
on the ballot precisely because 
the current state constitution 
did not contain the safeguards in 
question.

Other reformers disagreed. 
More to the point, Republicans 
had won legislative majorities 
in 2010 — running in districts 
drawn by the other party, mind 
you — while a few years later 
Democrats regained a majority 
on the North Carolina Su-
preme Court. State and na-
tional Democrats decided they 
couldn’t pass up the opportuni-
ty to sue.

Their federal litigation ulti-
mately hit a dead end. The U.S. 
Supreme Court declared, correct-
ly, that similarly vague language 
in the federal constitution did not 
empower the federal judiciary 
to police partisan gerrymander-
ing or supplant the role of  state 
legislatures in drawing congres-
sional maps.

Their litigation in the state 
courts went a different direction, 
however. Back in February, the 
four Democrats on the state’s 
highest court ruled in Harper v. 
Hall that the North Carolina con-
stitution’s general protections of  
free elections, equal protection, 
free speech, and free assembly 
did, in fact, constitute legitimate 
grounds for state courts to judge 
the fairness of  districts drawn 
by the General Assembly — and 
even for judges to use their own 
consultants and resources to 
draw the maps instead.

The practical effect was that 
the 2022 elections for the Gener-
al Assembly and U.S. House of  
Representatives were held within 
districts that were either drawn 
by court-appointed “special 
masters” or by legislators subject 
to a court order. Republicans still 
won a supermajority in the state 
senate and came within a seat of  
winning one in the state house, 
though Democrats fared better in 
the congressional races.

That was far from the end of  

the legal fight. Both the Demo-
cratic plaintiffs and Republican 
defendants were dissatisfied. 
Both appealed separate ele-
ments of  the decision. On Dec. 
16, the North Carolina Su-
preme Court issued another de-
cision in Harper v. Hall. Once 
again by a party-line vote, 
Democratic justices affirmed 
their original findings and even 
threw out the senate districts 
we just used in the election, 
ordering the legislature to try 
again in 2023.

I lack the space to describe in 
depth the majority and dissent-
ing opinions here. If  you’re so in-
clined, go read them yourself. To 
my mind, the folly of  the Demo-
crats’ original decision is clearly 
exposed. By liberally construing 
the state constitution to prohibit 
what its text clearly does not, and 
then refusing to spell out specific 
legal and numerical criteria for 
lawmakers to follow, the Dem-
ocratic justices have created an 
intolerable mess.

And as my John Locke Foun-
dation colleague Andy Jackson 
has observed, they have also like-
ly doomed the litigation strategy. 
Whatever happens next year, the 
defendants are likely to appeal to 
a new North Carolina Supreme 
Court with an originalist major-
ity. The Harper v. Hall standard 
“is a dead man walking,” Jack-
son predicts.

That doesn’t mean redistrict-
ing reform itself  is dead. It just 
means we’ll have to do it the 
proper way: by amending the 
state constitution.

John Hood is a John Locke Foun-
dation board member. His latest 
books, Mountain Folk and Forest 
Folk, combine epic fantasy with 
early American history (Folklore-
Cycle.com).

JOHN HOOD
John Locke 
Foundation

North Carolina food: great resources,  
great challenges

Let’s take a 
culinary trip 
across North 
Carolina.

Our leader 
will be food 
expert and 
retired 
UNC-Chapel 
Hill profes-
sor Marcie 

Cohen Ferris. Our guidebook 
will be her latest book, “Edible 
North Carolina.”

For many years I traveled 
across our state searching 
for old-time country cooking 
eateries and simple barbecue 
restaurants, places where the 
locals meet to catch up with 
community news.

Ferris and the group of  food 
experts she assembled for her 
book have taught me that I 
missed a lot about our state’s 
foodways. They are changing 
and there is a growing aware-
ness of  conflicts between the 
goals of  low-cost food produc-
tions, fair compensation of  
food workers, and protection of  
the environment.

Ferris’s experts show how 
the state’s food scenes are 

changing. They explain the 
challenges that will face those 
who work for food equity and 
justice.

For instance, food writer 
Andrea Weigl explains how 
some barbecue restaurants 
have been transformed from 
modest places serving ‘que and 
a handful of  sides and sweet 
tea to restaurants with “full 
menus with appetizers and 
desserts, table service, cloth 
napkins, a full bar and even 
valet parking.”

One of  Weigl’s examples 
of  this new trend is Buxton 
Hall in Asheville, far away 
from the homelands of  classic 
Lexington and Eastern styles 
barbecue. Buxton Hall’s chef  
and co-owner Elliott Moss 
buys pasture-raised whole 
hogs — “up to fourteen hogs to 
serve between 3,000 and 6,000 
customers during lunch and 
dinner seven days a week.”

The suggestion that one 
of  the state’s best barbecue 
restaurants might be in far-
away Asheville would have 
drawn laughs just a few years 
ago.

Back to the coast where 

Harkers Island advocate 
Karen Amspacher explains 
how the state’s commercial 
fishermen work to meet the 
demands of  customers “who 
want fresh, local, sustainable 
seafood.”

She worries that “campaign 
contributions, lobbyists, and 
media campaigns assure 
well-funded recreational user 
groups that allocations of  fin-
fish in particular, a public-trust 
resource, will be dedicated to 
those who have the time and 
money to fish for leisure rather 
than those who fish for a living 
and provide North Carolinians 
with the state’s best, freshest 
seafood.”

Durham chef  and Saltbox 
Seafood Joint restaurant own-
er Ricky Moore was recently 
named Tar Heel of  The Year 
by The News & Observer of  
Raleigh. He supports Am-
spacher’s efforts, and believes 
that local, seasonal fish taste 
superior, offers more diversity, 
and, most important, supports 
North Carolina fisherfolk.

“My guests at Saltbox want 
to know where to purchase 
their seafood,” he says. “My 

advice is to go to your local 
fish market. At your neigh-
borhood restaurants, do they 
serve regional fish? Where 
do they source their fish? Do 
not assume that all North 
Carolina restaurants get their 
seafood from our coast. Ask 
questions. What part of  the 
North Carolina coast does 
the seafood come from? Is the 
fish in season? How do they 
acquire their seafood, where 
and when and from whom? 
My guests also want to know 
how fish should smell. If  it 
smells fishy or rotten, it is 
old and has been handled 
incorrectly. Fresh seafood 
should have no smell at all or 
only the icy, fresh whiff of  the 
ocean.”

Former UNC-Chapel Hill 
and current Emory University 
professor Malinda Maynor 
Lowery takes readers to Robe-
son County where her Lumbee 
Indian kin introduce us to fried 
cornbread and collard sand-
wiches, food traditions they 
share with non-Indian rural 
neighbors.

Durham resident and N.C. 
State community food system 

outreach coordinator Shorlette 
Ammons “grew up Black and 
Country, and honestly, I have 
never had a strong desire to be 
anything else.”

Her description of  the annu-
al hog killing contrasts with 
the “environmental cost of  
industrial hog farming.” Strug-
gling “to work effectively with-
in institutions that historically 
perpetuated racial injustice 
requires a fair amount of  soul 
searching,” she says.

But, she continues, “Food, 
farming, family, freedom — 
and the audacity to confront 
the contradictions they muster 
— are inherent to our history 
these stories are weighted by 
ancestry and remembrance, 
like the heaviness of  wet tobac-
co leaves.”

These examples and many 
others demonstrate how Fer-
ris’s authors give recognition 
to North Carolina’s admirable 
food resources and the chal-
lenges that accompany them.
D.G. Martin, a retired lawyer, 
served as UNC-System’s vice 
president for public affairs and 
hosted PBS-NC’s North Caroli-
na Bookwatch.

D.G. MARTIN
One on One

Can we have one 
more week of 

Christmas? 
Was it just me or did Christmas come 

too early? Yes, it’s always Dec. 25, but it 
seemed like we were still eating Hallow-
een candy when Christmas neighbor 
goodies started showing up on our 
doorstep. I’m not alone. Most of  my 
family and friends said Christmas came 
on them too soon, adding they were ex-
hausted. Thanksgiving was Nov. 24, and 
the Sunday following was the first day 
of  Advent. The season was hurried and 
harried as we had to get more done in a 

compressed time frame. 
This is normally the column each year where I pontifi-

cate and postulate about what to expect in the coming year, 
but I had a pretty lousy win-loss record on 2022 predictions 
and decided to forego the exercise this year. For example, I 
predicted we would see the re-emergence of  the traditional 
Republican Party in North Carolina — clearly not the case. 
I forecast that Republicans would win 9 of  our 14 congres-
sional seats; the actual outcome was 7-7, one of  few elec-
tions where Democrats did well. I predicted Pat McCrory 
would win our U.S. Senate election, but he didn’t even win 
his primary. I boldly stated North Carolina wouldn’t expect 
to see any more “elephant-sized” industrial announce-
ments in ‘22, but it was another blockbuster year for new 
job announcements.

Sadly, my most accurate predictions were where I was 
also most pessimistic. We did see the level of  rage and mis-
trust go up in almost every imaginable category, especially 
road rage, customer anger and gun violence. 

Instead of  my usual hard-hitting, always insightful 
columns, what I really wanted was one more week of good 
tidings, peace on earth, homemade goodies and Hallmark 
movies. OK, I admitted it. I promise to focus on current 
events over the next 52 weeks but permit me, and perhaps 
join me in a few more moments to take a breath, get a cup 
of  eggnog and reflect on Christmas. 

What were your favorite Christmas memories? I was glad 
to have participated (as Caesar Augustus) in our church’s 
“living nativity,” a whimsical, yet basically accurate revisit-
ing of  the Christmas scripture. 

Other highlights included a personalized calendar for 
2023 with each month displaying different family pictures. 
Knowing I love jigsaw puzzles, there were several outstand-
ing ones, especially one of  1,000 pieces displaying seed 
packets and another with the barrels of  candy from the 
Mast General Store. I got a copy of  William Powell’s North 
Carolina Gazetteer, a marvelous book with 20,000 referenc-
es of  every geographical nook and cranny in our state. 

And who can’t enjoy getting a new edition of  The 
Farmer’s Almanac, the 195-year-old publication edited and 
printed in Winston-Salem? Inside was a page looking back 
100 years to 1923. It noted the mass production of  Kellogg’s 
Corn Flakes and talked about shopping from catalogs. 
Growing up in the ‘50s, I fondly remember the annual Sears 
Christmas catalog, dog-eared and worn out long before 
Santa came. And the Almanac reminisced that people were 
starting to take photographs with the new Kodak cameras.

Blum’s Farmer’s Almanac has monthly calendars for 
the next four years, first and final frost dates, when it’s best 
to plant or harvest flowers and vegetables, and the always 
widely read (but not always widely accurate) weather fore-
casts. The current edition doesn’t predict much measurable 
snow for us but does forecast lots of  hot and humid weather 
in spring and summer, accompanied by much rainfall. We 
could use it. 

We enjoyed visits with good friends with whom we 
haven’t had enough time recently, reinstituted some family 
traditions modified or canceled during the pandemic, and 
started some new ones.

Compressed though it was, we experienced a genuine 
spirit of  bonhomie and good humor. It just wasn’t long 
enough. On a personal note, year’s end will be special as 
Lib and I celebrate 57 years of  marriage. We still marvel 
that we put her parents through having to handle Christ-
mas and a wedding within days of  each other. 

TOM 
CAMPBELL
N.C. Spin
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Hill and the Café Root 
Cellar, a sister restaurant 
in Pittsboro, was also one 
of  two Triangle area chefs 
to make it to the finals.

2. Bob Hagemann: 
Chatham County Attorney 
who was the secret weapon 
behind VinFast, Wolfspeed

What do Charlotte’s 
Bank of America Sta-
dium, Fujifilm, VinFast 
and Wolfspeed all have in 
common?

The legal work on these 
massive N.C. economic 
development projects was 
overseen by one man: Bob 
Hagemann.

Hagemann, an attor-
ney at Poyner Spruill 
in Raleigh, is now in his 
third year as the attorney 
for Chatham County’s 
governmental opera-
tions, and in that short 
span, he’s already made 
a huge impact — playing 
an instrumental role in 
bringing more than $9 
billion and 9,000 jobs in 
economic development to 
the county this year and 
helping set the stage for 
decades of  growth and 
change.

His peers would de-
scribe him as laid-back, 
humble. The kind of  guy 
you’d enjoying catching 
up with over a glass of  
wine. But underneath 
Hagemann’s easygoing 
exterior is someone who 
knows how to get the job 
done, and whose skilled 
approach to the tasks 
at hand earned him the 
nickname — assigned 
by Michael Smith, the 
president of  Chatham’s 
economic development 
office — “Billion-Dollar 
Bob.”

3. Michael Smith: Presi-
dent of Chatham Economic 
Development Corporation 
who helped bring VinFast 
and Wolfspeed here

In an age where land-
ing even a $50 million 
economic development 
project is considered a 
major win, Michael Smith 
sheepishly admits the 
numbers generated in 
Chatham County during 
2022 were almost “car-
toonish” in scope.

Smith, the president 
of  Chatham’s Economic 
Development Corpora-
tion, is the chief  internal 
engineer of  the county’s 
industrial development ef-
forts. It all got started last 
March with VinFast — at 
the time, with $4 billion in 
investment and 7,500 new 
jobs, the biggest industri-
al announcement in N.C. 
history. The Vietnamese 
company is now more 
than a third finished with 
site preparation work 
on its land at Triangle 
Innovation Point, near 
Moncure, the future home 
of its massive electric ve-
hicle (EV) manufacturing 
plant set to roll out EVs 
in the summer of 2024. 
(Plant construction will 
begin early this year.)

Add in semiconduc-
tor maker Wolfspeed’s 
$5 billion, 1,700-job 
announcement for the 
Chatham-Siler City 
Advanced Manufacturing 
site in September, and 
FedEx’s April shipping 
hub launch near the 
VinFast site, and Smith 
acknowledges something 
truly unprecedented 

here: more than $9 billion 
in investment and 9,000 
new jobs coming to rural, 
potential-laden Chatham, 
all announced within the 
span of a few months.

Which is to say: even af-
ter landing the two largest 
economic development 
projects in state history, 
Chatham County isn’t 
finished yet. The county 
still has more megasite 
property available than 
any county in the state. So 
even after an extraordi-
narily busy 2022, Smith’s 
2023 calendar could be 
just as full.

4 & 5. Mary Nettles & Bob 
Pearson: Community Re-
membrance Coalition-Cha-
tham leaders who made a 
mark(er)

Mary Nettles was raised 
in Pittsboro and still lives 
there. Bob Pearson grew 
up on a farm in Tennes-
see, then got a law degree 
and served in the Foreign 
Service, working under 
six presidents in more 
than 50 counties before 
retiring in Fearrington 
Village. She’s Black; he’s 
white. 

In 2022, their four-year 
collaboration — through 
local branches of  the 
NAACP and the help 
from fellow members of  
the Community Remem-
brance Coalition-Cha-
tham, which they help 
found together — culmi-
nated in the placing in 
September of  a histori-
cal marker in Pittsboro 
remembering the legacy 
of  Chatham County’s six 
lynching victims. 

The work began in 2018, 
and when the marker was 
unveiled and dedicated 
near the courthouse in 
Pittsboro, Pearson re-
minded everyone of  what 
preceded the unveiling.

“We are here today 
because history requires 
that this story be told,” 
Pearson said. “Others 
now and in the future 
can read this marker and 
learn and be inspired by 
it to continue to bring jus-
tice to our community.”

He said justice cannot 
be achieved without 
truth, and that the work 
of Nettles and the rest of  
the CRC-C was meant to 
reconcile Black history 
in the county and seek a 
progressive way forward.

The unveiling came 
just days after Nettles, 
Pearson, and other CRC-C 
members traveled to 
Montgomery, Alabama, 
to visit the Equal Justice 
Initiative’s two landmark 
projects: The Legacy Mu-
seum: From Enslavement 
to Mass Incarceration and 
the National Memorial for 
Peace and Justice.

After returning from 
the trip, Nettles said she 
was most impacted by 
the room with the sign, 
“A MAN WAS LYNCHED 
YESTERDAY.”

“The room also dis-
played hundreds of  jars of  
soil from around the Unit-
ed States, with the name 
of the person lynched, 
date and year lynched 
and a short story educat-
ing the public about the 
lynching,” she said.

Those jars included 
soil from sites from 
Chatham’s six lynching 
victims, which Nettles 
helped collect.

“In addition to the 
stories I have heard, I 
was able to see and read 
about a painful truth that 

needs telling of  a long 
history of  racial injustice 
and wrongful convictions 
against people of  color,” 
she said.

One of  the next steps 
Pearson said the CRC-C 
may devote energy 
toward is recognizing the 
enslaved Africans who 
were brought to Chatham 
County with European 
settlers. Currently, the 
Historical Museum in 
Pittsboro has a plaque 
of  “the first settlers of  
Chatham County,” but 
Pearson said it includes 
only white European 
names.

6. Jim Vanderbeck: Viet 
Nam Veteran remembering 
his fallen fellow soldiers

Many men and women 
from Chatham County 
have served with distinc-
tion in the military, but 
every year, as Veterans 
Day approaches, Jim 
Vanderbeck’s memories 
of  war are particularly 
poignant and painful. 

In August 1969, he had a 
chance to move from crew 
chief  on aircraft #64-13161 
to an additional replace-
ment ship — as aircraft 
were called — as flight 
engineer on a Boeing 
manufactured Chinook 
CH-47 being used by the 
Army. The fateful switch-
ing of  “ships” would have 
eternal consequences.

“My friend Jim Mott 
was not surprised at my 
reassignment to the new 
ship as we had celebrated 
the previous night in the 
flight platoon hootch (liv-
ing quarters) we shared; I 
took his picture,” Van-
derbeck remembered in 
a first-person Veterans 
Day story he wrote for the 
News + Record. “Jim Mott 
and I were both unaware 
at the time that two crew 
chiefs would be showing 
up for one flight engineer 
position in a conflicting 
situation the next morn-
ing, but Mott had been 
expecting a replacement 
crew chief, nonetheless.

“Aug. 30, 1969, is indel-
ible in my mind, but the 
exact timing during the 
remainder of  that day is 
now a bit blurry.

“161 took off with its 
five-man crew for the 
day’s sorties as I con-
tinued to work on 141. 
Sometime later, word 
came out along the 
flight-line that one of  the 
company’s ships went 
down. I went to the flight 
operations shack to get 
more information. The 
report came in by radio 
that the downed ship was 
161 but there was little ad-
ditional information just 
then. The mission board 
showed the ship had been 
supporting the Austra-
lians out of  Nui Dat base 
camp. More info started 
to come in that the ship 
had crashed in the jungle 
short of  their intended 
LZ (landing zone), FSB 
Diggers Rest. The jungle, 
the ship’s jet-fuel, and 

the exploding ordinance 
the ship was carrying 
prevented on-the-ground 
field forces from quickly 
getting to the downed 
ship.

“A little later, it was re-
ported that there were no 
survivors of  the five-man 
crew.”

Vanderbeck later flew 
over the crash site; the 
outline of  a Chinook was 
burned into the jungle, he 
wrote.

“The cockpit was sepa-
rated from the rest of  the 
ship and the pilots, Bobby 
Gray and Marvin Butter-
field, had been intact in 
their seats but were dead. 
Jim Mott, Scott Verner 
and Greg Trimnal were 
consumed by the fire that 
completely burned the 
remaining 52-foot fuselage 
except for the massive aft 
rotor head.”

Now, the 113-acre 
site Vanderbeck owns 
in Chatham County is 
being used to recognize 
and honor “the sacrifices 
made that enabled me 
to literally continue my 
life … We decided we 
would name our road 
Greg Trimnal Circle and 
look for opportunities in 
the future to name other 
areas of  our land after 
the rest of  the crew of  
64-13161.”

He wrote that he and 
his wife, Marie, are 
moving closer to their of  
recognizing the ultimate 
sacrifice of  the crew of  
161.

“Oh,” Vanderbeck 
wrote. “How I miss them!”

7. Airryn Wharton: North-
wood student who saved her 
father’s life

When Airryn went 
outside to warm up her 
car on that chilly Feb. 
7 morning, she noticed 
her father had returned 
from driving her younger 
sister to school. But when 
she came back outside to 
leave for school herself, 
his car was still there — 
in the same spot.

That was unusual, 
Airryn thought.

Normally, her dad 
would have already left 
for work. When Airryn 
investigated, she found 
him inside the car, his 
head against the window 
— unconscious.

Airryn immediately 
ran to get her mother and 
brother, who were inside, 
and then called 911. The 
car doors were locked, 
but the window was down 
and the family managed 
to open the door, pull 
Reginald Aaron Wharton 
Jr. from his vehicle and 
lay him down flat upon 
the driveway.

The sound her dad 
made sounded like snor-
ing to Airryn. But she 
knew — thanks to a class 
she took at Northwood — 
that it wasn’t.

Airryn proceeded to 
perform CPR on her fa-
ther and continued chest 
compressions for about 

six minutes until help 
arrived. That sustained 
him until a police officer 
and Emergency Medical 
Technicians arrived; an 
ambulance then whisked 
her dad to UNC Hospi-
tals, where he remained 
until late afternoon before 
being released.

Wharton’s CPR train-
ing at Northwood High 
School saved her father’s 
life. 

8. Rose Pate: founder of 
JMArts

For 41 years, one 
woman has occupied the 
desk in the middle of  the 
Jordan-Matthews High 
School library. It’s been a 
space for students to have 
their college essays read, 
contemplate difficult life 
decisions and feel safe in 
the often chaotic times of  
high school.

Now, the woman behind 
the desk — a bedrock of  
the J-M community — is 
retiring. Rose Pate cele-
brated her final year at 
J-M on a Wednesday night 
last June with a special 
retirement ceremony in 
the school’s auditorium. 
The ceremony featured 
more than 50 current 
students, staff and alumni 
dating as far back as the 
class of  2006.

The auditorium seemed 
a fitting place for Pate’s 
retirement ceremony as 
the founder and pres-
ident of  JMArts, the 
nonprofit organization to 
enhance arts education at 
J-M. When Pate found-
ed JMArts in 2011, the 
school barely had enough 
funding to put students 
on stage in a costume. 
She wrote and produced 
three one-act musicals, 
working with J-M chorus 
teacher Matt Fry. The 
final one was “Twi-School 
Musical,” a mashup of  
the Disney hit “High 
School Musical” and the 
Twilight books, which 
they performed because 
the school couldn’t afford 
rights to perform a Broad-
way show.

Since then, J-M has 
performed nine Broadway 

musicals, including “Into 
the Woods,” “The Little 
Mermaid” and “Oklaho-
ma!” The theatre program 
is set to perform its 10th, 
“Shrek the Musical,” next 
spring.

Pate’s leadership in 
the arts extends beyond 
theater. She’s also been 
instrumental — pun 
intended — in supporting 
the band, chorus and 
visual arts programs.

Pate remains involved 
as president of  JMArts, 
even after her retirement.

9 & 10. Craig Witter & 
Tammy Matthews: founders 
of Pittsboro Youth Theater

Craig Witter and Tam-
my Matthews, co-found-
ers of  the Pittsboro Youth 
Theater, make the humble 
stage in downtown Pitts-
boro a place of  family. 
Over the years they’ve 
seen the company evolve 
and grow, but the commu-
nity they’ve created along 
the way has followed 
them.

The couple first opened 
PYT out of  the Pittsboro 
Community House, where 
they ran the operation for 
five years before moving 
into their own space 
around the corner in the 
Pittsboro Center for the 
Arts. Now, after five years 
the theater is set to move 
again.

At the end of  2022, 
PYT was in the midst of  
moving into a new, bigger 
space in Bynum. It’ll be a 
home that is authentically 
theirs, Witter said. Unlike 
previous spaces, they’re 
designing everything 
essentially from scratch 
to make it the optimal 
place for youth theater 
rehearsals, music lessons, 
dancing, and of  course, 
charming performances.

“There’s just no way 
we can stay here,” Witter 
said. “Business as usual 
won’t cut it.”

PYT is expanding faster 
than the corner space in 
downtown can keep up 
with, so the bigger space 
was a necessary move. 
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Staff photo by Tanner Bubeck

Michael Smith, the president of the Chatham 
Economic Development Corporation, speaks to 
the audience during a ‘Corridors of Opportunity’ 
panel at the Chatham County Agriculture & 
Conference Center in Pittsboro. 

Staff photo by Bill Horner III

Bob Pearson of Pittsboro, who helped 
organize CRC-C and led the effort to place the 
memorial marker, watches as Chatham County 
Commissioner Karen Howard receives it on behalf 
of the county.

Extra Curricular 
Activities

College Preparatory
Tuition Free

Chatham Charter School
Chatham Charter School is now accepting applications for openings in kindergarten and limited 

openings in first through eleventh grade for the 2023-2024 school year. Kindergarten applicants must 
be five years of age on or before August 31, 2023. The application period ends on January 27, 2023.  

Applications may be submitted online (www.chathamcharter.org) under the “Admissions” link, at the 
school (2200 Hamp Stone Road, Siler City) or by calling (919) 742-4550.

Chatham Charter School administers all education programs, employment activities, and admissions without discrimination 
against any person on the basis of gender, race, color, religion, ethnicity, national origin, age, disability, ,or other 

legally-protected classification.

La Escuela de Chatham Charter
La Escuela de Chatham Charter ahora está tomando aplicaciones para espacios del kinder y algunos espacios 

desde el primer grado hasta el grado once para el año escolar 2023-2024.  Los niños que asistan al kinder 
deben tener cinco años de edad ántes del 31 de agosto, 2023.  El periodo de aplicación termina el 27 de enero, 

2023.  Puede completar una aplicación al Internet (www.chathamcharter.org) al enlace Admissions, a la 
escuela (2200 Hamp Stone Road, Siler City) o por una llamada (919.742.4550).

 La Escuela de Chatham Charter es una escuela pública, multidenominacional, y no lucrative que provide una 
educación de la calidad para los niños de todos las razas, los credos, una condición de discapacidad, 

y los origines nacionales.

Small Class Size
Individual Attention
Over 30 middle and
 high school sports 

teams offered

Las clases pequeñas
Atención individualizada

Ofrecen ṅas de 30 
equipos de deportes para 

los grados 6-12

Las actividades
extracurriculares
La preparación de 

universidad
Ensenanza gratuita
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When Witter and Mat-
thews first began the en-
deavor they never thought 
it would expand to where 
it is today. What used to 
be one musical a year is 
now an average of  seven 
shows annually, a music 
school, and most recent-
ly, a competitive troupe 
preparing for the Junior 
Theater Festival (JTF).

What started with five 
families is now bigger 
than ever with more than 
120 families consistent-
ly participating in the 
shows. They’ve even hired 
others to help out with the 
operation including cho-
reographers and a music 
director.

In 2022, Witter and 
Matthews celebrated the 
10-year anniversary of  
making PYT a home on 
stage for kids throughout 
Chatham County.

11. Thava Mahadevan: 
founder of Tiny Homes 
Village at the Farm at Penny 
Lane

On a bright fall morn-
ing, Thava Mahadevan 
heads down a gravel 
pathway to a clearing 
surrounded by orange 
construction tape and 
a circle of  trees just 
beginning to fade in 
color. At the moment, the 
construction site itself  
isn’t particularly impres-
sive; white stakes in the 
ground demarcate plots 
of  land and a septic route 
while tire tracks etch the 
soft mud of the property.

But through Ma-
hadevan’s eyes, it’s the 
foundation of  a dream 
years in the making.

In 2009, when Ma-
hadevan purchased 40 
acres of  farmland in a 
neighborhood off Chapel 
Hill Road in Pittsboro, the 
idea of  one day creating a 
space for safe, affordable 
housing was just a hope-
ful vision.

A licensed clinical 
addiction specialist and 
director of  operations at 
the UNC Center for Excel-
lence in Community Men-
tal Health, he founded the 
Farm at Penny Lane in 
2012 using a “holistic and 
sustainable approach” to 
improve the quality of  life 
for those with serious and 
persistent mental illness.

Over the next 10 years, 
Mahadevan and his team 
at the Farm at Penny 
Lane saw the develop-
ment of  the organic thera-
peutic farm and its recov-
ery-oriented programs, 
from music and yoga 
classes to animal-assisted 
and horticulture thera-

pies. Addressing social 
determinants of  health 
and centering those with 
lived experiences are at 
the core of  the Farm’s 
practices.

“So it’s a place to really 
build on the notion that 
collective impact makes 
a big difference,” Ma-
hadevan, who also serves 
as executive director of  
local nonprofit Cross 
Disability Services, told 
the News + Record in 
October.

Now, the Farm is 
getting closer and closer 
to seeing another part of  
its community finally in 
practice: the Tiny Homes 
Village.

The Tiny Homes 
Village, located on the 
grounds of  the Farm at 
Penny Lane, will have 
15 tiny homes; each will 
be built on a permanent 
foundation and encom-
pass around 360 square 
feet. Five of  the homes 
will be reserved for veter-
ans with chronic health 
conditions, and the village 
will also have an outdoor 
pavilion and a clubhouse 
with fitness and cooking 
facilities.

12. Anna Hackney: 
18-year-old who spoke out 
against her sexual assault

Anna Hackney was 
raised in a household 
where the family unit 
was the most loved and 
trusted entity.

Little did she know it 
would be a member of  her 
own family who would be-
tray her in the worst way 
possible: between the ages 
of  11 and 15, Hackney was 
sexually and emotionally 
abused by an uncle.

“As I got older, it 
definitely made me more 
uncomfortable, and it defi-
nitely made me feel like 
he targeted me,” Hackney 
told the News + Record 
in December, almost a 
month after her uncle’s 
sentencing. “I definitely 
started to realize that 
what was happening 
was normal for me, but I 
needed to find out if  it was 
normal for anyone else.”

That uncle, John Mark 
Ellington, stepped into 
Hackey’s life after her 
parents divorced. Hack-
ney found herself  at the 
home of Ellington and his 
wife, often on a weekly ba-
sis; the two helped to fill 
in the gaps when needed. 
But Hackney said Elling-
ton began sexually abused 
her — touching her inap-
propriately, beginning at 
age 11 — and, according 
to Hackney, blaming the 
various medications he 
took for his actions.

Two years after re-
porting Ellington to the 

authorities, Hackney is in 
trauma-specific therapy. 
She still attends weekly 
sessions with her thera-
pist, Mary Miracle, and 
says the sessions have 
helped her learn to cope 
with the years of  abuse 
she suffered at the hands 
of  her uncle.

Hackney said she wants 
to help others with what 
she’s learned from Mir-
acle, and ultimately, she 
wants to use her voice to 
help others in situations 
like hers.

“It is one of my goals to 
be an advocate for people 
of all ages who’ve through 
any kind of sexual trauma 
— to be available, to be a 
friend to talk to,” Hackney 
said. “I think that I could 
help point people in the 
right direction, and help 
get them the help that they 
need. Plus, I have tips that 
I’ve gotten from therapy 
that I would love to share 
with somebody.”

13. Jennie Knowlton: 
founder of Quiltmaker Cafe, 
feeder of the hungry

Jennie Knowlton 
established the non-
profit Quiltmaker Café 
in February 2021 with 
her husband David and 
daughter Elizabeth and 
a simple vision: to open 
a permanent fast-casual 
restaurant in Pittsboro 
using a pay-what-you-can 
model, in which those 
eating set their own price 
for the meal. Donations 
can take different forms, 
including monetary, pro-
duce or donations of  time 
through volunteering.

Knowlton said there 
are around 50 other cafés 
in the country using the 
same model, and under 
the umbrella of  the One 
World Everybody Eats 
nonprofit organization.

Quiltmaker Café, which 
has been serving meals at 
community events while 
it aims to establish a loca-
tion in Pittsboro, follows 
seven tenets: pay-what-
you-can pricing, the abil-
ity for guests to choose 
portion sizes, the ability 
for guests to volunteer 
in exchange for a meal, 
serving healthy and local 
food, offering a communi-
ty table as “an equalizer” 
to guests, paid employees 
receiving a living wage 
and volunteers making up 
the majority of  restaurant 
staff.

Knowlton, who grew 
up experiencing food 
insecurity, remembers the 
associated stigma. A core 
feature of  the restaurant 
is dignity, she said, and 
being able to give agency 
to patrons to dine out and 
enjoy a meal with others.

“So there’ll be no sepa-
ration between who might 
be paying, who might be 
volunteering, who might 
be paying under,” she 
said. “And just building 
that community also with 
using volunteers, rather 
than employees, [so] that 
everyone is also serving 
each other, once again, 
no matter from what type 
of  means they might be 
coming from.”

In Chatham County, 

11.7% of residents, or 
8,350 people, are food inse-
cure, according to the 2019 
Feeding America report. 
In comparison, the state’s 
food insecurity rate for 
the same year was 13.5%. 
The Chatham County 
Public Health Depart-
ment’s 2021 Community 
Assessment found that 
more than 1 in 8 Chatham 
County adults reported 
worrying they would run 
out of  food before they 
had money to buy more 
in the past year, including 
around 30% of Hispanic 
or Latinx residents and 
20% of Black residents.

Since its establishment, 
the Quiltmaker Café has 
hosted different meals in 
the county, including a 
Thanksgiving Day feast at 
Postal Fish.

Knowlton, in a New 
Year’s message to sup-
porters this week, wrote: 
“I have to say that the 
nonprofit world is an 
amazing and one of  the 
most incredible experi-
ences I have ever had, 
second only to raising our 
child. The amazing people 
that I have met this year 
and even more impor-
tantly, have really gotten 
to know, truly blows 
my mind and sparks an 
internal hope that I’m 
sure all of  us, at one time 
or another, have lost over 
the negativity and drama 
that can seem to take the 
spotlight.  If  you are ever 
feeling down, visit a local 
nonprofit, any nonprofit, 
and I can almost promise 
you that the people you 
meet will lift your spirits.”

14 & 15. Tyler White & 
Chris Terry: owners of Best-
food Cafeteria

Tyler White and Chris 
Terry have spent the 
majority of  their lives 
behind the serving line 
at Bestfood Cafeteria and 
working in Hayley Bales 
Steakhouse — starting 
back in 2003, when their 
fathers acquired the busi-
nesses.

Now, it’s just the two of  
them.

Chris’s father, Mike 
Terry, died in 2018 after a 
lengthy battle with can-
cer. And Tyler’s father, 
Art White, died after 
contracting COVID-19 last 
August. Now, in the face 
of  grief  and loss, Tyler 
and Chris are carrying 
on the legacies of  their 
fathers as the faces of  two 
of  Siler City’s best-known 
eateries.

“When you look back 
on it, it gave our dads a lot 
of  stability to know they 
had two people under 
them who cared, knew the 
sacrifice and could do the 
work,” Tyler said.

Bestfood Cafeteria and 
Hayley Bales Steakhouse 
— located side by side off 
U.S. Hwy. 64 — have been 
a part of  the Siler City 
community for decades. 
Bestfood (which opened 
in 1989) operates during 
lunch and dinner service 
as a more casual dining 
option, while Hayley 
Bales (which opened 
in 1992) serves a more 
formal dining experience 

with dinner-exclusive 
services.

The Terry-White duo 
strives to continue their 
fathers’ dreams of serving 
up Southern cooking 
to the community that 
continues to support the 
cafeteria, the steakhouse 
and their fathers’ dreams.

16. Erika Hoffman: writer 
for ‘Chicken Soup for the 
Soul’

Erika Hoffman became 
a bit concerned about 
her own state of  mind 
after reading a series of  
articles about dementia, 
a memory-loss condition 
which afflicted her late 
father, and decided to take 
action.

What happened next 
was downright laugh-
able. A story Hoffman 
wrote — entitled, “You 
Smell That?” — led off 
the second chapter of  a 
2022 edition of  “Chick-
en Soup for the Soul: 
Too Funny!” book, in a 
section called “I Can’t 
Believe I Did That.” The 
tale involved a magnify-
ing glass, a bit of  Italian, 
some fine print and a 
startling revelation about 
what she thought was 
“the nicest perfume I’d 
ever been given.”

The story was the 17th 
Hoffman has had pub-
lished over the last dozen 
years in the “Chicken 
Soup for the Soul” book 
series, which began in 
1993 and now includes 
more than 250 titles. A 
new book is added to that 
list each month; more 
than 100 million books 
have been sold in the 
series so far and been 
translated into more than 
40 languages. Nearly 
30 years after the first 
“Chicken Soup” book 
was sold, the brand now 
includes a podcast, edu-
cation programs, a line of  
pet food and films.

A retired educator, now 
a writer, Hoffman and her 
husband, Byron, were 
married in 1977. They 
moved to Chatham Coun-
ty when he took a job here 
as an internist at the old 
Chatham Hospital. These 
days, as a part of  the 
“Chicken Soup” family, 
Hoffman keeps an eye on 
the Chicken Soup web-
site — chickensoup.com 
— which lists upcoming 
book titles and deadlines.

“Usually, I have a per-
sonal story about whatev-
er subject they suggest,” 
Hoffman said.

All told, more than 400 
of  Hoffman’s works have 
been published in various 
forms — in regional 
magazines, inspirational 
venues, or ezines on the 
craft of  writing.

“Editors have said they 
like my humor,” she said. 
“They like my humorous, 
conversational-style piec-
es. I have more trouble 
writing things that are 
poignant.”

And her advice for 
aspiring writers who 
envision joining her as a 
“Chicken Soup” author?

“I would tell them not 
to be afraid of  writing 
down a true story,” Hoff-
man said. “And just do it. 
Submit it without mulling 

it over too much. Don’t 
let anxiety squash your 
hopes. If  you don’t suc-
ceed, just try, try again.”

17. Abdul Chaudhry: own-
er of Chaudhry Halal Meats

Abdul Chaudhry likes 
to take care of  his people.

He’ll tell you as much 
on a walk-through of  
his Siler City business, 
Chaudhry Halal Meats, 
pointing to the several 
relatives he employs 
or the ways he looks to 
support his employees 
and their children in 
pursuing educational 
opportunities.

“I’ll do anything for 
them,” Chaudhry said.

Much of  Chaudhry 
Halal Meats’ business is 
rooted in servicing inde-
pendent, local farmers 
in Chatham County. And 
whether it’s establishing 
one of  the first halal meat 
slaughterhouses in North 
Carolina — providing a 
much-needed service to 
Muslims across the Tri-
angle — or founding and 
financing the construc-
tion of  the only mosque 
in Siler City, Chaudhry 
knows what it means 
to carve out space for 
himself  and the people he 
cares about.

After ringing in his 26th 
year in business in 2022 
during a career in meat 
processing that stretches 
even longer, Chaudhry 
is seeing the fruits of  his 
labor and preparing the 
next generation of  butch-
ers in his family.

18. Kenzie Scoggins: 
5-year-old who battled rare 
cancer

Those who knew Ken-
zie Wrenn Scoggins knew 
her as unconditional, 
pure love.

At age 4, Kenzie was 
vibrant, cheeky and 
affectionate; she was 
known to reliably crack 
up at hearing a curse 
word just as easily as she 
would earnestly tell those 
around her that they 
looked beautiful on their 
worst days.

Kenzie was diagnosed 
in late 2021 with an ag-
gressive childhood brain 
tumor called diffuse 
intrinsic pontine glioma, 
or DIPG. DIPG spreads 
throughout a part of  the 
brain stem called the 
pons, making it inoper-
able; most patients are 
given a survival range of  
eight to 11 months.

Kenzie died from the 
disease on Sept. 18, at 
the age of  5, following 
months of  radiation ther-
apy and treatments.

On Dec. 17, the towns 
of  Siler City, where Ken-
zie lived, and Pittsboro, as 
well as Chatham County, 
marked what would have 
been Kenzie’s 6th birth-
day with “Bushel & A 
Peck Day” — named after 
a song she would sing 
along with her mother, 
which has become em-
blematic of  the love the 
child shared with those 
close to her.

In her absence, the 
Scogginses and Kenzie’s 
loved ones are continuing 
to honor her memory and 
carry on her legacy.
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Continued from page A6

Staff photo by Matt Ramey

Chatham County attorney Bob Hagemann, who’s 
helped steer three of the biggest economic 
development projects in state history to fruition.

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Jim and Marie Vanderbeck pose near their home 
in Pittsboro, off a road named in memory of Greg 
Trimnal — who died piloting the helicopter that 
Vanderbeck might have flown. Also killed in the 
crash was Vanderbeck’s best friend, Jim Mott.

(919) 545-0412 
RogersAuction.com

AUCTION
160+/- Acres Divided into 
8 Tracts of 8-30 Acres!
- Buy 1 or Combination -

Register & Bid Online 1/3/23-1/17/23  

Homesites/Pastureland/Development 
Potential

*Residential & Agricultural 
Estate of the Late Mr. David A. Kopf 

& Dr. Myra Collins (Moved to Assisted Living)
1838 Alex Cockman Rd. & 460 Elmer 

Keck Rd, Pittsboro, NC



MARY BRAFFORD 
PARRISH

May 24, 1944 ~ December 24, 
2022

Mary Brafford Parrish, 78, of  
Sanford, passed away Saturday, 
December 24, 2022, at UNC Hos-
pitals in Chapel Hill. 

The family received friends 
Friday, December 30, from 1 to 
2 p.m at Bridges-Cameron Fu-
neral Home with the memorial 
service following at 2 p.m. with 
Pastor Greg Davenport and 

Parrish McLeod officiating.
She was born to the late 

Annie Bell and Grady Brafford. 
She worked for many years at 
Magneti Marelli. 

Mary is preceded in death 
by her husband, Preston “Pap” 
Parrish, and siblings, Aaron 
Brafford and Hazel Clarke. She 
is survived by her children, 
Wendy McLeod of  Broadway, 
James Parrish and Chad 
Parrish, both of  Sanford; three 
grandchildren; brothers, Jim-

my Brafford, George Brafford, 
David Brafford; and sisters, 
Marjarie Holleman, Ann Price 
and Alma Dickerson,.

In lieu of  flowers, the family 
requests donations to UNC 
Health Foundation, Neurology 
Division, 123 W. Franklin St. 
Ste 510, Chapel Hill, NC 27516.

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

RALPH EDWARD ‘ED’ 
SPIVEY

May 5, 1943 ~ December 24, 
2022

Ralph Edward “Ed” Spivey, 
79, of  Sanford, passed away 
Saturday, December 24, 2022, at 
his home.

The family received friends 
Friday, December 30, 2022, 
from 1 to 2 p.m. at Shallow Well 
Church with funeral following 
at 2 p.m. He was buried in the 
church cemetery.

He was born to the late 
William Ralph Spivey and 
Mary Frances Cole Spivey. He 
was also  preceded in death by 
a sister, Barbara Spivey Finch 
Poole. Ed was the owner/oper-
ator of  Spivey’s Wholesale Bait 
and Tackle for many years. He 
was a member of  Shallow Well 
Church and served his country 
in the National Guard.

Surviving is a sister, Brenda 
Spivey Marsh of  Sanford.

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

EUGENE ‘GENE’ HUSTON 
ALVARADO

Eugene “Gene” Huston Al-
varado, 83, of  Sanford, passed 
away at home, on his birthday, 
December 26, 2022.

A graveside service was held 
Friday, December 30, 2022, at 11 
a.m at Lee Memory Gardens.

He was born in New Haven, 
Connecticut, to the late Eugene 
Huston Briner and Ruth Idella 
Coffin Alvarado. In addition to 
his parents, he was preceded in 
death by his wife, Betty Smith 
Alvarado; step-daughter, Ter-
ry-Lynn Smith and step-son, 
Timothy Wayne Smith. Eugene 
served his country in the U.S. 
Army and was assigned to the 
Military Police Detachment. 
He retired from Fluor Daniels 
Construction. Gene and his 
wife, had owned and operated 
Mr. Hot Diggity Dog in Deep 
River.

Gene is survived by a son, 
Stephen Gray of  Bear Creek; 
step-sons, Max Smith Jr. and 
Barry Smith, both of  Sanford; 
brother, Richard Eugene 
Alvarado of  Oklahoma; nine 
grandchildren and eleven 
great-grandchildren.  

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

JOHN EDWARD MYERS
September 22, 1944 ~ Decem-

ber 27, 2022

OBITUARIES
SUSAN GERALDINE GRAY   

October 4, 1947 ~ December 22, 
2022 

With great sadness and profound 
respect for the life she lived, we 
announce the passing of  Susan Ger-
aldine Gray, who died bravely and 
peacefully at home on December 22, 
2022, in Pittsboro. Susan was diag-
nosed with ALS in November of  2019 
and faced her three-year journey 
with courage and grace. 

Susan was born in Toms River, 
N.J., on October 4, 1947 — a birthday 

she shared with her mother.
By her own account, Susan was a shy girl who enjoyed ice 

skating alone on the frozen pond in the winter woods, and 
loved the smell of  lilacs in the spring. Her teenage years 
were spent on the coast of  Florida in Eau Gallie and Mel-
bourne — where she began her life-long love of  the beach. 
Marriage brought her to Burlington; Omaha, Nebraska; 
Littleton, Colorado; a return to N.C., and finally Pittsboro. 

She pursued higher education as an adult and received 
her Master of  Education from UNCG in 1987. Susan then 
worked as a Speech Pathologist for the Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
City Schools, helping scores of  children find their voice. 
After placing an ad in the Personals section of  the long-
gone Spectator newsweekly, she met Bob Suber, originally 
of  Cary. They married in 1991, and eventually lived in the 
house they built together in the woods — surrounded by 
hummingbirds, wind chimes and sweet black-eyed Su-
sans. She was very active until the advent of  her diagnosis, 
traveling to 45 states in her beloved teardrop Tab trailer — 
hiking, biking, kayaking, and publishing her photography. 
She ventured to Paris, England, Scotland, Italy and China 
and (through her son’s work in the film business) charmed 
everyone from Meryl Streep to Mick Jagger. Susan was an 
original member of  the Pittsboro pickleball league and was 
known for her fierce serve. Though unassumingly quiet, she 
was also a stealth competitor; no matter the game (physical 
or mental) anyone who played her experienced that spunk, 
drive and spirit. Her boldest and final adversary was herself, 
who wouldn’t let her Wordle streak go unbroken until the 
last day. She made it to 143.  

All who met her knew that Susan Joy — and the experi-
ence was recently described as a reaching in and wrapping 
lights around your heart. 

Susan will be missed beyond measure and is survived by 
her devoted husband of  31 years, Robert “Bob” Suber of  
Pittsboro, and her children, son; Mark Ricker of  New York 
City; daughter and son-in-law, Elizabeth Ricker and Peter 
Rich of  Durham; and granddaughter, Isabel Ricker Rich. 
She is also survived by her 96-year-young father, Robert L. 
Gray; her sisters, Judy Shields, Beth Walker, Nancy Riggs 
and her brother Robert Gray; her cousins Karl, John and 
Mark Bentel; Bob’s son John and daughter-in-law Dee-
Ann and grandson Brady; her nieces and nephews and all 
her faithful friends. Susan is predeceased by her mother, 
Elizabeth J. Gray who departed this life in 2009, and her two 
adopted Siamese cats, Jake and Carly, who she refused to 
split up and dearly loved. 

A service will be held at St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal 
Church in Pittsboro, N.C., on Saturday, January 28, 2023, at 
2 p.m. An appropriately informal celebration of  Susan’s life 
will follow with spirits and memories.  

Donations may be made to the ALS Association of  NC 
Chapter, 4 Blount Street #200, Raleigh, NC 27601, or Cha-
tham Outreach Alliance, P.O. Box 1326, Pittsboro, N.C. 27312.

Donaldson Funeral Home & Crematory is serving the 
Gray and Suber family. A fuller tribute to Susan’s life 
may be viewed, and condolences received at www.
donaldsonfunerals.com. 
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DOROTHY JEAN STEED WELCH HORNEY  
March 14, 1927 - January 1, 2023
Dorothy Jean Steed Welch Horney, 

95, of  Siler City passed away peace-
fully on Sunday, January 1, 2023, at 
Universal Health Care, Ramseur. 

Mrs. Horney was born on March 
14, 1927, in Broadway, to William 
Penn Steed and Nora Tillman Thom-
as Steed. She spent her early life in 
Greensboro, before making Chatham 
County her home. She was preceded 
in death by her parents, her first hus-
band, Clyde Welch, and her husband 

of  52 years, Harry Lee Horney; daughter, Jeanne W. Stone; 
and her many brothers and sisters.

Jean was a member of  Brush Creek Baptist Church for 
over 70 years. She served and led many of  the church’s 
committees, sang in the choir and taught Sunday School for 
decades. She worked alongside her husband, Harry Lee, and 
his brothers and wives to build Carolina Stockyard into one 
of  the largest livestock auction companies in the southeast.

She is survived by her son, Mike Welch and wife Wanda of  
Carlsbad, N.M.; daughter, Patty Neinast and husband Mark 
of  Gastonia; son-in-law, Jerry Stone of  Siler City; grand-
children: Michael Welch and wife Deanna, Wendy Welch 
Chesser and husband Rev. Rody Chesser, John Gaddy, Jason 
Gaddy, Jessica Stone Roman and husband Junior Roman, 
Justin Stone, Will Neinast and wife, Kathryn Painter Nein-
ast, and Dr. Claire Neinast Quinn and husband, Jake Quinn; 
22 great-grandchildren and five great-great grandchildren. 

The funeral service will be held on Saturday, January 
7, 2023, at Brush Creek Baptist Church, at 2 p.m. with Dr. 
Patrick Fuller officiating. The family will receive friends 
following the service in the fellowship hall.  

Memorials may be made to Brush Creek Baptist Church, 
5345 Airport Rd., Bear Creek, N.C. 27207.

Donations will be used for the missions fund and the mu-
sic fund, both of  which were important to Mrs. Horney.

Smith and Buckner Funeral Home is assisting the Horney 
family.

ROBERT ‘BOB’ ELLIOTT FRICKEY JR. 

Robert “Bob” Elliott Frickey Jr., 82, 
passed away at UNC Rex Hospital on 
December 30, 2022, of  complications 
from Parkinson’s disease, which he 
bravely fought for over 18 years.   

Bob was predeceased by his mother, 
Mozelle McNiell and father Robert 
Frickey Sr., sister Jerry Peterson, and 
brother Glen Frickey.

Bob is survived by his wife of  46 
years, Anne Frickey; sons, Robert Fric-
key III (Judy) of  Sacramento, Califor-
nia, Jonathan Frickey of  Greensboro, 

Michael Frickey (Tiffany) of  Raleigh; and five granddaughters, 
Elliott, Jacqueline, Margaret, Eleanor, and Charlotte.

Bob was born on Governors Island in New York City, but 
spent his early years on a tobacco farm in Harnett County, lat-
er moving to Siler City. He graduated from Jordan-Matthews 
High School in 1959 where he was President of  the Student 
Council.

Bob graduated from Syracuse University with a degree in 
Mathematics. He was employed by General Electric and Lock-
heed Martin as deep space analyst at Pirinçlik Air Base near 
Diyarbakir, Turkey. While working abroad, he met his wife 
Anne in Copenhagen, Denmark, where she was working as a 
tourism guide.  

After retiring in 1997, Bob returned to Siler City, staying 
busy gardening, playing cards, especially bridge, and pursuing 
various small construction projects.

The family will receive friends from 6 to 8 p.m. on Thursday, 
January 5, at Smith & Buckner Funeral Home, 230 N. Second 
Ave, Siler City, N.C. 27344. The funeral service will be at 10 a.m. 
Friday, January 6, 2023, at First United Methodist Church, 1101 
West Raleigh Street, Siler City, NC 27344 with Pastor William 
Sabiston officiating.  Burial will follow at Oakwood Cemetery, 
701 Oakwood Avenue, Raleigh, N.C.  27601.  

Smith and Buckner Funeral Home is assisting the Frickey 
family. 

Online condolences may be made at www.smithbucknerfh.
com. 

ALLENE HARWARD HARMON  

March 28, 1929 ~ December 25, 2022
Allene Harward Harmon, of  Pittsboro, North Carolina, 

passed away peacefully on December 25, 2022, at UNC Hospital 
in Chapel Hill at the age of  93, after a brief  stay following hip 
surgery. 

She was born on March 28, 1929, in the Bells Community in 
Eastern Chatham County. She was a homemaker and worked 
at several stores in Pittsboro during her working years. After 
retiring and even in her later years, you would find her out in 
her beloved yard making sure that it was clean and pristine. 
She was known for being a very fine Southern cook and noth-
ing brought her more joy than having people enjoy her food. 
She lived all her adult life in Pittsboro and was a member of  
Pittsboro United Methodist Church.

She was married to and preceded in death by her husband, 
William Obie Harmon; her parents, Louis Jefferson Harward 
and Elizabeth Mason Harward, and seven brothers and sisters. 
She was the last member of  her generation.  

She is survived by her two children, Diane Harmon McCa-
rthy (Graham Ellis) of  Bradenton, Florida and Jane Harmon 
Pendergrast and husband David Pendergrast of  Chapel Hill; 
three grandchildren, Jennifer Pendergrast Wagner and 
husband Brent Wagner of  Charlotte, Hannah Pendergrast 
Elliott and husband Darcus Elliott of  Pittsboro, and Carly Ann 
McCarthy Teska and husband Philip Teska who are residing 
in Pordenone, Italy. She has three great-grandchildren, Avery 
Claire Wagner, Bennett Alexander Wagner, and Ava Jean El-
liott. She is also survived by several nieces and nephews.

The funeral service will be held Friday, December 30, 2022, 
at 11a.m. at Pittsboro United Methodist Church with Rev. Bob 
Wachs and Rev. Lucas Nelson presiding. Burial will follow 
in the church cemetery. Immediately following the commit-
tal service, the family will receive friends in the Family Life 
Center.  

In lieu of  flowers the family asks that donations be made in 
Allene’s memory to Pittsboro United Methodist Church, P.O. 
Box 716, Pittsboro, N.C. 27312.

Condolences may be made at www.donaldsonfunerals.com.
Donaldson Funeral Home & Crematory is honored to serve 

the Harmon family.

See OBITS, page A9



John Edward Myers, 78, of  
Sanford, passed away Tuesday, 
December 27, 2022, at his home.  

Funeral services were held 
on Sunday, January 1, 2023 at 
3 p.m. at the Smith Funeral 
Home Chapel in Broadway 
with Rev. Garland Smith offi-
ciating.    

He was the son of  the late 
George Leonard Myers and 
Elizabeth Haggerty Myers. He 
was preceded in death by his 
parents, and brothers, Den-
nis Myers and Tracy Myers.          
Surviving is his daughter, 
Vickie Knopps of  Gulf; sisters, 
Georgiana Roberts of  Sanford, 
Donna Golden of  Texas, Sandy 
Yates of  Kentucky and Shirley 
Caulder of  Sanford; brother, 
George Myers Jr. of  Texas; and 
three grandchildren. Online 
condolences can be made at 
www.smithfuneralhomebroad-
way.com.

ROBERT LONNELL JONES
June 5, 1958 ~ December 23, 

2022
Robert Lonnell Jones, 64, 

of  Pittsboro, passed away on 

Friday, December 23, 2022.
Robert, known as “Paw 

Paw,” was the son of  Dearlean 
R. Fox and Lewis C. Jones on 
June 5, 1958. He attended Cha-
tham Central High School, and 
Rose Hill AME Zion Church. 
He was preceded in death by 
his parents, Dearlean R. Fox, 
mother, Lewis C. Jones, father, 
and his brother, Lewis C. Jones 
Jr. 

Surviving are his wife, 
Sherl V. Jones of  Staley; son, 
Lashaun D. Jones of  Pitts-
boro; daughters, Lakeisha R. 
Jones of  Liberty, and Lateisha 
J. Matthews of  Staley; eight 
grandchildren; a brother, Da-
vid McLean of  Lillington; and 
two sisters, Wanda Brower of  
Bear Creek, and Virginia Jones 
of  Bonlee.

The funeral service was held 
at 1 p.m. Tuesday, January 3, 
2023, at Knotts Funeral Home.

LARRY PASCHAL ‘PAT’ 
JOHNSTON

Larry Paschal “Pat” John-
ston passed away Sunday, 
December 31, 2022.

The family will receive 
friends on Sunday, January 8, 
2023, from 1 to 2 p.m. at Bridg-
es-Cameron Funeral Home 

in Sanford with the funeral 
service following at 2 p.m. with 
Rev. Robert Thomas officiat-
ing. Burial will follow in St. 
Andrews Presbyterian Church 
Cemetery.

Pat was born in Sanford, the 
son of  late 1SG Charlie P. and 
Annie E. Johnston. A graduate 
of  Baker High School in Co-
lumbus, Georgia, he obtained a 
teaching degree from Campbell 
College in Buies Creek, and 
served as an educator in the 
Lee County School system un-
til his retirement. In addition 
to his parents, he is preceded 
in death by his wife of  51 years, 
Nell; infant son, Larry; and 
sister, Gertrude Jones; broth-
ers Richard Johnston, Junior 
Johnston, and Norbert John-
ston. 

Survivors include his 
daughter, Ashley Jeffas of  
Wake Forest; his son, Charlie 
P. Johnston II of  Sanford; and 
two grandsons. 

Arrangements by Bridg-
es-Cameron Funeral Home, 
Inc.

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

STEPHEN BRENT SLOAN
July 10, 1976 ~ January 1, 

2023
Stephen Brent Sloan, 46, 

passed away Sunday, January 
1, 2023.

The family will receive 
friends on Thursday, Janu-
ary 5, 2023, from 5 to 8 p.m. 
at Bridges-Cameron Funeral 
Home. Per Brent’s request, 
a private family graveside 
service will be held on Fri-
day, January 6, 2023, at Salem 
Presbyterian Church Ceme-
tery with Pastor Julie Hughes 
officiating. 

Brent was born in Sanford 
to Allen McCormick Sloan and 
Debbye Wood Sloan. Brent was 
a graduate of  Lee Senior High 
School and Appalachian State 
University. He was employed 
by Sanford Contractors where 
he served as the HR Director 
and Head of  Safety. Brent was 
a head coach and assistant 
coach for SASL for many 
years and assisted with the 

Lee Christian School Varsity 
Soccer Team on occasion. 

Brent is survived by his wife 
of  13 years, Teshia Fore Sloan; 
children, Brandon Michael 
Jones and Beckett Greyson 
Sloan, both of  the home; par-
ents, Allen and Debbye Sloan 
of  Sanford; and a brother, Greg 
Sloan of  Hampstead.

In lieu of  flowers, consider 
donations to Sanford Area 
Soccer League or SECU UNC 
Hospice House. #BRENT 
STRONG

Arrangements by Bridg-
es-Cameron Funeral Home, Inc.

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

 

EVERETTE ELMER 
WORTHY

Everette Elmer Worthy, 79, 
of  Sanford passed away on 
Friday, December 16, 2022, at 
FirstHealth Moore Regional 
Hospital in Pinehurst,.

The funeral service was held 
at 2 p.m. Thursday, December 
29, 2022, at Poplar Springs 
AME Church. Burial followed 
in Lee Memory Garden.

FLORETTA YVONNE 
WOMBLE 

July 18, 1938 ~ December 24, 
2022

Floretta Yvonne Womble, 
84, of  Siler City, passed away 
Saturday, December 24, 2022, at 
her residence.

Funeral service was held at 
11 a.m. Saturday, December 31, 
2022, at Reaves Chapel AME 
Zion Church with burial fol-
lowing in the church cemetery.

ALLENE ELIZABETH 
(MURCHISON) WILLIAMS

November 19, 1933 ~ Decem-
ber 17, 2022

Allene Elizabeth Williams, 
89, of  Sanford, passed away on 
Saturday, December 17, 2022, at 
her residence.

The funeral service will be 
held at 11 a.m. Wednesday, 
January 4, 2023, at New Zion 
Baptist Church.

Entombment followed at Lee 
Memory Garden.

DEVOLAR MCLEAN
March 24, 1947 ~ December 

20, 2022
Devolar McLean, 75, of  

Broadway, passed away on 
Tuesday, December 20, 2022, at 
her residence.

The funeral service was held 
at 2 p.m. Saturday, December 
31, 2022, at Knotts Funeral 
Service.

HATTIE MAE BROOKS
Hattie Mae Brooks, 100, of  

Pittsboro, passed away on Mon-
day, December 26, 2022.

The funeral service was held 
at 1 p.m. Friday, December 30, 
2022, at Mitchell Chapel AME 
Zion Church, with burial fol-
lowing in the church cemetery.  

GALENTO CLAY 
SEYMOUR     

January 5, 1945 ~ January 1, 
2023

Galento Clay Seymour, 77, 
of  Pittsboro, passed away on 
Sunday, January 1, 2023, at his 
residence.

Professional services 
entrusted to Knotts Funeral 
Home.

KENDRA LAWRENCE
August 21, 1977 ~ December 

31, 2022
Kendra Lawrence, 45, of  

Athens, Georgia, formally 
of  Pittsboro, passed away on 
Saturday, December 31, 2022, 
at Piedmont Athens Regional 
Medical Center.

Professional services 
entrusted to Knotts Funeral 
Home, Pittsboro. 

RUFUS VASSIE HORTON 
JR.

June 7, 1944 ~ December 31, 
2022

Rufus Vassie Horton, 78 
of  Pittsboro, passed away on 
Saturday, December 31, 2022, at 
his residence.

Professional services 
entrusted to Knotts Funeral 
Home.
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BOBBY JACKSON CLARK  

October 15, 1937 ~ December 28, 2022
Bobby Jackson Clark, 85, of  Snow Camp, passed away 

Wednesday, December 28, 2022.
Mr. Clark was born in Chatham County on October 15, 1937, 

the son of  the late Robert and Maude York Clark. Bobby served 
in the United States National Guard. He spent his working 
years as a truck driver and farmer. He was an avid card player.

He is survived by his children, Jeff Clark and wife Stephanie, 
Chad Clark and wife Jennifer, and Laurie Clark Branson and 
husband Ronnie, all of  Snow Camp; sister, Carolyn Buckner of  
Siler City; nine grandchildren and numerous great grandchil-
dren.

The family would like to give a very special “thank you” to 
Donna Bare and family.

Memorials may be made to the local Hospice of  your choice.
A Celebration of  Life will be held at 3 p.m. on Monday, 

January 2, 2023, at Smith & Buckner Funeral Home, 230 N. 
Second Ave., Siler City, with Mike Thompson officiating. Buri-
al will follow at Pleasant Hill Christian Church, 1712 Pleasant 
Hill-Liberty Road, Liberty, N.C. 27298.

Smith & Buckner Funeral Home is assisting the Clark fam-
ily.

Online condolences may be made at www.smithbucknerfh.
com.

OBITS
Continued from page A8

New Sir Pizza owners want to bring  
‘family’ to the Siler City staple 

BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Dean-
na Edminsten and her 
husband, Todd, took their 
children and extended 
family for meals at Sir 
Pizza many times since 
its opening more than 30 
years ago.

They imagined — but 
couldn’t have known — 
owning the Siler City 
staple, and being able to 
carry on decades’ worth 
of  labor and love.

“At the time, we 
thought that sounded 
really cool, but we didn’t 
really think we were very 
serious about it,” Todd 
said. “But then as time 
went on, we talked about 
it some more … and then 
some other things just 

kind of  fell into place.”
Deanna and Todd were 

approached by Jeff Shaw 
and his wife Ann, who’ve 
co-owned the Siler City 
Sir Pizza since its open-
ing on Mar. 29, 1990. Jeff 
and Ann already knew 
the Edminstens; Deanna 
and Todd’s son, Josh, 
even worked at Sir Pizza 
at one time.

So when the Shaws 
were starting to think 
about selling the restau-
rant to start their 
retirement, Jeff said the 
first family he thought of  
when it came to selling 
the restaurant was the 
Edminstens. 

“He (Josh) had showed 
interest in ownership 
during that time as far 
as owning a franchise 
someday, and so when we 

decided we wanted to sell, 
we approached them and 
started talking,” he told 
the News + Record. 

After Deanna and Todd 
were approached by the 
Shaws, they reached out 
to other family members, 
including Josh and his 
wife, Kelsey, and Josh’s 
aunts and uncles, Rodney 
and Leslie Cox and Jerry 
and Katie Cox.

“Deanna and I kind of  
talked and decided that it 
would be a good idea or a 
fun idea to maybe include 
the whole family,” Todd 
said. “As a family, we’ve 
talked over the years 
about how fun it would 
be to come up with some 
kind of  family business, 
and we’ve talked about a 
million different things. 
This kind of  fell in our 

lap, so we thought — you 
know what? Let’s try.”

It took 45 days from 
start to finish for the 
Edminstens and Coxes to 
purchase Sir Pizza from 
the Shaws. The process 
entailed various mea-
sures, from contacting 
vendors to stocking up on 
pizza ingredients to filing 
papers with the state. 

The goal: the Edmin-
stens would take over 
operation of  Sir Pizza 
starting Jan. 1. 

“There was a lot of steps 
and … you can’t do one 
thing until you get this 
other thing done,” Katie 
said.  “And then having a 
deadline of Jan. 1, there’s 
been a lot going on in the 
last 30 to 45 days.”

The Edminstens and 
Coxes became the owners 
on Dec. 30. When the 
restaurant opened its 
doors for the day two 
days later, the family 
was at Sir Pizza, intro-
ducing themselves to the 
community and working 
hands-on to learn about 
the restaurant business. 

“We need to get to 
know our customers, and 
they need to get to know 
us … and then from our 
standpoint, we need to 
understand the business 
better,” Todd said. “Our 
involvement is import-
ant because it’s the 
right thing to do for our 
customers, but also for 
us to learn the business 
and how we can improve 
the business and make 
it successful and make it 
better, etc.”

While the reins of  
Sir Pizza have changed, 
staffing and the dining 
experience will remain 
the same. Shaw said 
the general manager he 
hired, Kristin Oldham, is 
going to stay on staff and 
help the Edminstens and 
Coxes learn the ropes. 

“Nothing’s going to 
change for Sir Pizza as 

far as the new ownership 
goes … She [Kristen] 
will be remaining as the 
GM — she’s the backbone 
of  our business, and she 
keeps daily operations 
going,” Shaw said. “We 
hand selected who we 
wanted to sell to and 
during our negotiations 
and talks and everything, 
they reassured us and 
we reassured them … the 
business stays the same, 
maintaining the same 
quality of  standards that 
we’ve given.”

Shaw said he was 
thankful for the support 
the Siler City community 
has given him and his 
wife over the last three 
decades as the owners of  
Sir Pizza, and encouraged 
those long-time support-
ers in the community to 
embrace the new owners 
and continue to enjoy Sir 
Pizza the same way.

In addition, Shaw said 
he wants Sir Pizza to 
continue to give back to 
the community, which 
is something the Edmin-
stens and the Coxes as-
sured him would continue 
under their leadership. 

“We really became part 

of  the community and 
service oriented,” Shaw 
said. “We always felt that 
way, we felt like we were 
here as a purpose for 
Siler City. They really 
gave back to us, and we 
always want to support 
them and all the activities 
and organizations. It was 
important to us.”

The Edminstens and 
Coxes plan to continue 
the legacy of  Sir Pizza’s 
service to the communi-
ty, but they also want to 
bring their own values to 
the restaurant. 

The most important 
thing they want those in 
the community to expe-
rience when they dine 
at Sir Pizza is simple: 
they want you to feel like 
family. 

“I want them to feel like 
an extended part of  the 
family,” Katie said. “We 
want them to, you know, 
get to know us and get 
to know our families, we 
want our families to be 
involved in that … I want 
it to be something that 
families want to come to 
and think about when 
they think of, ‘Hey, where 
can we all go? Sir Pizza.’”

Courtesy of Deanna Edminsten

Former Sir Pizza owners Jeff and Ann Shaw (back 
and front center) standing with members of the 
Edminsten and Cox families, the restaurant’s new 
owners. 

WOLFSPEED IS HARNESSING 
THE POWER OF SILICON CARBIDE 
TO PROVIDE A MORE SUSTAINABLE 
FUTURE FOR ALL. 

Join us at Wolfspeed's Supplier Day at the Chatham County Agriculture 
& Conference Center on January 18 to learn more about the various 
opportunities for your business at our new Siler City Factory.

SILER CITY FACTORY

For registration, 
please scan the QR code
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Council on American-Islam-
ic Relations — weighed in, 
condemning the incident and 
calling on Chatham County 
Schools to respond.

“Racist acts of  bullying and 
intimidation cannot be toler-
ated in schools,” said National 
Communications Coordinator 
Ismail Allison in a statement 
released on CAIR’s website. 
“We urge the school district to 
offer anti-racist curriculum to 
students to help ensure these 
kinds of  alleged hate incidents 
do not continue to occur.” 

CCS Superintendent Dr. 
Anthony Jackson and the 
board of  education condemned 
the incident at a meeting the 
following week. Jackson also 
laid out several action steps to 
focus the district on equity to 
ensure incidents like the “slave 
auction” did not occur in the 
future. Recommendations in-
cluded staff trainings, improved 
resources for students and staff 
and revisions to the Student 
Code of  Conduct. 

3. LGBTQ+ students express 
concern over ‘Parents’ Bill of 
Rights’

North Carolina Republican 
legistlators proposed House 
Bill 755, known as the “Par-
ent’s Bill of  Rights,” in June. 
The bill would ban teaching 
about gender or sexuality in 
kindergarten through 3rd 
grade and could force school 
employees to “out” LGBTQ+ 
students to their parents. The 
bill would also require that 
if  students in any grade tell 
teachers or counselors about 
issues related to their gen-
der or sexuality — or about 
anything else related to their 
“mental, emotional or physical 
health or well-being” — then 
school employees would be 
prohibited from keeping that a 
secret if  the parents asked.

Reporter Ben Rappaport dis-
cussed the bill with members 
of  Northwood High School’s 
Pride Club, which advocates 
and educates students about 
LGBTQ+ issues. 

“When I was younger, I 
had an unsupportive parent,” 
Aiden Vigus, who identifies as 
non-binary, said. “The fact this 
bill allows for the disclosure of  
counseling notes of  students 
with regards to orientation is 
scary to me.”

N.C. House Dist. 54 Robert 
Reives II, who represents 
Chatham County in the N.C. 
General Assembly, also ex-
pressed concern over the bill. 
He said it creates unnecessary 
controversy.

“I am concerned that we are 
villainizing educators and cre-
ating another culture war — as 
we did with HB2 — around 
our classrooms, where there 
is none,” Reives told the New 
+ Record. “Anyone who has 
watched the news over the past 
few weeks can see that there 
are far more pressing issues 
for public schools, the safety 
of  our children in classrooms 
being the first.”

If  HB 755 became law, teach-
ers could face lawsuits if  they 
violate provisions requiring 
them to report students to 
parents.

“This whole bill gets people 
arguing about something that 
shouldn’t be controversial in 
the first place,” Northwood stu-
dent Ray Brock said. “My right 
to exist and go to school as a 
queer person is not controver-
sial, nor should it ever be.”

The bill has not yet passed 
the Senate, nor do Republicans 
have the necessary votes to 
override a veto from Gov. Roy 
Cooper. 

4. Northwood mourns the death 
of three students

Three Northwood High 
School students — Christian 
Poteat Jr., Tony Keck and 
Cassandra Sibrian — died in 
separate accidents within the 
span of  a week in June, Ben 
Rappaport reported. 

“Northwood has experienced 
several difficult days with the 
deaths of  three students in the 
past week,” read a statement 
released by Chatham County 
Schools. “Last Thursday (June 
16), Christian Poteat, a 2022 
graduate, died in an accidental 
drowning. On Tuesday (June 
21), Cassandra Sibrian, a 
sophomore, was killed in a car 
accident and (Thursday, June 
23) night, Tony Keck, a fresh-
man, was hit by a car and died 
while riding his ATV.”

“These three students, and 
the two we lost in the fall, have 
left a huge hole in the North-

wood family,” said Superinten-
dent Dr. Anthony Jackson said 
in a statement. “We mourn the 
loss of  bright futures, friend-
ships and family that these 
students had. Please reach out 
for help if  you need it during 
this sorrowful time.”

5. CCS scores show promise, 
despite pandemic decline

Chatham County Schools 
administrators characterized 
year-over-year student per-
formance gains as “substan-
tial,” lauding the growth and 
performance shown in state-
wide standardized test scores 
released in September, Ben 
Rappaport reported.

Chatham County saw many 
of  its public schools improve 
in some key measurements 
from recent years, despite 
academic challenges created 
by the pandemic. For the 2021-
22 academic year, CCS saw 18 
of  20 schools meet or exceed 
growth; statewide, only about 
70% achieved the feat.

The district also did well on 
School Performance Grades 
(SPG). Seventy-four percent 
of  the schools in the district 
also earned a grade of  “C” or 
better. Grades of  D or lower 
are considered “low-perform-
ing” schools; CCS had five 
such schools: Bonlee School, 
Chatham Middle, Jordan-Mat-
thews High School, Siler City 
Elementary and Virginia Cross 
Elementary.

CCS schools also did bet-
ter than most of  the state in 
reading, writing and math 
end-of-grade (EOG) tests. CCS 
saw sharp composite EOG 
increases, with gains ranging 
from 10 to 20 percentage points 
per school.

“Generally, a performance 
composite gain of  three to 
five points is considered good. 
When you see gains of  10 
and higher, it is substantial,” 
said Dr. Amanda Moran, CCS 
assistant superintendent of  
Academic Services & In-
structional Support. “We are 
extremely proud of  how well 
these schools did, and want to 
celebrate the work students 
and staff members put in to 
achieve this.”

6. Parents lash out at school 
board after claims of religious 
discrimination circulate

In a fiery school board meet-
ing, eight community members 
spoke out after they claimed a 
student at Bonlee School was 
bullied for her faith, Ben Rap-
paport reported in September.

More than 70 people came to 
the meeting at Chatham Grove 
Elementary School, after 
reports surfaced online the 
prior week of  a student being 
“bullied” by a teacher because 
of  her love for the Bible. 

Ryne Smith claimed his 
daughter was participating 
in an assignment where the 
students were asked to list 
their favorite things. Smith 
said his daughter listed art, 
basketball and the Bible. Smith 
claims the teacher of  the class, 
Wes Lail, took exception to her 
comments and explained to her 
“what atheism is and why God 
is not real.”

At the packed school board 
meeting, Smith claimed the 
entire school board was unfit 
for office and should step down 
for failing to do their jobs. 

“I do not see how this board 
has the audacity to sit and let 
teachers bully and indoctrinate 
our kids,” Smith said during 
the public comment period. 
“All y’all are good for is telling 
people what they want to hear 
by sweeping it under the rug. 
There’s too much going on in 
schools that we don’t know 
about. Do us all a favor, stop 
wasting our tax dollars and 
just step down so we can advo-
cate for our children and their 
rights.”

Smith ultimately pulled 
his daughter from the public 
school system after refusing to 
meet with school officials about 
the incident.

7. Is CRT taught in Chatham 
County Schools? Spoiler alert: 
School system says it’s not

A collection of  documents 
from a recent training pro-
gram for teachers and admin-
istrators in Chatham County 
Schools made the rounds on 
social media in 2022. 

Ben Rappaport reported on 
the controversy in September, 
saying that CRT training, held 
in August, was meant to help 
teachers understand equity 
and race as part of  improv-
ing inclusivity efforts in the 
classroom. Instead, it sparked 
claims that CCS is teaching 
CRT, or Critical Race Theory, 

to students.
A selection of  documents, 

published in an opinion piece 
on the online “Chatham 
Journal,” on Sept. 1 showed 
outlines of  diversity training 
materials. The article’s inaccu-
rate claims, which purported 
to illustrate how the system 
was engaged in CRT teaching, 
quickly drew outrage from 
some parents and community 
members who lambasted CCS 
administration and board 
members.

CCS teachers told the News + 
Record that looking at the doc-
uments, it’s hard to see these 
trainings as problematic or out 
of  the ordinary. The outlines 
discuss helping teachers identi-
fy white privilege, understand 
unconscious bias and point out 
the ways race and class play 
systemic roles in determining 
educational outcomes.

Elections
Between a primary and local 

election in May and the mid-
term in November, 2022 may 
have felt like one long political 
ad to many in Chatham. The 
May elections saw a group 
of  four Siler City newcomers 
running for office with big 
promises for revitalizing the 
town and rooting out racism 
under the “Unity 2022” ticket. 
The four each lost their races 
after major red flags about 
their motives were raised in 
the community. 

Then in November, Chatham 
showed it still bleeds blue with 
Democrats sweeping each con-
tested race on the ballot. The 
Dems victories came despite 
fiery election controversies in 
the school board races and a 
slew of  negative mailed ads in 
the race between Rep. Robert 
Reives II and Walter Petty. 
Let’s look back at this year’s 
two election seasons:

8. ‘Unity’ bloc pledges prosper-
ity, but raises red flags for some

Bill Horner III reported in 
May about four newcomers to 
Siler City, running as a bloc, 
making sometimes outlandish 
charges against the town’s 
current board of  commission-
ers. They also made audacious 
pledges to bring prosperity 
to the town, including a $100 
million privately funded afford-
able housing loan, a promise 
to cap costs for residents who 
rent apartments or homes, and 
a plan to revitalize health care 
here by bringing two urgent 
care centers to Siler City and 
“seven or eight” clinics from 
Duke University Health Sys-
tems.

And that was even before the 
online revelation — on the can-
didates’ “Unity 2022” website, 
at unity2022.org — of  a list of  
more than 70 additional pro-
posals addressing community 
prosperity, inclusivity, sus-
tainability, public safety and 
housing access for Siler City.

The group — mayoral can-
didate Nick Gallardo and town 
commissioner candidates Dean 
Picot II, Jared Picot and Sam-
uel Williams, all new to Siler 
City — each registered to vote 
in Chatham County only over 
this winter of  2021-22. They 
never said how they’d pay for 
the proposals nor provided 
much detail on how they’ll 
execute them, and their sudden 
appearance, bold pronounce-
ments and vague hints about 
malfeasance occurring within 
the town’s board have raised 
red flags with locals. Each of  
the four finished last in their 
respective elections but contin-
ue to make various promises 
and pronouncements through 
their social media accounts.

9. Primary winners featured 
plenty of new faces

More than 16,000 Chatham 
residents — 27.5% of  the 
county’s registered voters 
— voted in May’s primary 
election, giving newcomers key 
wins and some familiar faces 
political promotions, the News 
+ Record’s Taylor Heeden and 
Ben Rappaport reported after 
the May primary.

The mid-term primary set 
the table for a few intriguing 
local and statewide Novem-
ber races and established the 
makeup of  Siler City’s board of  
commissioners in a vote that 
was originally scheduled for 
last fall.

No incumbents lost seats, 
and Siler City gained a new 
mayor, Thomas “Chip” Price, 
who’d been serving as a town 
commissioner.

The election sent a message 
about the trust in Siler City 
Commissioners and set the 
stage for the N.C. House and 
county commissioner battles in 
November.

10. Amid concerns about 
partisan poll watchers N.C. group 
connected to election deniers 
trains poll observers ahead of 
midterms

As the November election 
approached, News + Record 
Reporter Maydha Devarajan 
wrote in August that elections 
officials in Chatham County 
and across North Carolina 
were preparing to deal with the 
growing presence of  partisan 
poll watchers, including some 
trained by a group with ties to 
2020 election conspiracies.

The North Carolina State 
Board of  Elections had unan-
imously approved temporary 
rule changes for poll observ-
ers and precinct officials in 
response to reports of  conduct 
violations during the May 
primaries, but another state 
agency rejected the changes in 
August.

Among the opponents to the 
amendments was Jim Womack, 
chairperson of  the Lee County 
Republican Party. Womack 
also serves as a president of  
an organization called North 
Carolina Election Integrity 
Team, which has been holding 
summits this summer to train 
and recruit poll observers.

Though Womack described 
NCEIT a nonpartisan orga-
nization at a training summit 
held last week in Sanford, he 
also said the group is directly 
affiliated with the Conservative 
Partnership Institute of  Wash-
ington and is partnered with 
the N.C. GOP and Republican 
National Committee.

With the midterms loom-
ing and as groups with con-
nections to election deniers 
implement trainings of  their 
own, bolstered with terminol-
ogy like “election integrity,” 
conduct of  poll observers 
remained a concern.

11. Petty, Reives denounce 
negative ads

The race for the Dist. 54 seat 
N.C. House of  Representatives 
turned personal, as Maydha 
Devarajan and Ben Rappaport 
reported in early October, 
with both candidates decrying 
mailers sent to constituents 
containing what they believe 
are inappropriate and unfair 
attacks.

Incumbent Rep. Robert 
Reives II, who holds the Dist. 
54 seat — which includes all 
of  Chatham and a portion of  
Randolph County — took to 
Twitter in a video directly ap-
pealing to his opponent, former 
Chatham County Commission-
er Walter Petty, to refrain from 
“dragging (his) family” into the 

political campaign.
Petty and his Republican 

colleagues have also claimed 
the ads attacking him are both 
quantitatively false and weap-
onize a nonpolitical issue. One 
mailer claims Petty missed 
one-third of  Chatham Coun-
ty Board of  Commissioners’ 
meetings in 2019, but public 
records from the Chatham 
County Clerk of  Commission-
ers show Petty missed a total 
of  36 meetings, 17% of  the 
210 total meetings scheduled 
during his three-year term. 
In 2019, the year the ad calls 
him out for missing one-third 
of  meetings, Petty missed five 
meetings out of  16 total before 
his April resignation. Petty 
resigned during a period of  
rapid growth for his business, 
Atlantic Power Solutions.

12. Winger challenges Turner 
in Dist. 3 race, bringing attention, 
outside cash — and drama

Chatham County School 
Board Dist. 3 incumbent Del 
Turner, who had been on 
the board since 2010, faced a 
challenge from Jessica Winger, 
a Chatham County Schools 
parent and substitute teacher 
calling for more transparency 
from the board. Ben Rappaport 
reported on the race in Octo-
ber.

The race brought sharp 
focus on issues such as Crit-
ical Race Theory, parent 
oversight in curriculum and 
school safety to the local stage. 
Bigger-than-usual donations, 
advertisements and social 
media posts have also swirled 
around the election, which 
turned contentious.

School board seats in Cha-
tham County are technically 
nonpartisan, but Turner has 
frequently affiliated with 
and attended events with the 
Chatham County Democrat-
ic Party, while Winger has 
done the same with Chatham 
County Republicans. And as 
candidates, the two have dif-
fering opinions when it comes 
to what they believe is best for 
the students and stakeholders 
of  Chatham County Schools. 
Turner ultimately prevailed in 
the close race.

13. Roberson, Globuschutz 
vying for top law enforcement 
position in county

The choice for Chatham 
County Sheriff was between 
an incumbent law enforce-
ment veteran who viewed 
himself  as a steady, unifying 
presence in the county and a 
challenger who saw himself  
as a necessary disruptor to an 
office which has suffered under 
failed leadership.

Their approach was reflect-
ed in their campaigning, Bill 
Horner III reported in October.

That challenger, Marcus Glo-
buschutz, a Republican, used 
social media to portray Sheriff 
Mike Roberson, a Democrat, as 
someone who uses “smoke and 
mirrors” to create an image 
that the former describes, in 
a series of  Facebook posts, as 
“fake.”

Globuschutz’s online cam-
paign has been unrelenting, 
calling Roberson “irresponsi-
ble and careless,” saying he’s 
been wasteful with county 
resources, ignored the county’s 
drug trade, and has even taken 
authority away from deputies 
trying to prosecute crimes. 
Roberson has used social me-
dia to show the activity of  his 
staff and office but not direct-
ly addressed Globuschutz’s 
charges on those platforms.

14. The results are in: Demo-
crats take Chatham

November’s election day 
saw Democrats win each of  
the contested partisan races 
in Chatham, despite the state 
giving the N.C. General As-
sembly a Republican majority. 
Chatham bucked the trend 
through strong strategy from 
its local Democratic Party, led 
by new party chairperson Liz 
Guinan and vice chairperson 
Bill DeLano.

At the state level, Natalie 
Murdock won the race for 
Senate and Robert Reives II 
retained his seat in the House 
of  Representatives. 

At a local level, Sheriff Mike 
Roberson won his re-elec-
tion bid, while Democractic 
Chatham Commissioners 
Katie Kenlan, David Delaney 
and Franklin Gomez Flores 
(incumbent) won their bids for 
office. 

On the school board, each of  
the three incumbents — Del 
Turner, Gary Leonard and 
Jane Allen Wilson — won an-

REVIEW
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The new ‘Parents’ Bill of Rights’ would make it so teachers 
would have to ‘out’ LGBTQ+ identifying students to their 
parents.
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other term in office together.
The only Republican to win 

in November was U.S. Rep. 
Richard Hudson. Hudson won 
the Dist. 9 U.S. House of  Repre-
sentatives seat despite 56.68% 
of  Chatham County voting for 
his opponent, Ben Clark. 

Business and economic 
development

With two megasites and 
plenty of  rural charm — and 
the lack of  large employers 
— Chatham has been ripe for 
business development. In 2022, 
the county became the hotbed 
of  economic development in 
a year full of  jobs announce-
ments — setting a record for 
largest project in the state, 
then breaking that record just 
a few months later.

15. VinFast, state make it 
official: Vietnamese automaker 
bringing 7,500 jobs to Chatham 
with $4 billion announcement

What had been rumored 
and speculated about — and 
hoped for — was made official 
on March 29, when VinFast, 
a Vietnamese electric vehicle 
manufacturer, was officially 
introduced as the first tenant 
at Triangle Innovation Point, 
the Chatham County’s huge 
megasite near Moncure.

The announcement, made by 
Gov. Roy Cooper at the Raleigh 
Convention Center in down-
town Raleigh, was record-set-
ting: VinFast plans a manufac-
turing facility that will produce 
a line of  premium battery-pow-
ered SUVs and the batteries to 
power them — creating 7,500 
jobs with a projected invest-
ment of  at least $4 billion.

The average wage at VinFest 
is projected to be about $51,100 
annually.

It’s North Carolina’s first 
automobile manufacturing 
plant — after a long line of  
“misses” — with construction 
starting in 2023, and the first 
EVs (electric vehicles) sched-
uled to roll off the assembly 
line in mid-2024.

Dozens of  Chatham County 
officials and business lead-
ers, along with state leaders, 
attended the announcement 
ceremony.

“North Carolina is quickly 
becoming the center of  our 
country’s emerging, clean 
energy economy,” Cooper said. 
“VinFast’s transformative 
project will bring many good 
jobs to our state, along with a 
healthier environment as more 
electric vehicles take to the 
road to help us reduce green-
house gas emissions.”

VinFast wants to eventually 
build 250,000 premium electric 
SUVs per year at the site, with 
production output initially 
starting at 150,000 annual-
ly. The private automotive 
startup, founded by billionaire 
Pham Nhat Vuong, will pro-
duce both electric batteries and 
vehicles at the site. 

The TIP site’s proximity to 
rail, U.S. 1, the I-540 loop, Re-
search Triangle Park and air-
ports — it’s just six miles from 
Sanford’s Raleigh Executive 
Jetport and about 30 minutes 
from RDU — has made the site, 
with its 47 building locations 
and the capacity for more than 
12 million square feet of  space, 
an attractive potential new 
home for business and indus-
try.

The project — which was 
codenamed “Project Blue” by 
Chatham EDC officials — will 
bring lots of  green to Chatham 
and the state: VinFast’s project 
is estimated to grow the state’s 
economy by at least $71.59 
billion over 32 years, the time 
period when state grants could 
be active, and increase the 
region’s payroll by $383 million 
annually.

“This announcement is the 
culmination of  decades of  hard 
work by current and former 
EDC staff, Chatham County 
staff, our elected officials, local 
and regional partners, and 
support from local citizens,” 
Greg Lewis, chairperson of  the 
Chatham EDC’s board of  direc-
tors, told the News + Record. 
“Welcoming a major employer 
like VinFast to Chatham Coun-
ty will transform the area, 
positively impacting the tax 
base and will retain and draw 
people to the area for years to 
come. This has always been the 
vision for Chatham County, 
and we are very excited to 
witness it come to fruition with 
this project.”

Triangle Innovation Point 
is one of  two megasites in 

Chatham County. Both it and 
the Chatham Advanced Man-
ufacturing site in Siler City 
have seen a flurry of  activity 
and interest in the last year 
or so — “unprecedented” was 
the word used both by Lewis 
and Michael Smith, the EDC’s 
president.

“Having two megasites is 
such a benefit to this county 
and this county’s future,” 
Lewis said.

VinFast, founded in 2017 as 
a wholly-owned subsidiary of  
the Vietnamese conglomerate 
Vingroup, is a global produc-
er of  premium automobiles. 
Headquartered in Hanoi, Viet-
nam, it has a state-of-the-art 
vehicle production facility in 
Hai Phong, Vietnam, that has 
the capacity to produce 950,000 
vehicles per year by 2026. 

VinFast’s rapid growth has 
seen it establish global op-
erations in the U.S., Canada, 
Germany, France and the 
Netherlands. VinFast current-
ly provides an ecosystem of  EV 
products in its home country 
of  Vietnam, including e-scoot-
ers, electric buses and electric 
cars, charging station system 
and green energy solutions.

16. Wolfspeed announces 
historic economic development in 
Chatham County

In September Ben Rappaport 
reported from the lawn of  the 
Governor’s Mansion, where 
North Carolina politicians and 
Wolfspeed executives made 
official what had been antici-
pated for weeks: the Durham-
based semiconductor and chip 
manufacturing company is 
coming to Siler City’s Chatham 
Advanced Manufacturing site.

The company’s project, 
a facility to produce silicon 
carbide chips for industrial and 
commercial uses, set another a 
new record for the largest eco-
nomic development win in state 
history — bringing an expected 
$5 billion investment, along 
with 1,800 jobs over the next five 
years paying an average annual 
wage of  $77,753. It comes less 
than six months after Vietnam-
ese electric vehicle manufactur-
er VinFast’s then-record-setting 
$4 billion announcement to 
build a production facility at 
Chatham’s other megasite, 
Moncure’s Triangle Innovation 
Point.

Wolfspeed, formerly known 
as Cree, is a global leader in sili-
con carbide technology provid-
ing power and radio frequency 
(RF) semiconductors. Its chips 
are used in electric vehicles, 4G 
and 5G mobile development, 
and several emerging indus-
tries.

“The jobs that Wolfspeed is 
bringing will pay 87% more 
than our current average wage. 
That is a huge win for Siler 
City, Chatham County and the 
region,” said Chatham County 
Board of  Commissioners Chair-
person Karen Howard. “I am so 
proud of Chatham and the town 
of Siler City for their tenacity.”

Chatham community
Also making news in 2022 

were stories of  perseverance 
and triumph, of  tragedy, and of  
people from Chatham County 
working together to make the 
community better.

17. County unveils historical 
marker to recognize lynching 
victims

Along Moore Springs Bridge 
on what was once Raleigh 
Road, there’s a tree that holds 
memory. Its limbs cracked 
from bearing the weight, its soil 
forever stained by the blood of  a 
lynching victim.

It is the tree where Eugene 
Daniel was lynched in Chatham 
County in 1921.

Trees across the county hold 
dark memories in their roots, 
too — in the names of  Jerry 
Finch, Harriet Finch, John Pat-
tishall, Lee Tyson and Henry 
Jones.

This was the premise of  a 
poem by North Carolina Poet 
Laureate Jaki Shelton Green 
entitled “I Wanted to Ask 
the Trees.” She performed in 
September, at the unveiling of  
a historical marker donated by 
the Community Remembrance 
Coalition-Chatham and the 
Equal Justice Initiative between 
Chatham County’s old Agri-
cultural Building and Justice 
Center, not far south of  the old 
county courthouse. 

Ben Rappaport reported on 
the marker unveiling and the 
community organizing effort it 
took to erect the memorial.  

The legacy of  Daniel, along 
with the other lynching victims 
in Chatham County, is now 
permanently etched into the 
county’s landscape. The vibrant 
blue marker with yellow letter-
ing erected Saturday marks a 
dark history of  injustice and 
intolerance.

After the cover was lifted to 
reveal the marker, Karen How-
ard, chairperson of the Cha-
tham Board of  Commissioners, 
formally accepted the gift from 
the CRC-C and EJI. She said it 
was a momentous occasion for 
the community.

“The thing that touches me 
most about this day is the faces 
in the crowd,” Howard said. “I 
know it is absolutely essential 
that we change institutional 
practices, but more than that 
we need to be changing the 
hearts and minds of  people.”

She said the marker is a 
small step in healing and taking 
action toward a more anti-racist 
community. While reconcil-
iation of  the past is never a 
finished process, Howard said 
it begins with taking ownership 
of  all aspects of  our shared 
history.

18. Despite threats, Merry Oaks 
community persists

After several months of  
attending services and inter-
viewing church members, Ben 
Rappaport and Anna Connors 
reported on the historic N.C. 
church facing an uncertain 
future due to roadway plans 
from NCDOT for an upcoming 
VinFast facility. 

In Merry Oaks, the past is 
part of  the present. Few places 
in the rural South still exist 
where you can find a preacher 
whose grandfather grew up a 
quarter mile from the church. 
A place where one of  the 
congregation members is the 
great-granddaughter of  some-
one who built the town; where 
the church has one unofficial 
car mechanic; or where every 
congregation member is just 
a few degrees of  separation 
from every grave in the nearby 
cemetery.

The future of  Merry Oaks, 
both the community and the 
church itself, is uncertain. The 
tall white steeple has stood on 
the border between Moncure 
and New Hill — on the corner 
of  Old U.S. 1 and New Elam 
Church Road — since 1888. But 
under recent roadway plans 
from N.C. Dept. of  Transporta-
tion (NCDOT), the church is set 
to be taken to make way for a 
highway into the new VinFast 
facility.

VinFast, the Vietnamese 
electric car manufacturer, has 
promised to invest $4 billion 
and bring 7,500 jobs to Chatham 

County over the next decade 
in the second-largest economic 
development project in state 
history — surpassed only by 
Wolfspeed, which will build in 
western Chatham County near 
Siler City. VinFast is planning 
a 1,765-acre facility in near-
by Moncure at the Triangle 
Innovation Point (TIP) site. The 
roadway plans from NCDOT 
into the facility include taking 
27 homes, five businesses — and 
Merry Oaks Baptist Church.

Members of  the congregation 
are frustrated and upset at the 
current NCDOT plans, but they 
also believe the future of  the 
church is in God’s hands. In 
nearly a century and a half, the 
tall white steeple atop Mer-
ry Oaks Baptist has been no 
stranger to trying times.

The NCDOT plans are only 
the latest to come its way. The 
red pews of  the sanctuary hold 
more memories than the aging 
minds of  its members can 
recall. It holds the beginnings 
of  awkward relationships that 
later became marriages, the 
echoes of  old choir practices 
and maybe even the hidden 
crumbs of  cookies made by the 
preacher’s wife every Sunday.

Beyond the walls of  the 
sanctuary, the church is an 
important symbol because it is 
the last remaining pillar of  the 
community that once was the 
town of Merry Oaks.

19. The Opioid Crisis in Chatham
The opioid epidemic is 

rampant across the county, and 
Chatham was no exception, ac-
cording to reporting by Taylor 
Heeden. 

In a News + Record exclu-
sive two-part series, local law 
enforcement agencies and 
various organizations provided 
their perspective on the rise in 
overdoses in Chatham County, 
and what they’re doing to help 
combat opioid overdoses in the 
community. 

In the first part of  this series, 
the Chatham Sheriff’s Office 
and municipal departments 
provided insight on what they 
were seeing on the front lines. 

Chatham County Sheriff 
Mike Roberson believed the 
drastic uptick in overdose calls 
correlates with the pandemic 
and quarantines. The isolation 
associated with COVID-19, he 
says, has led to more people be-
coming susceptible to overdos-
ing on various substances. Siler 
City Police Chief  Mike Wagner 
added he believed mental 
health plays a huge role in drug 
abuse and addiction. If  there 
were no stigma around drug 
addiction, he said, maybe those 
who suffer from substance 
abuse would be more willing 
to seek treatment. We learned 
about Chatham Recovery, an 
opioid treatment program 
providing medication-assisted 
therapy to help combat symp-
toms such as drug withdrawal 
and cravings, and Chatham 
Drug Free, an organization 
aiming to curb the use of  
opioids, marijuana, alcohol 
and other substances among 
Chatham County’s younger 
population, and is a part of  a 
“prevention coalition” working 
with local law enforcement 
agencies, the county school 
system and more, including 
promoting “the safe storage 
and disposal of  medications.”

20. Local hemp business owners 
sound the alarm on SB 711

This year featured a lot of  
conversation surrounding the 
N.C. General Assembly’s Senate 
Bill 711, which would’ve legal-
ized the medical use of  mari-
juana. Taylor Heeden reported 

on how local hemp business 
owners in Chatham about how 
SB 711 may not be the best 
answer for medicinal cannabis 
legalization. 

Aaron Puryear has been one 
of  the co-owners of  Oak City 
Hemp — located at The Plant in 
Pittsboro — since the compa-
ny’s inception in 2018, when 
hemp-derived products were 
federally legalized across the 
United States.

Some legal hemp-derived 
products, though, offer psycho-
active effects similar to mar-
ijuana, according to Puryear. 
The two main forms of hemp on 
the market in North Carolina 
are CBD — which does not have 
psychoactive properties — and 
Delta-8 THC, which provides 
users with a similar “high” 
the THC found in marijuana, 
known as Delta-9 THC, gives.

“Legally, I have access to 
every cannabinoid the cannabis 
plant has to offer with hemp, 
and there’s over 100 known 
cannabinoids,” Puryear said. “I 
tell people all the time legal-
ization is here — it’s just in a 
different form than most people 
expected.”

Environment
21. 1,4-Dioxane, PFAS and how 

Pittsboro has answered the threat
The fight for clean water in 

Chatham County, most specif-
ically Pittsboro, took a turn in 
2022. 

The town’s board of  commis-
sioners unanimously approved 
a motion to investigate and 
pursue litigation against indus-
tries or others responsible for 
repeated discharges of  PFAS 
and 1,4-Dioxane — two families 
of  compounds which have been 
deemed likely human carcin-
ogens — into the Haw River, 
Pittsboro’s source of  drinking 
water.

While the town’s legal team 
continued to investigate pol-
luters, the Granular Activated 
Carbon (GAC) Filtration Sys-
tem was installed at Pittsboro’s 
Water Treatment Plant. The 
GAC system filters 1,4-Dioxane 
to almost non detectable levels, 
giving residents better access to 
cleaner water. 

Sports
In 2022, one team and several 

individuals won state cham-
pionships in their respective 
sports. Starting with the winter 
sports championships in Feb-
ruary and leading through the 
last few weeks of  December, 
local high school athletes dis-
played why Chatham County is 
an area on the rise in the state 
athletic scene.

22. Chatham athletes bring 
home multiple state champion-
ships

The only Chatham County 
team to win a state champi-
onship in 2022 was the North-
wood girls basketball team, 
which defeated Enka, 70-42, in 
the 3A state finals in Raleigh 
on March 12, with former 
sports editor Victor Hensley in 
attendance.

The win marked the first 
team championship for the 
Chargers since Northwood 
opened back in 1970. The Char-
gers were led by senior Olivia 
Porter, who totaled 18 points on 
7-of-11 shooting.

After the game, Porter — who 
transferred to Pittsboro from 
Auburn High in Alabama ahead 
of  the season — said she felt 
like she was playing for two 
teams at once.

“It feels amazing,” Porter 
said. I feel like I won for two cit-
ies ... I was kind of  representing 
two teams, essentially, because 
I knew my old coach was going 
to be watching this game, so I 
knew I had to make him proud, 
as well as my teammates and 
coaches here. It just means a lot 
that I finally reached this point, 
and I’m the first in my family, 
so that proves I’m the most 
athletic one.”

There were other champions 
in 2022. Before moving on to the 
college ranks, 2022 Northwood 
grad Caroline Murrell had a 
historic senior season with the 
Chargers.

After winning the 3,200-meter 
race at the 3A indoor champi-
onships in February, Murrell 
— now a member of  the N.C. 
State cross country and track 
and field teams — won both the 
3,200- and 1,600-meter races at 
the outdoor championships in 
May. 

And after a long season 
competing in a team setting, 
Chatham Central seniors Ol-
ivia Brooks and Ellie Phillips 
paired up for the 1A doubles 
state tournament, and eventu-
ally came out on top to claim 
a title.

REVIEW
Continued from page A10

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Wolfspeed President and CEO Gregg Lowe announced a historic investment in Chatham 
County at the Governor’s Mansion in Raleigh in September. The company will invest $5 
billion and create 1,800 jobs at the Chatham-Siler City Advanced Manufacturing Site.
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water in several states, including 
Michigan and Pennsylvania,” she 
said. “The hesitancy more Ameri-
cans seem to have now to vaccina-
tion is believed to be causing these 
outbreaks. Lack of  vaccines leads 
to more outbreaks and illness-
es that can cause disability and 
death, especially among children.”

In Chatham County, 90% of  all 
children ages 2 to 3 received re-
quired vaccinations in 2020, includ-
ing the MMR (measles, mumps, 
rubella) and varicella (chicken 
pox) vaccines — compared to 73% 
statewide, said Zachary Horner, the 
public information specialist for 
the Chatham County Public Health 
Department. A year later, those 
numbers had fallen to 86% in Cha-
tham County and 72% statewide, a 
number Horner attributed in part to 
delays in vaccination appointments 
related to the pandemic.

“We’re so grateful to the Chatham 
County parents and guardians 
who have gotten their children and 
young ones vaccinated on time and 
thoroughly,” Horner said. “This 
consistently-high uptake rate — 
we’ve been at 86% or better for at 
least the last 10 years — is likely one 
of  the reasons why we’ve been able 
to avoid the outbreaks we’re seeing 
in other places.”

Still, he said, the CCPHD shares 
the same concerns other public 
health departments and medi-
cal experts have expressed over 
increasing vaccine hesitancy and 

skepticism. 
“There’s no doubt mis- and dis-in-

formation about COVID vaccines 
have spread to other vaccines as 
well, especially childhood ones,” 
Horner said. “We’ve seen mis- and 
dis-information before in public 
health, but social media broadens 
the reach of  those messages and 
leaves many people vulnerable to 
bad actors spreading false informa-
tion.”

Horner said the facts “clearly 
state” childhood vaccines, including 
the MMR, varicella, and combined 
MMRV shots, keep children from 
contracting those illnesses, which 
can become serious. 

“We could cite a lot of  data, but 
perhaps one of  the best places to 
look is how these diseases have, for 
the most part, nearly evaporated 
in the United States,” he said. “The 
U.S. began a chickenpox vaccination 
program in 1995. At the time, there 
were more than 4 million cases, 
more than 10,000 hospitalizations, 
and up to 150 deaths a year from 
chickenpox.”

As of  2020, according to data from 
the Centers for Disease Control, 
there were fewer than 150,000 cases, 
less than 1,400 hospitalizations, and 
less than 30 deaths from the disease, 
he said.

“It’s that simple,” Horner said. 
“Vaccination saves lives.”

The CCPHD offers the MMR and 
varicella vaccines at its Siler City 
clinic every weekday from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. If  your child has not yet 
received these important vaccines, 
he said, “we urge you to act now.”

For more information, call 919-
742-5641.

NEED TO KNOW

Here’s the lowdown on 
measles, chickenpox

MEASLES
The Disease
Measles is a respiratory disease 

caused by a virus. The disease of  mea-
sles and the virus that causes it share 
the same name. The disease is also 
called rubeola. Measles virus normally 
grows in the cells that line the back of  
the throat and lungs.

The Vaccine
Measles vaccine is administered 

through the combination MMR (mea-
sles, mumps, and rubella) or by the 
MMRV (measles, mumps, rubella and 
varicella) vaccine.

Who Should Get Vaccinated?
Children should be given the first 

dose of  MMR vaccine soon after the first 
birthday (12 to 15 months of  age). The 
second dose is recommended before the 
start of  the kindergarten.

N.C. Requirements
Two doses at least 28 days apart. One 

dose on or after 12 months of  age and be-
fore 16 months of  age, and a second dose 
before entering school for the first time. 
The requirement for a second dose does 
not apply to individuals who entered 
school, college or university for the first 
time before July 1, 1994.

A person who has been diagnosed pri-
or to January 1, 1994, by a physician (or 
designee such as a nurse practitioner or 
physician’s assistant) as having measles 
(rubeola) or an individual who has been 
documented by serological testing to 
have a protective antibody titer against 
measles is not required to receive mea-
sles vaccine. Individuals born before 
1957 are not required to receive measles 
vaccine except in measles outbreak 
situations.

MMR vaccine is very effective at pro-
tecting people against measles, mumps, 
and rubella, and preventing the compli-
cations caused by these diseases. People 
who receive MMR vaccination according 
to the U.S. vaccination schedule are usu-
ally considered protected for life against 
measles and rubella. While MMR 
provides effective protection against 
mumps for most people, immunity 
against mumps may decrease over time 
and some people may no longer be pro-
tected against mumps later in life. An 
additional dose may be needed if  you are 
at risk because of  a mumps outbreak.

One dose of  MMR vaccine is 93% 

effective against measles, 78% effec-
tive against mumps, and 97% effective 
against rubella.

Two doses of  MMR vaccine are 97% ef-
fective against measles and 88% effective 
against mumps.

 

VARICELLA (CHICKENPOX)
The Disease
Chickenpox is caused by infection 

with the varicella zoster virus, which 
causes fever and an itchy rash. It is 
spread by coughing and sneezing (highly 
contagious), by direct contact, and 
by aerosolization of  virus from skin 
lesions.

The Vaccine
The chickenpox vaccine can prevent 

this disease. Currently, two doses of  
vaccine are recommended for children, 
adolescents and adults.

Who Should Get Vaccinated?
All children and adults without evi-

dence of  immunity should receive the 
chickenpox vaccine. Children should 
receive one dose of  chickenpox vaccine 
at 12 to 15 months of  age and a second 
dose at 4 to 6 years of  age.

N.C. Requirements
Two doses administered at least 28 

days apart. One dose on or after 12 
months of  age and before age 19 months, 
and a second dose before entering school 
for the first time.

An individual with laboratory confir-
mation of  varicella disease immunity 
or has been documented by serological 
testing to have a protective antibody 
titer against varicella is not required to 
receive varicella vaccine. An individual 
who has documentation from a physi-
cian, nurse practitioner, or physician’s 
assistant verifying history of  varicella 
disease is not required to receive vari-
cella vaccine. The documentation shall 
include the name of  the individual with 
a history of  varicella disease, the ap-
proximate date or age of  infection, and 
a health care provider signature. Indi-
viduals born before April 1, 2001, are not 
required to receive varicella vaccine. The 
requirement for the second dose of  vari-
cella vaccine shall not apply to individu-
als who enter Kindergarten or 1st grade 
for the first time before July 1, 2015.

Sources: Johnsie Hubble, RN, MPH, CIC, 
infection preventionist/employee health 
director, Chatham Hospital; CDC.gov; N.C. 
Dept. of  Health & Human Services; North 
Carolina Immunization Branch.
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Some parents have been reluctant to have their children receive 
recommended immunizations since the start of the pandemic.

Bowen Insurance Agency is located at:

1345 Thompson Street

 

Give us a call at 919-444-2499

www.boweninsurance.com

Bowen Insurance 

Agency 

serves Pittsboro, 

Chapel Hill, Siler City, 

and the surrounding 

communities.

C
all Bowen Insurance Agency today 

for all of your insurance needs!  

We specialize in homeowners, auto, 

and life insurance.

We are OPEN 
and here for you.

Jennifer McLaurin
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BOYS BASKETBALL

Northwood falls to Camden, top recruits 
Wagner, Bradshaw

BY JEREMY VERNON
News + Record Sports Editor

RALEIGH — A battle 
between some of  the top boys 
basketball recruits in the 
country, including one from 
Chatham County, took center 
stage at the John Wall Invita-
tional at Broughton High in 
Raleigh last Wednesday night.

Playing in its second game 
of  the holiday showcase, the 
Northwood boys basketball 
team faced off against Camden 
High (N.J.), the No. 5 team in 
the country, according to Max-
Preps’ rankings. The Panthers 
boast a roster filled with Divi-
sion I talent, including guard 
D.J. Wagner — a Kentucky 
commit who is ranked as the 
No. 1 senior in the entire coun-
try — and fellow senior center 
Aaron Bradshaw, the No. 6 
player in the class who is also 
committed to the Wildcats.  

Led by junior Drake Powell, 
a UNC commit ranked as the 
No. 50 national prospect in 
the Class of  2024, Northwood 
cruised to a 77-57 win in its 
tournament-opener against 
Seventy-First on Tuesday. The 
Chargers couldn’t find the 
same magic against Camden 
however, falling 60-36 in front 
of  a raucous crowd.

“We’re disappointed in the 
outcome, obviously, but we’re 

blessed to be in the situation 
we’re in, being asked back to 
the John Wall for the second 
year in a row,” said North-
wood head coach Matt Brown. 
“We’re going to get better 
because of  it. You have to give 
Camden credit. They’re a heck 
of  a team ... I thought our guys 
competed for four quarters 
and held with them. We kind 
of  showed what Northwood 
was about. Our guys fought 
hard, and I’m super proud of  
my guys.”

Northwood held tough in 
the game’s opening quarter, 
battling to a 9-7 lead behind 

six points from Powell, who 
finished with a team-high 20 
points. But after taking the 
opening punch from the Char-
gers, Camden locked in and 
completely flipped the momen-
tum of  the game.

After the first quarter, Cam-
den held Northwood to 9-of-29 
(31.0%) shooting from the field 
over the final three periods. 
Outside of  Powell’s 20, the 
Charger with the most points 
was Fred Whitaker, who had 
six points on 3-of-11 shooting 
to go with five rebounds.

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Nothwood junior Drake Powell (32) averaged 18 points 
and 11 rebounds in two games at the John Wall Holiday 
Invitational last week.

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Northwood sophomore Isaiah Blair attempts a layup in the 
Chargers’ 77-57 win over Seventy-First last Tuesday. 

HOLIDAY HOOPS

Hawks, Chargers, Knights each 
win holiday tournaments 

BY JEREMY VERNON
News + Record Sports Editor

Unlike many other local athletes, 
several Chatham County basketball 
players were busy the week after 
Christmas competing in holiday 
tournaments.

Among the team’s who showcased 
their talents last week was the Sea-
forth girls basketball team, which 
won all three of  its games to take the 

title at the 2022 Devil Classic, hosted 
by Swain County High.

The Hawks (9-1) opened the tour-
nament with a 68-51 victory over 
North Stokes. Seaforth then han-
dled Owen High before taking down 
Mitchell High in the final game of  
the showcase.   

Through 10 games, head coach 
Charles Byrd led Seaforth to a 9-1 
record in just its second season as a 
program. Last year, the Hawks were 

6-4 in their first 10 games before 
rallying to go undefeated in confer-
ence play and win 13 of  their final 17 
games.

Seaforth has been really locked 
in defensively. The Hawks are only 
allowing 33.2 points per game to their 
opponents, compared to 38.1 points 
per game allowed a season ago.

Seaforth returned to the court 

Photo courtesy of Seaforth Athletics

The Seaforth girls basketball team won the 2022 Devil Tournament, hosted by Swain County High, last week.

Which Chatham County teams 
could win state titles in 2023? 

BY JEREMY VERNON
News + Record Sports Editor

In 2022, only one Chatham County high school 
team — Northwood’s girls basketball team — 
won a state championship.

How many could lift trophies over the next 12 
months?

To celebrate the new year, the News + Record 
is highlighting several teams which could have 
what it takes to win state championships in 
2023. The county has several talented teams in 

several different sports, including some which 
figure to be among the final teams standing at 
the end of  their respective seasons.

Here’s a breakdown of  the squad’s to watch in 
the new year:

Basketball
The sport in Chatham County with the most 

potential for success in 2023 figures to be basket-
ball. Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Woods Charter junior Leyla Noronha scored a team-high 50 
goals for the Wolves during the 2022 spring season.

Panthers need 
an offensive-

minded coach 
After keeping their 

playoff hopes alive for an 
absurdly long time, the 
Carolina Panthers were 
officially eliminated from 
postseason contention 
with a 30-24 loss to Tampa 
Bay on the road Sunday 
afternoon.

Sitting at 6-10 entering 
the final week of  the reg-
ular season, the Panthers 

are anticipating an offseason full of  change. 
One decision Carolina will have to make 
quickly is whether to retain interim head 
coach Steve Wilks or bring in someone new 
for the position.

Wilks deserves his fair share of  credit for 
helping turn things around this season. At 
the time of  Matt Rhule’s firing, the Panthers 
were 1-4 and had one of  the most inept of-
fenses in the entire league. When Wilks took 
over the head job, he focused on establishing 
the run and creating a smash-mouth identity 
for his team. The Panthers rank 12th in the 
NFL in rushing yards per game (127.4), and 
most of  that production has come after trad-
ing All-Pro Christian McCaffrey to the 49ers 
midway through the season. 

Couple that with his knowledge of  defen-
sive schemes and his likable personality, and 
Wilks was exactly the right man for the job. 
But is he the right choice going forward?

I don’t think so.
To complete their turnaround, the Pan-

thers need to bring in an offensive coach to 
maximize the talent already on the roster 

JEREMY 
VERNON
Sports Editor

See HOOPS, page B2

See WINS, page B4 See PANTHERS, page B5

See 2023, page B2
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SCORES AND SCHEDULES
SCORES

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27

Boys basketball

Northwood 77, Seventy-First 57
Richland Northeast 63, Seaforth 34

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28

Girls basketball

Seaforth 68, North Stokes 51
Northwood 74, Hoke County 22

Boys basketball

Camden 60, Northwood 36
Cardinal Newman 83, Seaforth 55
Chatham Charter 84, Albemarle 43

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29

Girls basketball

Northwood 57, Southern Alamance 
32

Chatham Charter 39, South Guilford 
Home School 27

Boys basketball

Chatham Charter 65, West Stanly 34

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30

Girls basketball

Seaforth 65, Mitchell 35
Northwood 45, Chapel Hill 31
Chatham Charter 50, South Guilford 

Home School 37

Boys basketball

Chatham Charter 55, South Stanly 19

SCHEDULES

TUESDAY, JANUARY 3

Girls basketball

Northwood vs. Person (6 p.m.)
Seaforth vs. Chatham Central (6 

p.m.)
Woods Charter at Eno River (6 p.m.)

Boys basketball

Northwood vs. Person (7:30 p.m.)
Seaforth vs. Chatham Central (7:30 

p.m.)
Woods Charter at Eno River (7:30 

p.m.)

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4

Wrestling

Northwood at Orange (6 p.m.)
Seaforth at Cummings (6 p.m.)
Chatham Central vs. Bartlett Yancey 

(6 p.m.)

THURSDAY, JANUARY 5

Swimming

Northwood vs. Cedar Ridge at Trian-
gle Sportsplex (8 p.m.)

Girls basketball

Seaforth vs. Grace Christian School 
(6 p.m.)

Chatham Central vs. Harnett Central 
(6 p.m.)

Boys basketball

Chatham Central vs. Harnett Central 
(7:30 p.m.)

FRIDAY, JANUARY 6

Girls basketball

Seaforth at Jordan-Matthews (6 p.m.)

Chatham Charter vs. Research Tri-
angle (6 p.m.)

Woods Charter vs. North Moore (6 
p.m.)

Boys basketball

Seaforth at Jordan-Matthews (7:30 
p.m.)

Chatham Charter vs. Research Tri-
angle (7:30 p.m.)

Woods Charter vs. North Moore (7:30 
p.m.)

Wrestling

Northwood/Chatham Charter vs. 
Eastern Alamance (6 p.m.)

Swimming

Seaforth vs. Jordan-Matthews at 
Asheboro YMCA (6 p.m.)

SATURDAY, JANUARY 7

Indoor track

Northwood in Just Don’t Lose Clas-
sic at JDL Fast Track in Winston-Sa-
lem (8 a.m.)

Wagner, for his part, 
scored a game-high 22 
points on 8-of-17 shooting, 
which included a 4-of-9 
mark from 3-point range. 
Often tasked with guard-
ing the 6-foot-3 combo 
guard, Powell said after 
the game that the match-
up against Wagner was 
one he relished coming 
into the game.

“I respect D.J. Wagner 
a lot,” Powell said. “Play-
ing against him in an 
atmosphere like this was 
pretty crazy. I take pride 
in playing defense, and 
playing a great offensive 
player like him was pret-
ty surreal.”

One of  the biggest 
differences in Wednes-
day’s game was Camden’s 
dominance in the post. 
The Panthers grabbed 
19 offensive rebounds, 
including seven by senior 
Cornelius Robinson, 
which led to 13 sec-
ond-chance points. Cam-
den also scored 39 points 
in the paint, compared to 
16 for the Chargers.

In total, Camden out-
rebounded Northwood, 
46-25, in the matchup. 
Bradshaw — who stands 
at 7-foot-0 — grabbed 10 
boards, including eight 
on the defensive end. The 
Chargers’ tallest players, 
6-foot-11 senior Kenan 
Parrish and 6-foot-8 
senior Max Frazier, were 
held to just six combined 
rebounds.

“(Camden) just wanted 
it more than we did,” 
Whitaker said.

Despite his team’s 
second-half  performance, 
Brown said playing in the 
John Wall Invitational 
should prepare his team 
for the hostile envi-

ronments and raucous 
crowds they’ll likely 
encounter in the state 
playoffs.

“I told these guys, 
‘There are no moral 
victories,’” Brown said 
Wednesday. “We came 
out strong, and it just 
wasn’t our night. This 
atmosphere was like a 
Final Four atmosphere. 
I’ve never been anything 
like this since our Final 
Four year in Fayetteville 
against Westover. It 
was that type of  crowd. 
These guys got a taste of  
it, and it’s going to make 
them hungry and also 
prepare them for the 
playoffs.”

As teams prepare to re-
turn from holiday break, 
Northwood boasts a 10-2 

record through its first 
12 games. The Chargers 
have been among the 
most consistent teams 
in the entire state over 
the past several years, 
amassing a 65-10 record 
since the start of  2019-20 
and reaching at least the 
fourth round of  the play-
offs in each of  the past 
three seasons.

This year’s Northwood 
team is averaging 69.1 
points per game, way 
up from the 60.5 points 
the Chargers averaged 
in 2021-22. Conversely, 
Brown’s team is allow-
ing an average of  54.3 
points per game, which 
is up from last season’s 
average of  41.9 points per 
game allowed.

Powell leads the 

Chargers in both points 
(20.6) and rebounds (7.8) 
per game this season 
while also dishing out 
3.4 assists. Four other 
players — Parrish (9.8), 
junior Jake Leighton 
(9.2), Whitaker (8.6) 
and Frazier (8.5) — are 
averaging at least eight 
points per game this 
season.

Northwood returns to 
the court Tuesday night 
for a conference game 
against Person High. The 
Chargers won all three 
of  their games against 
the Rockets — who are 
11-1 this season — last 
winter.

News + Record corre-
spondent Evan Rogers 
contributed to this story. 

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Northwood junior Fred Whitaker is averaging 8.6 
points and 3.8 assists per game for the Chargers 
this season.

HOOPS
Continued from page B1

Right now, two area boys 
teams — Northwood and Cha-
tham Charter — are among 
the best in their respective 
classifications. The Chargers 
(10-2) are ranked by Max-
Preps as the No. 1 team in 
the 3A East region, while the 
Knights (15-0) are ranked as 
the third team in the 1A East 
behind Bertie and Washing-
ton County.

Both teams have plenty 
of  experience playing in big 
games. Northwood has made 
at least the fourth round of  
the playoffs in each of  the 
past three seasons. Chatham 
Charter, meanwhile, made it 
to the finals of  the 1A state 
tournament last year be-
fore falling to Hayesville in 
overtime.

The Knights are 15-0 for 
the first time in program 
history. They are led in scor-
ing by senior Adam Harvey 
(15.9 points per game), while 
his little brother Beau leads 

the team in assists (5.1) and 
steals (4.8) per game.

Northwood, meanwhile, 
enters the new year with a 
10-2 record and looks ready 
to dominate the Central 3A 
Conference despite losing its 
final game of  2022 to pow-
erful Camden (N.J.) at the 
John Wall Invitational. The 
Chargers have been the class 
of  the league over the past 
several seasons, boasting a 
38-3 record against confer-
ence opponents since the 
beginning of  2019-20.

Girls soccer
Once the spring athletic 

season begins, one of  the top 
squads in the county will 
be the Woods Charter girls 
soccer team.

The Wolves are coming off 
a historic season that saw 
them go 19-1-2 overall and 
give up just 13 goals across 22 
games. Head coach Graeme 
Stewart’s team made it all 
the way to last season’s 1A 
state final before losing to 
Christ the King, 3-0.

Woods only had two seniors 

on last year’s team, meaning 
the Wolves will welcome back 
the majority of  their talent 
this spring. Leading the way 
will be junior forward Leyla 
Noronha, who had 50 goals 
and 14 assists as a sophomore 
last season.

The Wolves will also bring 
back senior midfielders Lucy 
Miller and Chloe Richard, 
who combined for 45 goals 
and 24 assists last spring. 
Junior midfielder Caroline 
Mitchell (14 goals, 14 assists 
in 2021) returns, too.

After falling in the state fi-
nal last June, Stewart shared 
his confidence in the future 
of  his team, including his 
squad for 2023.

“We’ve got some players 
coming up and we’ve got a ju-
nior class that is going to be 
a year older,” Stewart said. “I 
told them to go play club, go 
learn from other coaches and 
get more experience ... Next 
year starts now.”

One loss Woods will have 
to address is that of  goal-
keeper Jana Matthews, who 
played the majority of  the 

minutes in net for the Wolves 
in 2022. The keeper with the 
most experience on the cur-
rent roster is senior Maddie 
Sparrow, who played 345 
minutes last year.

Girls tennis
One of  the big surprises 

of  this past year was the 
success of  the Seaforth girls 
tennis team, which went 11-1 
during the regular season 
and 8-0 in conference play. 
Despite falling in the first 
round of  the state playoffs 
to N.C. Science & Math, the 
Hawks entered the state 
tournament as the No. 1 seed 
in the 2A east region. 

Like many Seaforth teams, 
the girls tennis team will 
benefit from a lack of  turn-
over when they return to the 
court this fall. The Hawks 
are expected to return each 
of  their top six players 
— junior Evelyn Atkins, 
sophomores Bailey Shadoan 
and Lillian McFall, junior 
Lauren Keeley and sopho-
mores Makenzy Lehew and 
Caroline Bowman.

Atkins had a 7-4 record at 
No. 1 singles this fall, while 
Keeley and Lehew combined 
for a 12-1 singles record and 
an 8-1 record as a doubles pair. 

Head coach Peter Petrides 
has built a solid foundation 
in just two years with the 
Hawks, but he’s always re-
mained focused on the future.

“I tell them all the time, 
‘This is a multi-year commit-
ment that, if  you get on the 
ground floor, we’re going to 
be here for a while and we’re 
going to be able to see our 
progress together,’” Petrides 
told the News + Record in Oc-
tober. “They’ve all seen how 
we’ve gotten better as a team, 
and each player has seen their 
games get so much better. To 
be honest, it makes my job so 
much easier that they already 
buy in. They want to be here. 
They listen. It’s great. It’s 
been very easy to sell to the 
kids and to the parents.”

Sports Editor Jeremy Vernon 
can be reached at jeremy@
chathamnr.com or on Twitter 
at @jbo_vernon.  

2023
Continued from page B1

Each year, Central Electric sponsors 
two rising high school juniors or 
seniors on the trip of a lifetime to 
Washington, D.C in connection with 
the Electric Cooperative Youth Tour. 
While in D.C., you’ll join 1,800 other 
students from across the country to 
meet members of Congress and learn 
more about American history and 
electric cooperatives.

The 2023 trip is June 17-23 and the 
deadline for all applications is Jan. 23. 
Visit CEMCPower.com to apply or to find out more information on 
this incredible opportunity. Central Electric is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.

128 Wilson Rd
SANFORD,  NC CEMCPower.com

9 1 9 - 7 7 4 - 4 9 0 0
8 0 0 - 4 4 6 - 7 7 5 2— —

Students, get your applications in for the 
2023 Electric Cooperative Youth Tour!

Hours: Mon.–Fri. 11am–5pm and Saturday 10am–4pm,  Closed Sun.



CLIPBOARD Q&A | JASON MESSIER

Messier: Knights are hungry, but won’t let quest 
for redemption ‘consume them’ 

BY JEREMY VERNON
News + Record Sports 

Editor

The only undefeated 
high school basketball 
team left in Chatham 
County is the Chatham 
Charter boys team, which 
is 15-0 after a pair of  wins 
at the Comet Christmas 
Classic last week.

The Knights are com-

ing off a 2021-22 season 
that saw them finish with 
a 33-2 record after a loss 
in the 1A state champion-
ship game to Hayesville. 
Chatham Charter has 
had a winning record 
in each of  the last six 
seasons under Jason 
Messier — who has led 
the Knights to a 119-11 
record since the start of  
the 2018-19 season. 

This year, Chatham 
Charter seems to have hit 
a new gear on both ends 
of  the floor. The Knights 
are averaging 71.4 points 
per game this winter, up 
from 66.1 points per game 
last season. They’re also 
allowing just 32.4 points 
per game to their oppo-
nents, down from 35.1 in 
2021-22.

Leading the team in 

scoring through 15 games 
is senior Adam Harvey, 
who is averaging 15.9 
points per game to go 
with 3.3 assists and 3.2 
steals. The only other 
player averaging over 10 
points per game is soph-
omore Brennan Oldham 
(11.8), while fellow soph-
omore Beau Harvey is 
averaging 9.9 points and a 
team-high 5.1 assists and 
4.8 steals per game.

Ahead of  his team’s re-
turn to the court, Messier 
caught up with the News 
+ Record to discuss his 
feelings about the team 
so far, his thoughts on his 
impact sophomores and 
his expectations for the 
rest of  the season. 

Your team won both 
of its game at its holiday 
tournament last week. How 
do you feel about where the 
team is at this point in the 
season?

JASON MESSIER: We 
enjoyed our time at the 
Comet Christmas Classic, 
hosted by North Stanly. 
We got a chance to play 
at Pfeiffer University, 
a bigger gym. It was a 
different environment. 
We’re in a really good 
spot right now I think. I 
think offensively, we’re 
sharing the ball, as we’ve 
been doing all year. But 
I think defensively is 
where we’ve picked it 
up a notch. We’ve been 
guarding well with our 
team defense, and as we 
saw in the tournament 
we played in, it caused 
a lot of  problems for the 
opposing team.

Your team is giving up 
less than 35 points per 
game. What are the things 
you’ve been trying to 
emphasize in practice to get 
the guys locked in defen-
sively, both technically and 
mentally?

On a daily basis at 
practice we’re working 
on the fundamentals, 
especially the funda-
mentals on the defensive 
end. We’re just trying to 
get the guys to under-
stand that — as I think 
I’ve mentioned to you 
before — we made a nice 
run last year and we’re 
not going to surprise 
anybody. We’re going 
to get everybody’s best 
shot every time we play, 
it doesn’t matter who the 
opponent is. We just need 
to clean up some things 
defensively that we’ve 
been able to get away 

with against some of  our 
opponents. But when we 
start making that playoff 
run, we can’t have those 
lackadaisical defensive 
mistakes that could cost 
us a game.

You’re led by senior 
Adam Harvey, but two play-
ers who have had a huge 
impact so far have been 
sophomores Beau Harvey 
and Brennan Oldham. What 
has it been like watching 
the two of them grow as 
players from where they 
were last year?

Beau has been our 
point guard. The ball has 
been in his hands. He’s 
grown a lot as a leader on 
the team, where we can 
trust him to make the 
right call when it comes 
to the offensive side. 
Defensively, he can guard 
at a high level. I think 
they’ve both matured at 
both aspects of  the game.

Brennan was the MVP 
of  the Comet Christmas 
Classic we were just in. 
He’s really developing 
that confidence to be able 
to score from anywhere 
on the floor. Defensively 
he’s also been getting 
after it. I know in our 
second game he had 10 
rebounds. He didn’t have 
a double-double. I think 
he ended up with nine 
points. But then in the 
championship game he 
was just a force out there. 
I think they both have 
that maturity, and they’re 
buying what we’ve 
been selling as coaches. 
They’re part of  that.

You’re about to enter the 
heart of conference play. 
What sort of improvements 
do you want to see your 
team make before the start 
of the postseason?

I still think it’s about 
where we are defensively. 
I know I said we’ve been 

playing at a high level 
defensively, but there is 
plenty of  room to im-
prove, especially in our 
man-to-man defense. I 
want them to continue 
to challenge themselves, 
find those little intrinsic 
motivations that you need 
to have to be successful 
and figure out what each 
of  their roles are going to 
be as the season pro-
gresses.

You’re coming off the trip 
to the state final last year. 
It didn’t end the way you 
wanted it to, obviously. Can 
you see the hunger in your 
players and that desire to 
get back to that stage?

I can definitely sense 
it. But we don’t let it con-
sume us. We know that 
opportunity was there. 
We know what we need 
to do to be successful, 
and we challenge them 
every day at practice to 
do those things. We can 
go back to defense, but 
I just feel like we have 
another level in us. I 
think it’s really going to 
impact a lot of  teams, 
especially those stronger 
teams, when you get in 
the playoffs.

Any worry that your 
conference schedule isn’t 
giving you the challenge 
you need before entering 
the playoffs?

It’s a thing a lot of  
people talk about, but I 
just really believe that 
we’re doing things the 
right way, teaching 
things the right way and 
playing things the right 
way, it doesn’t matter 
who the opponent is. 
Instead of  winning by 
20 or 30, we might have 
a closer game against 
tougher opponents. We 
continue to challenge 
them to do things the 
right way, and I think 
that’s going to bode well 
for us as far as success 
in the playoffs. We have 
an MLK game against 
Eastern Alamance and 
we still have Seaforth as 
our last regular season 
game, as well. So those 
will be two different types 
of  challenges for us, and 
we’ll be able to see if  we 
need to adjust anything 
or continue doing what 
we’re doing.

Sports Editor Jeremy 
Vernon can be reached 
at jeremy@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @
jbo_vernon.  
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Photo courtesy of Chatham 
Charter

Chatham Charter boys 
basketball coach Jason 
Messier has an overall 
record of 119-11 since 
the start of the 2018-19 
season.

ASHEBORO TIE YARDS, INC
Mushroom Compost • Shredded Hardwood Mulch 
Pine Mini Nuggets • Brick Chips • Sand • Top Soil 

Black, Brown & Red Mulch • White Pea Gravel • Railroad Ties
205 Hanner Town Rd. Bear Creek 

(2 miles South of Bonlee on Old 421)
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7 AM - 4 PM, Fri. 7 AM - 12 PM

(919) 837-2822 • We Deliver!

Locally Owned and Operated by Greg and Donna Kennedy

Licensed and Insured

Offi ce: 919-742-4587 Cell: 919-427-2374

D & G     
Plumbing Problems?

Commercial and Residential Installation and Service

Located in Siler City

Local Service Directory 
FIND THE HELP YOU’RE LOOKING FOR!

Bob Atkinson, GRI, CRS, E-PRO
Homes-Land-Investments
C: 919-362-6999

Atkinson Properties Group
bobatkinson321@gmail.com

John Hayes, Jr • 919-548-0474

JHJ Painting & Power Washing

“We Specialize in All Your Painting & 
Power Washing Needs”

Deck Washing, Renewal & Repair • Window Washing & Install
Carpentry • Door Install • Other Small Repairs

AT YOUR

Call Advertising @ 919-663-3232
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Staff photo by James Kiefer

Northwood 220-pounder Jake Dunning screams after pinning Orange’s 
Elijah Acosta during the 3A mideast regionals in February.

Staff photo by James Kiefer

Jordan-Matthews sophomore Dwight Headen competes in the 4x200 relay 
at the 2A mideast track and field championships on May 14.

PHOTOS OF THE YEAR

Staff photo by James Kiefer

Chatham Central sophomore Landry Allen clears 
a hurdle during a 100-meter hurdle prelim at the 
1A mideast regionals on May 14. 

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Two Northwood players celebrate after the 
Chargers win the 3A state championship with a 
70-42 victory over Enka on Dec. 12.

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Chatham Charter sophomore Zach Cartrette 
pitches during the Knights’ win over KIPP Pride in 
the first round of the 1A state playoffs on May 10.

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

The Chatham Central football team takes the field 
ahead of its game against Trinity on Aug. 19

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Woods Charter battles Hobbton under the sunset 
during the fourth round of the 1A state playoffs 
on May 31.

Staff photo by James Kiefer

Northwood senior Colin Henry lays in the grass 
following a relay event at the Chatham County 
Invitationals on April 2.

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Seaforth junior Kooper Jones (4) throws down a 
dunk as fellow junior Lamar Murray (10) cheers him 
on in the Hawks’ win over Southern Lee on Dec. 1.

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Northwood senior Drew Entrekin waits for a kick 
under a cloudy sky during the Chargers’ 36-34 
loss to Person on Sept. 29.

Tuesday for a Mid-Car-
olina Conference game 
against Chatham Central 
(after press time). The 
Hawks play again Thurs-
day night at home vs. 
Grace Christian at 5 p.m. 

The other local girls 
team to play in a holiday 
tournament last week 
was Northwood, which 
hosted and won the 2022 
First Bank Charger 
Classic. The Chargers 
knocked off Hoke County 
in their showcase-opener 
last Wednesday before 
defeating Southern 
Alamance and Chapel 
Hill, respectively, in the 
semifinals and finals.

Northwood was led 
during the tournament 
by seniors Te’Keyah 
Bland and Gianna Mc-
Manaman, who com-
bined for 35 points in the 
Chargers’ first game of  
the tournament. McMa-
naman was ultimately 

named MVP of  the 
showcase, while Bland 
and junior Skylar Adams 
both made the all-tourna-
ment team.

The Chargers have 
turned things around 
after a rough start to the 
season. Head coach Kerri 
Snipes’ team began the 
year 0-3, but Northwood 
stood at 8-4 through 12 
games entering Tuesday’s 
game against Person 
(after press time).

On the boys side, one 
of  three Chatham County 
teams active last week 
was Chatham Charter, 
which won the Comet 
Christmas Classic, held 
at Pfeiffer University in 
Misenheimer.

The Knights had few 
problems handling their 
tournament opponents. In 
the first round, Charter 
dominated Albemarle, 84-
43. The Knights won their 
semifinal game over West 
Stanly before demolishing 
South Stanly, 55-19, in the 
showcase’s title game.

The MVP of the tour-

nament for Chatham 
Charter was sophomore 
Brennan Oldham, who av-
eraged 14.0 points and six 
rebounds per game over 
the three games played. 
He also had five blocks in 
the tournament final.

Entering the new year, 
the Knights are the only 
undefeated team in Cha-
tham County at 15-0. The 
Knights are currently 
the top boys team in the 
county both in points per 
game scored (71.4) and 
points per game allowed 
(32.4). 

Chatham Charter re-
turns to the court Friday 
night at home against 
Research Triangle at 7:30 
p.m.

Outside of  Chatham 
Charter and Northwood, 
the only other boys team 
to compete in a holiday 
tournament last week 
was Seaforth, which lost 
both games it played at 
the Chick-fil-A Classic in 
Lexington, S.C. 

WINS
Continued from page B1

See WINS, page B5

Chatham Land Team: Rotarians 
Lonnie E. West & Julie Boone Cummins

Mark your calendar!
The Rotary Club of 

Pittsboro is excited to 
announce our fi rst guest 

speaker of 2023, Melinda 
Walker from Wolfspeed.  

You won’t want to miss 
hearing what she has to say 

about what’s coming to Chatham County! Talk to 
your Rotary friends about attending or join us as a 
guest on JANUARY 11 at noon at Pittsboro’s own, 

Postal Fish Company. 

Walker from 

hearing what she has to say 



and mentor a new start-
ing quarterback who can 
become the face of  the 
franchise.

The Panthers have 
never really had an 
offensive-minded head 
coach, per se. After 
playing under defensive 
guru John Fox from 2002 
to 2010, Carolina hired de-
fensive coordinator Ron 
Rivera to become its next 
head coach. Both Fox and 
Rivera had varying levels 
of  success, each coaching 
the Panthers to a Super 
Bowl appearance, but 
even the best team’s they 
coached — including the 
one led by 2015 MVP Cam 
Newton — always leaned 
on their defense to set the 
tone.

The introduction 
of  new concepts and 
rules into the NFL over 
the past decade have 
undoubtedly benefited 
offenses, but Carolina 
always seems a step be-
hind the pack in terms of  
having a schematic edge 
over their opponent.

What Carolina needs 
is an offensive mind, and 
at the top of  my wish list 
for the team is Buffalo 
offensive coordinator Ken 
Dorsey.

A former starting quar-
terback at the University 
of  Miami, Dorsey already 
has experience working 
in Charlotte. After start-
ing as a scouting intern 
in 2011-12, he officially 
joined the Panthers staff 
as their quarterbacks 
coach in 2013. During his 

time with the Panthers, 
he helped develop Cam 
Newton into one of  the 
top dual-threat quarter-
backs in the entire NFL.

After a one-year hiatus 
in 2018, Dorsey returned 
to coaching in 2019 as 
the quarterbacks coach 
in Buffalo under former 
Panthers defensive coor-
dinator Sean McDermott. 
Over the past several 
seasons, Dorsey has been 
partly responsible from 
turning Josh Allen from 
an inaccurate gunsling-
er to a perennial MVP 
candidate.

This year’s Bills rank 
fourth in the league in 
total offense (381.4 yards 
per game) and ninth in 
passing offense (243.3). 
Despite Allen dealing 
with an elbow injury, 
Dorsey has constructed 
an offense that has been 
able to withstand any 
adversity that has come 
their way.

If  the Panthers are 
able to convince Dors-
ey to return, the next 
step in completing their 
rebuild will be finding 
a new quarterback. For 
as solid as Sam Darnold 
has been the last month 
of  the season, he is not a 
difference-maker at the 
position, and in today’s 
NFL, you either have a 
guy you can depend on 
in the playoffs, or you’re 
actively searching for 
that guy.

If  Carolina loses in 
Week 18 to the Saints, 
they’ll lock in a top-10 
pick in the 2023 NFL 
Draft. Whatever hap-
pens over these next few 
months, the Panthers 

need to put themselves 
in position to take one of  
the top players available 
at quarterback in this 
year’s class.

While Alabama’s Bryce 
Young is the current 
favorite to go No. 1 over-
all, several other teams 
slated inside the top 
five — Arizona, Seattle 
and Detroit — aren’t in 
desperate need of  a new 
quarterback, and might 
be willing to trade down 
with the Panthers to ac-
quire more draft capital.

If  I’m Carolina, I’m 
doing everything I can 
to draft C.J. Stroud, the 
Ohio State quarterback 
who will likely be the No. 
2 ranked prospect at the 
position come draft time.

Stroud has had his ups 
and downs this year, but 
he ended the season on 
an extreme high note 
with a 348-yard, four 
touchdown performance 
in a losing effort against 
No. 1 Georgia in the 
College Football Playoff 
Semifinals on New Year’s 
Eve.

If  the Panthers can 
somehow bag both 
Dorsey and Stroud, it will 
assuredly do wonders to 
team’s rebuilding effort, 
as well as appease fans 
who have been clamoring 
for a bit of  good news 
after several seasons wal-
lowing in mediocrity.

Fans like me.
Please.

Sports Editor Jeremy 
Vernon can be reached 
at jeremy@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @
jbo_vernon.  
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The Hawks opened the 
showcase with a 29-point 
loss to Richland Southeast 
(S.C.) before falling to 
Cardinal Newman (S.C.), 
83-55, in their final game. 

Leading the charge for 
Seaforth was junior center 
Jarin Stevenson, who av-
eraged 23.0 points and 8.0 
rebounds over the course 
of the tournament and 
totaled 29 in the Hawks’ 
second game against 
Cardinal Newman. For the 
season, Stevenson — the 
No. 1 player in N.C. in the 
Class of 2024, according to 
247Sports — is averaging 
20.9 points, 10.9 rebounds 
and 3.0 blocks per game.

Entering Tuesday 
night’s game against Cha-
tham Central (after press 
time), the Hawks were 7-4 
overall. Last year — Sea-
forth’s first as a program 
— they began the year 
6-5 in their first 11 games 
before finishing the year 
12-10 overall.

Sports Editor Jeremy 
Vernon can be reached 
at jeremy@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @
jbo_vernon.  
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Council on Aging 
host open house in 

Pittsboro 
The Eastern Chatham 

Senior Center, 365 Hwy. 
87 North, Pittsboro, will 
hold an open house from 
2 to 4 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Jan. 18. 

Renovated and re-
opened to the public in 
August 2022, the public is 
invited to learn about the 
offerings of  the Chatham 
County Council on Aging, 
including its exercise, 

fitness and educational 
programming. For more 
information, contact 
Eastern Center manager 
Liz Lahti at 919-542-4512 
or email liz.lahti@cha-
thamcountync.gov.

Deadline is Jan. 31 
to apply for RISE 

Program

SANFORD — Are you 
thinking about starting 
a new business? Or have 

you been in business less 
than two years?

The RISE (Real In-
vestment in Sanford 
Entrepreneurs) Program 
introduces entrepreneurs 
and existing business 
owners to the concepts 
and practices that will 
give interested individu-
als the tools necessary for 
business success.

This eight-class 
program begins Feb. 27 
and ends March 29, with 
classes from 6 to 9 p.m. 
on Mondays and Wednes-

days at the Dennis A. 
Wicker Civic & Confer-
ence Center in Sanford.

At the end of  the pro-
gram, each participant 
should have produced 
a basic small business 
plan, and will have the 
opportunity to present 
their plan and business 
concept to a team of  busi-
ness professionals.

All attendees must 
apply online. Classes are 
free, but participants 
must be pre-registered 
and approved to be 
guaranteed a space. The 
deadline to apply is Jan. 
31. Class size is limited to 
12 individuals.

The RISE Program is 
an entrepreneur-develop-
ment program presented 
by the Central Carolina 
Community College 
Small Business Center, 
Downtown Sanford, Inc., 
and the Sanford Area 
Growth Alliance Cham-
ber of  Commerce.

Learn more and regis-
ter at www.leesbc.com/
rise/. Or, for more infor-
mation, call the CCCC 
Small Business Center at 

919-718-7544.

Church to host 
Citizens In Action 

event

SILER CITY — Holy 
Trinity United Holy 
Church will host the Cit-
izens In Action program 
celebrating the legacy of  
Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr.

The event is scheduled 
for 3 p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 
15, at the church, located 
at 309 Trinity St.

The Rev. Corine Mack, 
president of  Char-
lotte-Mecklenburg Coun-
ty NAACP branch, will be 
the featured speaker.

New License Plate 
Agency to open in 

Stanly County

The N.C. Division of  
Motor Vehicles opened a 
new license plate agen-
cy in Stanly County on 
Wednesday.

The agency is located 
at 814 N.C. Hwy. 24-27 
Bypass East, Unit 1, in 
Albemarle at the Albe-
marle Crossing Shopping 
Center and is open from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, except 
on state holidays. The 
agency will be operated 
by Kim Love.

The new agency replac-
es a previous agency in 
Albemarle that closed in 
February.

In North Carolina, 
NCDMV oversees LPAs, 
but the agencies are man-
aged by private business-
es or local governments.

LPAs offer vehicle 
registration services and 
title transactions, as well 
as vehicle license plate 
renewals, replacement 
tags, handicap placards 
and duplicate registra-
tions. There are cur-
rently 126 license plate 
agencies operating across 
North Carolina.

Services such as prop-
erty tax payments and 
registration renewals can 
also be completed online 
at www.MyNCDMV.gov.

NEWS BRIEFS

Pittsboro

Chad Virgil, CFP®, ChFC®, CLU®

630 East St Suite 2
919-545-5669

Pittsboro

Lee Shanklin, AAMS®

120 Lowes Drive Suite 107
919-545-0125

Governors Club

Sharon A Dickens, AAMS®

50101 Governors Dr Suite 118
919-967-9968

Fearrington

Kathy Brommage, CFP®

190 Chatham Downs Drive
Suite 103
919-960-6119

Penguin Place

Eric C Williams, AAMS®

114 Russet Run Suite 120
919-542-3020

Pittsboro

Kevin C Maley, AAMS®

984 Thompson St Suite E2
919-444-2961

Chapel Hill

Jessica L Villagrana
180 Providence Rd
Suite 1c
984-219-6635

Siler City

Laura Clapp, CFP®, AAMS™
301 E Raleigh St
919-663-1051

edwardjones.com     Member SIPC

Time For New Year’s  
Financial Resolutions



REAL ESTATE
LEARN ABOUT LAND - Chatham 
Land Experts - www.learn-
aboutland.com - 919-362-6999. 
Jy2,tfnc 

OFFICE SPACE RENT
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT, Ap-
proximately 2,000 sq. ft. recep-
tion area, conference room, 
six offices, kitchenette and 
restrooms. Siler Business Park, 
919-930-1650. Jn15,tfnc        

RENTAL APARTMENTS 
POWELL SPRINGS APTS. Ever-
green Construction introduces 
its newest independent living 
community for adults 55 years 
or older, 1 and 2 bedroom 
applications now being ac-
cepted. Office hours: Tuesday 
and Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Call 919-533-6319 for more 
information, TDD #1-800-735-
2962, Equal housing opportu-
nity, Handicapped accessible, 
A2,tfnc

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
now for one bedroom apart-
ments, adults 55 years or old-
er. Water included, appliances 
furnished, on-site laundry, ele-
vator, keyless entry. Section 8 
accepted. No security deposit. 
Application fee $25 per adult. 
Call Braxton Manor, 919-663-
1877. Handicap accessible. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. 
Jy14,tfnc

FOR SALE
USED GOKART, 4 horsepower 
engine, runs good, two-seater, 
disc brakes, needs work, $600 
or best offer. 919-227-6698

INGERSOL RAND Air Compres-
sor, 5 H.P. 2-Stage, 80 gal. tank, 
Like New, $750.-- Craftsman 
Roll Away with top chest com-
plete with mechanics tools, 
Asking $1,400.  Call 336-233-
1361, J5,12,19,26,4tp  

FIREWOOD FOR SALE - Dry, 
ready to burn. Call 919-742-
4561, J5,12,19,26,4tx

TV ANTENNAS - Come by 
MacPage Communications at 
102 N Third Avenue, Siler City, 
919-227-6698, J5,J12,19,26,2tc

AUCTIONS
RICKY ELLINGTON AUCTION-
EERS - Equipment, business, 
liquidation, estates, land, 
houses, antiques, personal 
property, coins, furniture, con-
signments, benefits, etc., NCAL 
#7706, 919-548-3684, 919-663-
3556, rickyellingtonauctions@
yahoo.com, J6,tfnc

AUCTIONEER SCOTT L. HAR-
RIS at JHA. One Call...We sell 
it all!!! Real estate, personal 
property, estate settlement, 
farms & land, business liquida-
tion. JHA has been conducting 
auctions in the state of NC 
since 1989. Fully licensed Real 
Estate and Auction Firm. NCAL 
#8420 Firm #8086 www.Jerry-
HarrisAuction.com, 919-498-
4077, J6,tfnc 

SERVICES
RAINBOW WATER FILTERED 
VACUUMS, Alice Cox, Cox’s 
Distributing - Rainbow - Cell: 
919-548-4314, Sales, Services, 
Supplies. Serving public for 35 
years. Rada Cutlery also avail-
able. Au26,tfnc

AUTO BROKERS RECYCLERS 
- Cash paid for Junk/Wrecked 
vehicles. Call 919-545-0194. 
My13,tfnc

JUNK CARS PICKED UP Free of 
charge. Due to many months 
of low steel prices and unsta-
ble steel markets, we cannot 
pay for cars at this time. Cars, 
trucks, and machinery will be 
transported and environmen-
tally correctly recycled at no 
charge. 919-542-2803. A2,tfnc

LETT’S TREE SERVICE - tree 
removal, stump grinding, lot 
clearing. Visa & Master Card 
accepted. Timber. Free esti-
mates. 919-258-3594 N9,tfnc  

HELP WANTED
FOOD SERVICES STAFF, 
Pittsboro Christian Village 
is accepting applications for 
Server, Pantry Cook, and Cook. 
Apply in person 8:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Monday – Friday, at 1825 
East St. in Pittsboro. Jy14,tfnc 

LEGALS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 673
All persons having claims 
against ANDREW ANTHONY 
AMARANTE, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 15th day of 
March, 2023, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 

asked to make immediate 
payment.       
This the 15th day of December, 
2022.
John Phillip Amarante, Exec-
utor
110 Swiss Lake Drive
Cary, NC 27513

D15,D22,D29,J5,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHATHAM 
THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 2nd day of 
December, 2022, as Executor 
of the ESTATE OF PATRICIA 
B. LEARNED A/K/A PATRICIA 
LOU LEARNED, Deceased, 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, does hereby notify all 
persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against 
said Estate to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 16th day of March, 2023, 
or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All per-
sons indebted to said Estate 
will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
This, the 15th day of Decem-
ber, 2022.
TONI G. CONSTANT, EXECUTOR 
ESTATE OF PATRICIA B. 
LEARNED
A/K/A PATRICIA LOU LEARNED
C/O Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549fDurham, 
North Carolina  27717

D15,D22,D29,J5,4tc

CREDITOR’S NOTICE
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified on the 31st 
day of October, 2022, as 
Administrator of the Estate 
of MADELEINE HAMMILL, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, this is 
to notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the decedent to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 22nd day of 
March, 2022, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their re-
covery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
estate should make immediate 
payment.
This the 22nd day of December 
2022.
W. Woods Doster, Administra-
tor of the 
Estate of Madeleine Hammill
206 Hawkins Avenue
Sanford, N.C. 27330
Attorneys: 
Law Offices of W. Woods 
Doster, P.A.
206 Hawkins Avenue
Sanford, N.C. 27330

D22,D29,J5,J12,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Adminis-
trator of the Estate of IRENE 
GRANTHAM SMITH aka IRENE 
LAURA GRANTHAM SMITH, 
late of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, the undersigned 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate of 
the decedent to exhibit them 
to the undersigned at the 
office of Ivey & Eggleston, 
Attorneys at Law, 111 Worth 
Street, Asheboro, North 
Carolina 27203, on or before 
March 24, 2023, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.  All persons, firms or 
corporations indebted to said 
estate should make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
This 22nd day of December, 
2022.
Kathy Ellen Smith, Administra-
tor of the 
Estate of Irene Grantham 
Smith  
 aka Irene Laura 
Grantham Smith    
BENJAMIN SCOTT WARREN, 
Attorney 
IVEY & EGGLESTON,
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
111 Worth Street
Asheboro, NC  27203
(336) 625-3043

D22,D29,J5,J12,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 000679
All persons having claims 
against CYNTHIA GALE 
THOMPSON, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 22nd day of 
March, 2023, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment.       
This the 22nd day of Decem-
ber, 2022.

Steven Andre Page, Adminis-
trator 

205 Springdale Drive

Pittsboro, NC 27312

D22,D29,J5,J12,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
22 E 662
The undersigned, having 
qualified as Executor of the 
Estate of VIVIAN F. ROVER, 

late of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, notifies all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate of 
said deceased to present them 
to the undersigned at his ad-
dress, 196 Johnny Burke Road, 
Pittsboro, North Carolina, 
27312, on or before the 22nd 
day of March, 2023, or this 
Notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery.  All per-
sons indebted to said estate 
will please make immediate 
payment.
This 15th day of December, 
2022.
 Rodney T. Rover, 
Executor
 196 Johnny Burke 
Road
 Pittsboro, North 
Carolina 27312
GUNN & MESSICK, PLLC
P. O. Box 880
Pittsboro, North Carolina   
27312-0880

D22,D29,J5,J12,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
All persons, firms, and corpo-
rations having claims against 
CYNTHIA JOAN LYMAN, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 22nd day of March, 2023, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 22nd day of December 
2023.
Ethan Lyman Haynes, Admin-
istrator
620 Silver Spring Circle
Colorado Springs, CO 80919
c/o John M. Perna, Attorney 
at Law
202 Davis Grove Circle, Suite 
105
Cary, N.C. 27519

D22,D29,J5,J12,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
ALL PERSONS, firms and 
corporations holding claims 
against PAMELA ANN LOPEZ, 
deceased, of Chatham County, 
NC are notified to exhibit 
same to the undersigned on 
or before April 3, 2023, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar 
of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.  
This 29th day of December, 
2022.  
Joseph Lopez, Exec. 
c/o Clarity Legal Group 
PO BOX 2207 
Chapel Hill, NC 27515

D29,J5,J12,J19,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
FILE # 22 E 636
The undersigned, having quali-
fied as Executrix for the Estate 
of RYNOLD CONWAY FOXX, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, this is 
to notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate to present 
such claims to the under-
signed Executrix c/o Ralph 
A. Evans, Attorney At Law, at 
P.O. Box 1145, Liberty, North 
Carolina 27298 on or before 
March 29, 2023 or this Notice 
will be plead in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to the estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 21st day of December, 
2022.
Joe Ann Foxx, Executrix
45 Crestview Rd.  
Siler City, NC 27344
c/o Ralph A. Evans
Attorney At Law
P.O. Box 1145
Liberty, NC 27298
(336) 622-5320

D29,J5,J12,J19,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
22-E-698
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, Frederick 
W. Miller, having qualified as 
Administrator of the Estate 
of BRIAN PHILLIP MOORE, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, this is to notify all 
persons having claims against 
said estate to present them to 
the undersigned on or before 
the day of March 29th, 2023, or 
this notice will be plead in bar 
of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said estate will 
please make immediate pay-

ment to the undersigned.
This the 29th of December, 
2022.
Frederick W. Miller, Adminis-
trator
c/o Marie H. Hopper,
Attorney for the Estate
Hopper Cummings, PLLC
Post Office Box 1455
Pittsboro, NC 27312

D29,J5,J12,J19,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
22-E-680
All persons having claims 
against JOHN COOPER, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 29th day of March, 2023, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 27th day of December, 
2022.
David Samuel Cooper, Exec-
utor
PO Box 1824
Pittsboro, NC 27312

D29,J5,J12,J19,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
ALL PERSONS, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against MICHAEL WAYNE 
LEMMOND, deceased, of 
Chatham County, N.C., are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
March 29, 2023, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 29th of December, 
2022. 
Monica Elizabeth Lemmon, 
Executor of the 
Estate of Michael Wayne 
Lemmond
 c/o Paul A. Yokabitus, Attor-
ney
1033 Wade Avenue, Suite 104 
Raleigh, NC 27605.

D29,J5,J12,J19,4tc

TOWN OF SILER CITY, LEGISLA-
TIVE HEARING NOTICE  
The Board of Commissioners 
will conduct a legislative hear-
ing on Jan. 17, 2023 at 6:30pm 
in the in the multipurpose 
room of the Wren Memori-
al Library located at 500 N. 
2nd Ave. Legislative hearing 
and Board discussion will be 
conducted on the following 
requests:
1. Jacqueline Headen & Chris-
tian Lenoir request to rezone 
1.270 acres from Residential-10 
(R-10) to General-Commer-
cial-Conditional (G-C-C).  The 
proposed use is a restaurant 
(including carry out, delivery 
service, consumption outside 
enclosed structure). The 
subject property is located at 
1111 Alston Bridge Rd. and is 
identified as parcel # 70152.
2. Mark Clark request to 
rezone 2.85 acres from Agri-
culture-Residential (A-R) to 
Highway-Commercial-Condi-
tional (H-C-C). The proposed 
use is sale and manufacture 
(of goods, merchandise, 
equipment) and motor vehicle 
(sales, rental, repair, mainte-
nance). The subject property is 
located at 11330 US 64 W. and 
is identified as parcel # 11756, 
72008.
3. Mid-State Development Cen-
ter LLC request to rezone 96.44 
acres from Agricultural-Res-
idential (A-R) to Heavy-In-
dustrial (H-I). The subject 
property is located along the 
Stockyard Rd., Bish Rd. and 
railroad and is identified as 
parcel # 12876, 12716, 12726, 
12722, 12885, 12720, 81045, 
12878, 69027, 73262, 12880.
4. Siler City Pentecostal 
Holiness Church request 
to rezone 9.056 acres from 
Agricultural-Residential (A-R) 
to Highway-Commercial (H-
C).  The subject property is 
located at 17475 US 64 W. and 
is identified as parcel # 62747, 
62772, 62749.
The proposed item is available 
for review by contacting Jack 
Meadows at jmeadows@siler-
city.org or 919-742-2323. All 
persons interested in the out-
come of the item are invited to 
attend the legislative hearing 
and present comments, 
testimony, and exhibits on the 
above referenced item. The 
Planning Board will meet on 
Jan. 9 @ 6:30 pm to consider a 
recommendation to the Board 
of Commissioners.

The Town of Siler City as an 
Equal Opportunity Employ-
er, invites the submission 
of proposals from minority 
and women-owned firms and 
certified Section 3 business 
concerns if the contract is over 
$100,000 for non-construction 
contracts. The Town of Siler 
City will make appropriate 
arrangements to ensure that 
disabled persons are provided 
other accommodations, such 
arrangements may include, 
but are not limited to, provid-
ing interpreters for the deaf, 
providing taped cassettes 
of materials for the blind, 
or assuring a barrier-free 
location for the proceedings. 
This information is available in 
Spanish or any other language 
upon request. Please contact 
Tammy Wicker at 919-726-
8625, 311 North Second Ave-
nue, Siler City, North Carolina 
27344, or twicker@silercity.
org for accommodations for 
this request. Esta información 
está disponible en español o 
en cualquier otro idioma bajo 
petición. Por favor, póngase en 
contacto con Tammy Wicker 
al twicker@silercity.org o 919-
726-8625 o en 311 North Sec-
ond Avenue, Siler City, North 
Carolina 27344 de alojamiento 
para esta solicitud.
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE  
A public hearing will be held 
by the Chatham County Board 
of Commissioners on Tuesday, 
January 17, 2023, beginning at 
6:00 p.m. The hearing will be 
held at the Chatham County 
Agriculture and Conference 
Center, 1192 US 64W Business, 

Pittsboro NC 27312.
Additional information is avail-
able at the Chatham County 
Planning Department office. 
Speakers are requested to sign 
up at the meeting prior to the 
hearing. You may also sign up 
on the county website prior to 
the meeting at www.chatham-
countync.gov by selecting the 
heading County Government, 
then Commissioner Meetings, 
then Public Input/Hearing Sign 
Up. The public hearing may be 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE FOR $5 PER WEEK. CALL 919-663-3232 
Up to 25 words — additional words 20¢ each

PLUS: Your ad is posted on chathamnewsrecord.com for FREE!

CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION
Line ad deadline  
Tuesday — Noon
Display ad deadline  
Monday — 5 p.m.
Rates and payment
Minimum charge of 
$5 for each classified 
advertisement of 25 words 
or less per week.  For each 
additional word, no matter 
how many insertions, add 
20¢ per word. Payable in 
advance.
Blind ads
No information will be 
given out by this office 
to the identity of person 
placing “keyed” or “blind” 
ads.
Errors
In advertisements that run 
more than one week, we 
are responsible for errors 
appearing in the first 
week only. If you find an 
error in your ad, report it 
immediately.
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Visit www.chathamnc.org  
and click on Jobs 

Career       
Opportunities 

Available  
Visit www.chathamcountync.gov

and click Jobs.

ALL SHIFTS
CALL: 919-542-3151

Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
for appointment to complete

application and interview.
Pittsboro Christian Village

1825 East Street, Pittsboro, NC

HIRING CNA’s

Now accepting applications for 2BR, 1.5BA
Range, refrigerator, dishwasher are included in the 

rent. Rent starts at $630 and up.
400 Honeysuckle Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312

919-542-5410
TDD 1-800-735-2962

Email: pittsborovillage@ECCMGT.com
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

APARTMENTS

(919) 545-0412 

RogersAuction.com

AUCTION
160+/- Acres Divided into 
8 Tracts of 8-30 Acres!
- Buy 1 or Combination -

Register & Bid Online 1/3/23-1/17/23  

Homesites/Pastureland/Development 
Potential

*Residential & Agricultural 
Estate of the Late Mr. David A. Kopf 

& Dr. Myra Collins (Moved to Assisted Living)
1838 Alex Cockman Rd. & 460 Elmer 

Keck Rd, Pittsboro, NC
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continued to another date at 
the discretion of the Board of 
Commissioners. 
The purpose of the Public 
Hearing is to receive input, 
both written and oral, on the 
issues listed below:
1. A legislative public hearing 
requested by The Leads Group, 
PA on behalf of Aaron Horton 
Toothbrush LLC to rezone Par-
cel 18493 from R-1 Residential 
to General Use Light Industrial 
being approximately 4.04 
acres, located at 27 Mt View 
Church Rd., Oakland Township.
2. A legislative public hearing 
requested by Hardip Dhillon on 
Parcels 5336, 5584, 84340, and 
5577 to rezone from R-1 Resi-
dential and MH-NC to General 
Use Neighborhood Business 
(NB) totaling approximately 
15.25 acres, located on Old US 
1, Cape Fear Township.
3. A legislative public hearing 
requested by Hardip Dhillon 
on Parcels 5333, 5517, 5521, 

and 5520 to rezone from R-1 
Residential and B-1 Business 
to General Use Neighborhood 
Business (NB) totaling approxi-
mately 16 acres, located on 
Old US 1, Cape Fear Township.
Testimony is required to be 
given under oath during the 
evidentiary hearing for the 
following item: Quasi-Judicial 
Request:
1. A quasi-judicial evidentiary 
public hearing for a Special 
Use Permit for Fitch Creations 
for a new Planned Residential 
Development on Parcel 95264, 
being 51.765 acres located 
off Big Hole Rd., for 43 lots, 
Williams Township.
Substantial changes may be 
made following the public 
hearing due to verbal or 
written comments received or 
based on the Board’s discus-
sions.
Notice to people with special 
needs: If you have an audio 
or visual impairment, unique 

accessibility requirements or 
need language assistance, 
please call the number listed 
below prior to the hearing and 
assistance may be provided.
If you have any questions 
or comments concerning 
these issues, please call the 
Chatham County Planning De-
partment at 542-8204 or write 
to P.O. Box 54, Pittsboro N.C.  
27312. 
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as Admin-
istrator of the Estate of 
ALFONZA CARRINGTON, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, the undersigned 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate of 
said decedent to exhibit them 
to the undersigned on or be-
fore the 7th day of April, 2023 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations 
indebted to the said estate 
will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
This the 5th day of January, 
2023.
Ledora Annette Hackney
Administrator of the Estate of 
Alfonza Carrington
35 Prestonwood Drive
Pittsboro, NC  27312
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
ALL PERSONS, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against MANAL DANIEL 
SOLIMAN, deceased, of Alex-
andria, Egypt, are notified to 
exhibit the same to the un-
dersigned on or before April 
6th, 2023, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the Decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This 5th day of January, 2023.  
Arja Helena Soliman, Exec-
utor, 
c/o Elizabeth K. Arias, Esq.,
Womble Bond Dickinson (US) 
LLP 
555 Fayetteville Street, Suite 
1100
Raleigh, NC 27601 
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AMENDED NOTICE OF FORE-
CLOSURE SALE 

NORTH CAROLINA 
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 SP 56
Under and by virtue of a Pow-
er of Sale contained in that 
certain Deed of Trust execut-
ed by Dennis B. Gilmore to 
William R. Echols, Trustee(s), 
which was dated September 
30, 2011 and recorded on Oc-
tober 3, 2011 in Book 1584 at 
Page 1110, Chatham County 
Registry, North Carolina.
Default having been made of 
the note thereby secured by 
the said Deed of Trust and 
the undersigned, Trustee 
Services of Carolina, LLC, 
having been substituted 
as Trustee in said Deed of 
Trust, and the holder of the 
note evidencing said default 
having directed that the 
Deed of Trust be foreclosed, 
the undersigned Substitute 
Trustee will offer for sale at 
the courthouse door of the 
county courthouse where the 
property is located, or the 
usual and customary location 
at the county courthouse 
for conducting the sale on 
January 18, 2023 at 01:00 PM, 
and will sell to the highest 
bidder for cash the following 
described property situated 
in Chatham County, North 
Carolina, to wit:
TRACT ONE: BEGINNING at 
an iron stake on South side 
of Mrs. Lillie C. Markham 
Drive in an old road in Robert 
Phillips line and running 
thence with Lillie C. Markham 
line South 89 degrees East 
with said Markham line 
200 feet to iron stake, said 
Markham corner; thence 
with said Markham line 
North 2 degrees 30 minutes 
West 200 feet to iron stake 
in Billy Joe Phillips line; 
thence with his line North 
89 degrees West 200 feet 
to iron stake center line old 
road his corner; thence with 
Robert Phillips line, South 2 
degrees, 30 minutes East 200 
feet to the beginning station, 
and containing ninety one 
hundredths (0.91) of an acre, 
according to survey made Oc-
tober, 1968, by R. H. Hancock, 
Surveyor.
TRACT TWO: ADJOINING the 
lands of Billy Joe Phillips, 
Tony Tucker and Myrtle Potts 
and BEGINNING at a point 
on the east side of SR 1006, 
same being Billy Joe Phillips 
corner; and running South 80 
degrees East 229 feet to an 
iron stake in Tony Tucker’s 

line; thence with Tucker’s line 
South 2 degrees East 200 feet 
to an iron stake in the North-
ern line of Markham’s drive; 
thence North 89 degrees 
West crossing to the South 
side of Markham’s drive 234 
feet to an iron stake in the 
East side of SR 1006; thence 
with the eastern line of 
said road North 1 degree 30 
minutes East 220 feet to the 
BEGINNING containing 1.11 
acres, more or less.
Save and except any releas-
es, deeds of release or prior 
conveyances of record.
Said property is commonly 
known as 8853 Siler City 
Glendon Rd, Bear Creek, NC 
27207. 
 A certified check only (no 
personal checks) of five 
percent (5%) of the purchase 
price, or Seven Hundred Fifty 
Dollars ($750.00), whichever 
is greater, will be required at 
the time of the sale.  Fol-
lowing the expiration of the 
statutory upset bid period, all 
the remaining amounts are 
immediately due and owing.  
THIRD PARTY PURCHASERS 
MUST PAY THE EXCISE TAX 
AND THE RECORDING COSTS 
FOR THEIR DEED.
Said property to be offered 
pursuant to this Notice of 
Sale is being offered for sale, 
transfer and conveyance “AS 
IS WHERE IS.”  There are no 
representations of warranty 
relating to the title or any 
physical, environmental, 
health or safety conditions 
existing in, on, at, or relating 
to the property being offered 
for sale.  This sale is made 
subject to all prior liens, 
unpaid taxes, any unpaid land 
transfer taxes, special as-
sessments, easements, rights 
of way, deeds of release, and 
any other encumbrances or 
exceptions of record.  To the 
best of the knowledge and 
belief of the undersigned, the 
current owner(s) of the prop-
erty is/are Dennis B. Gilmore.
An Order for possession of 
the property may be issued 
pursuant to G.S. 45-21.29 in 
favor of the purchaser and 
against the party or parties 
in possession by the clerk of 
superior court of the county 
in which the property is sold.  
Any person who occupies the 
property pursuant to a rental 
agreement entered into or 
renewed on or after October 
1, 2007, may, after receiving 
the notice of sale, terminate 
the rental agreement by 
providing written notice of 
termination to the landlord, 
to be effective on a date 
stated in the notice that is 
at least 10 days, but no more 
than 90 days after the sale 
date contained in the notice 
of sale, provided that the 
mortgagor has not cured the 
default at the time the tenant 
provides the notice of termi-
nation [NCGS § 45-21.16A(b)
(2)].  Upon termination of a 
rental agreement, the tenant 
is liable for rent due under 
the rental agreement prorat-
ed to the effective date of the 
termination.
If the trustee is unable to 
convey title to this proper-
ty for any reason, the sole 
remedy of the purchaser is 
the return of the deposit.  
Reasons of such inability 
to convey include, but are 
not limited to, the filing of a 
bankruptcy petition prior to 
the confirmation of the sale 
and reinstatement of the loan 
without the knowledge of the 
trustee.  If the validity of the 
sale is challenged by any par-
ty, the trustee, in their sole 
discretion, if they believe the 
challenge to have merit, may 
request the court to declare 
the sale to be void and return 
the deposit.  The purchaser 
will have no further remedy.
Trustee Services of Carolina, 
LLC
Substitute Trustee
Brock & Scott, PLLC
Attorneys for Trustee Ser-
vices of Carolina, LLC
5431 Oleander Drive Suite 200
Wilmington, NC 28403
PHONE: (910) 392-4988
FAX: (910) 392-8587
File No.: 22-05365-FC01
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
22-E-703
ALL PERSONS, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against THELMA WILHELM 
BAKER, deceased of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same 
to: Deirdre Baker, Adminis-
trator, 813 Ascot Ln, Raleigh, 
NC 27615 on or before April 
6, 2023 or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the Decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This 5th day of January, 2023
/s/ Diane A Wallis of Wallis 

Law Firm, P.A.,
Attorney for Deirdre Baker, 
Administrator 
of the Estate of Thelma Wil-
helm Baker
5500 McNeely Drive, Suite 
102,
Raleigh, NC 27612
919 783-8118
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 707
All persons having claims 
against TIMOTHY BUTCH 
WILSON, deceased, late of 
Chatham County, North Car-
olina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 6th day of 
April, 2023, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment.       
This the 5th day of January, 
2023.
Jacqueline Spinks Wilson, 
Executrix
145 Seaforth Landing Dr
Pittsboro, NC 27312
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SILER CITY SELF STORAGE 
PERSONAL PROPERTY SALE
Siler City Self Storage 
(“Lienor), P.O.Box 143, Siler 
City, North Carolina, will hold 
this public sale of personal 
property at its storage facility 
on Tuesday, January 17th, 
2023 at 10:00 A.M. in Siler 
City, NC. The sale will start 
at 1407 E. 11th St (behind Sir 
Pizza), then to 500 West 2nd 
St. (behind Maxway), then to 
1112 S. Chatham Ave.
The following persons and 
property at 1407 E. 11th St., 
Siler City, NC, are subject to 
this lien sale:
  Unit 1041, Shenika Alston
327 Duncan Farm Rd,
Siler City, NC 27344
  Unit 1-59, Kevin Burke
2121 Ralph Moore Rd
Bear Creek, NC 27207
  Unit 1056, Shaquille M. Fox
1210 Waterford St
Siler City, NC 27344
  Unit 1098, Micah Jenkins
5202 Bedrock Rd
Julian, NC 27283
  Unit 2008, Samantha John-
son
2527 Buffalo Church Rd, Unit 
#7
Sanford, NC 27330
  Unit 1017, Joshua Lassiter
6840 Stockyard Rd, Lot 31
Graham, NC 27253
  Unit 1060, Margaret McK-
eiver
911 12th St
Siler City, NC 27344
  Unit 1044, Shenea Whiting
103 Rose St
Hamlett, NC 28345
The following persons and 
property at 500 West 2nd St, 
Siler City, NC are subject to 
this lien sale:
  Unit 190, Adrian Alston
115 S Dogwood Ave
Siler City, NC 27344
  Unit 175, Eric Bair
106 Sunset Pl
Carrboro, NC 27510
  Unit 166, Fernando English
1736 Mandeville Ln
Los Angeles, Ca 90049
  Unit 106, Kristen Gordon
2400 Bowers Store Rd
Siler City, NC 27344
  Unit 159, Edith Lopez
343 Eden Hills Rd
Siler City, NC 27344
  Unit 108, Joy Smith
41 William Goins Dr
Siler City, NC 27344
The following persons and 
property at 1112 S. Chatham 
Ave., Siler City, NC are subject 
to this lien sale:
  Unit 244, Pattie Cromer
6853 NC Hwy 49N
Liberty, NC 27298
  Unit 322, Durwood Fuller
1206 April Loop
Siler City, NC 27344
J5,1tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 714
All persons having claims 
against ANDREW LOUIS 
RIPLEY, JR. , deceased, late of 
Chatham County, North Car-
olina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 6th day of 
April, 2023, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment.       
This the 5th day of January, 
2023.
Thomas R. Hayes, Co-Exec-
utor
2924 Reynolds Square
Winston Salem, NC 27106
Leslie L. Hayes, Co-Executor
2924 Reynolds Square
Winston-Salem, NC 27106
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HICKORY MOUNTAIN CHAPEL 
Hickory Mt. Chapel, formerly Hickory Mt. UMC, is 

at the same address, 201 Hadley Mill Road., Pittsboro, 
with the same people but a different name. Worship 
services are Sundays at 10 a.m. with Sunday School 
at 11. 

Everyone is welcome to attend and worship in orig-
inal Methodist tradition with Rev. Dr. William (Bill) 
Hart, leading.

HOLY TRINITY UNITED HOLY CHURCH
The church will host a Citizens In Action program 

celebrating the legacy of  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
The event is scheduled for 3 p.m. on Sunday, Jan-

uary 15, at the church, located at 309 Trinity Street, 
Siler City. 

The Rev. Corine Mack, president of  Char-
lotte-Mecklenburg County NAACP branch, will be 
the featured speaker.

CHURCH NEWS

STRONG AS STEEL WITH THE 
ATTRACTIVE LOOK OF VARIOUS 
ROOF STYLES

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

From Dimensional Shingles to classic styles 
reminiscent of Cedar Shake and Spanish Tile, an 
architectural roofi ng system by Erie Metal Roofs 
can enhance the beauty of your home while 
protecting your family and property for a lifetime.

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE 1-855-585-1815

Made in 
the USA

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with 
any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. 
This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, 
Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be 
available in your area. Offer expires March 31, 2023. If you call the number 
provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, 
email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers 
using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL 
list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeser-
vicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. NC License Number: 83195

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 3.31.23

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 938-0700

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

Prepare 
for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

PAYMENT OPTIONS

I BUY HOUSES, LOTS, 
LAND & MOBILE HOMES

Any condition · Anywhere 

(704) 285-0452

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only. 2The leading consumer 
reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard 
system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. Registration# 
0366920922 CSLB# 1035795 Registration# HIC.0649905 License# CBC056678 License# RCE-51604 Registration# C127230 License# 559544 Suff olk HIC  License# 
52229-H License# 2102212986 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 2106212946 License# MHIC111225 Registration# 176447 License# 423330 
Registration# IR731804 License# 50145 License# 408693 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# H-19114 License# 218294 Registration# PA069383 License# 
41354 License# 7656 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 423330 License# 2705169445 License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-649-1190CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A RD1

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

C O N N EC T S

FREE INTERNET

Qualify today for the Government 

Free Internet Program

CALL TODAY (877) 224-7739

Qualify today for the Government 

YOU QUALIFY  for Free Internet if you 

receive Housing Assistance, Medicaid, 

SNAP, WIC, Veterans Pension, 

Survivor Benefi ts, Lifeline and Tribal.

Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet with one time co-pay of $20

ACP program details can be found at www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq

When outdoors, your impact 
should be smaller than this ad.

YOUR AD can be promoted in multiple markets with one easy 
and affordable ad placement. Your ad will be published in 114 
NC newspapers for only $375. You reach 1.7 million readers 
with the North Carolina Statewide Classified Ad Network. Call 
this newspaper’s classified department at 919-663-3232 or 
visit www.ncpress.com.

ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Inogen 
One G4 is capable of full 24/7 
oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. FREE information kit. 
Call 866-579-0885

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
649-1190

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Call today for a FREE QUOTE 
from America’s Most Trusted 
Interstate Movers. Let us take 
the stress out of moving! Speak 
to a Relocation Specialist, call 
833-586-8395

Denied Social Security 
Disability?  Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed SSD and denied, our 
attorneys can help! Win or Pay 
Nothing! Strong, recent work 
history needed.  877-553-0252 
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC 
Principal Office: 224 Adams 
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award - 
even with smoking history. NO 
obligation! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help!! Call 
24/7, 844-641-0129

SAVE MONEY ON 
EXPENSIVE AUTO REPAIRS! 
Our vehicle service program 
can save you up to 60% off 
dealer prices and provides you 
excellent coverage! Call for 
a free quote:  877-324-4071  
(Mon-Fri :9am-4pm PST)

PROTECT YOUR HOME from 
pests safely and affordably. 
Pest, rodent, termite and 
mosquito control.  Call for a 
quote or inspection today 877-
593-6072

AUTO INSURANCE 
STARTING AT $49/ MONTH! 
Call for your fee rate 
comparison to see how much 
you can save!  Call:  833-472-
0580

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 
833-649-2292

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles 
and multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer - $500 
Discount + Additional 10% 
off install (for military, health 

workers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-855-
585-1815

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-855-931-
3643

Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Money 
Down + Low Monthly Payment 
Options. Request a FREE 
Quote – Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-844-
938-0700

Caring for an aging loved one? 
Wondering about options like 
senior-living communities and 
in-home care? Caring.com’s 
Family Advisors are here to 
help take the guesswork out 
of senior care for you and your 
family. Call for your FREE, no-
obligation consultation: 1-866-
327-0721

FREE high speed internet for 
those that qualify. Government 
program for recipients 
of select programs incl. 
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing 
Assistance, WIC, Veterans 
Pension, Survivor Benefits, 
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet 
service. Bonus offer: Android 
tablet FREE with one-time 
$20 copay. Free shipping & 
handling. Call Maxsip Telecom 
today! 1-877-224-7739

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 
350 plus procedures. Real 
dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-844-496-8601 www.
dental50plus.com/ncpress 
#6258

DISH Network. $64.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-877-920-7405

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts.
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free informational 
package and learn how to 
get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. Call 844-213-
6711

Statewide Classified
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‘TIS THE SEASON TO GIVE BACK

BOLD Foundation brings joy to local children  
in need with annual Holiday Cheer program

From the BOLD Foundation

CHAPEL HILL — BOLD 
Foundation is pleased to 
announce its Holiday Cheer 
charitable program has 
successfully delivered stuffed 
animals, toys, clothes, coats, 
blankets, games, bikes and 
smiles to underserved children 
in the local community. 

This year, the program was 
able to provide gifts for more 
than 220 children, marking 
another record number.

The Holiday Cheer pro-
gram is something everyone 
at BOLD Foundation looks 
forward to every year. The 
organization first became 
involved with the program 
when the founders learned 
the local school only had 
enough donors to purchase 
gifts for 30 of  the 117 children 
in need. That year, BOLD 
Foundation purchased gifts 
for the remaining 87 children 
— determined to ensure that 
no child in the school would 
go without gifts during the 
holiday season.

Since then, BOLD Founda-
tion has taken on the man-
agement of  the program in 
addition to purchasing all of  
the gifts. This is made possible 
through the support of  their 
affiliate companies, BOLD Real 
Estate and BOLD Construc-
tion, who make a donation to 
the Foundation with every 
home sale and construction 
project. The organization also 
partners with Governors Club 
Country Club and its Santa 
Open Golf  Tournament, which 
helps raise additional funds for 
the program.

Through BOLD’s partner-

ship with Chatham County 
Schools, the school counselor 
obtains wish lists from families 
in need, which often include 
items such as winter coats, 
blankets, warm clothing, toys 
and outdoor recreational 
equipment.

“Our team loves shopping for 
gifts for these children,” Chris 
Ehrenfeld, owner of  BOLD 
Companies, said. “The thought 
of  all the kids smiling faces on 
Christmas morning makes this 
truly special for our team.”

Ehrenfeld is a partner in 

Chatham Media Group LLC, 
which owns the News + Re-
cord.

He said the BOLD Founda-
tion is grateful for the opportu-
nity to bring holiday cheer to 
underserved children and their 
families in the community and 

looks forward to continuing 
the mission of  giving in the 
new year.

For more information on 
BOLD Foundation and how 
you can get involved, please 
visit their website at https://
www.beboldnc.org/.

Submitted photo

The BOLD Foundation’s Holiday Cheer program provided Christmas gifts for more than 220 local children. Employees and 
family members from Bold Real Estate and Governors Club Realty helped provide the gifts.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

866-495-1123

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Off er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete 
details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-
4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 
(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

Call today for all the details.

844-903-1784

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the services you’re most 
likely to use –

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
l

l

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

Fillings Crowns DenturesX-raysCleanings

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/chatham

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but
save more with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum
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Solution for the puzzle in last week’s edition.
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TEMPLETEMPLE              THEATRETHEATRE

Storms?  Accidents?  Fire!

CALL US AT 
919-918-0368Wanderlust

IS AHEAD

You have done amazing things. You’ve packed 
your stuff in a backpack and trekked across 
Europe. You’ve volunteered for the Peace 
Corps and slept in a tent. You have lived in an 
800 square foot apartment in the city. 
Your adventure doesn’t end at retirement.

SO WHAT’S STOPPING YOU?

VISIT GALLOWAYRIDGE.COM

SCAN HERE to take our 
“Rightsize your life” 

assessment.

Medical Direction Provided By
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CALL NC TRA VEL
919-742-2839 or  Email Amy: apugh@northcarolinatravel.net

105 N. Chatham Ave, Siler City, NC

MAKE YOUR NEW YEAR’S 
RESOLUTION TO TRAVEL!

LET NORTH CAROLINA TRAVEL PLAN 
YOUR DREAM VACATION!!



My, how fun

I was born with 
what I believe is a 
legitimate congeni-
tal defect.

The technical, 
Latin nomenclature 
for this is (or should 
be) Lingua Infans, or 
“Baby Tongue.”

Regardless of  
appetites or desires, 
the ingestion of  

fiery, spicy foods results in pain and 
distress for me. As a result, I can eat 
almost no Indian food, and Jamaican 
food scares the pants off me. Even a 
heavy-handed use of  black pepper 
can overwhelm.

I gotta tell you, Gentle Reader, for 
a food writer, it’s more than a little 
embarrassing some times.

Many people make fun of  this flaw, 
and inform me that it’s a matter of  
will; that if  I want to be a grown-up 

and eat spicy foods, I should just put 
on my big girl panties, and do it. Not 
true. I’d love to be able to tuck into a 
plate of  tikka masala, or some spicy 
nachos, but I am physically unable to 
do it.

But what I also don’t do is make 
a big deal out of  it. It’s my habañe-
ro-covered cross to bear, no one 
else’s. So when eating out I’ve be-
come very good at avoiding suspect 
menu items.

I think that’s one reason why I 
love Chinese food so much. While 

there are dishes with enough heat to 
really hurt me, they don’t comprise 
the bulk of  the menu. Other Asian 
cuisine, most notably Thai, are not 
so safe.

This week’s recipe is my home 
version of  Chicken Mei Fun — pro-
nounced “my fun.” It’s very similar 
to fried rice, but instead of  rice 
grains, angel hair pasta made from 
rice is used (find it in Asian markets 
and some grocery stores).

Thanks for your time.
Contact me at dm@bullcity.mom

CN+R ENTERTAINMENT
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DEBBIE 
MATTHEWS
The Curious 
Cook

Chicken Mei Fun
8 ounces rice vermicelli

Lay into a pot of very hot water, and soak for 20 minutes. After soaking, 
pour into a colander in which you’ve placed the spinach. This will wilt the spin-
ach and get it ready to toss into the stir fry.

Protein:
3 cups shredded rotisserie chicken
3 eggs, well beaten
2 tablespoons chives, chopped
2 teaspoons vegetable oil
Make an omelet with the eggs and 

chives. Cut into ½-inch strips and set 
aside for assembly.

Vegetables:
2 carrots, julienned
½ yellow onion, sliced thinly
8 ounces mushrooms
1 tablespoon vegetable oil

Aromatics:

3 cloves garlic, minced
2 tablespoons grated ginger
1 large shallot, diced

Sauce:
Whisk together:
3/4 cup soy sauce
2 tablespoons toasted sesame oil
1 tablespoon brown sugar
1 tablespoon cider vinegar
1 tablespoon Sherry

Finishing:
2 cups raw spinach
1 cup frozen peas, thawed

*Stir frying goes crazy fast once it gets started, so get all of your prep done 
before turning on the burner.

To cook:
If you don’t have a wok, get a very large, very heavy pot almost smoking 

hot. Add 1 tablespoon oil to the pan. Put in the carrots and mushrooms. Cook 
for a couple of minutes, and when all the liquid has released and cooked out, 
add onions. Cook for 30 seconds.

Stir in aromatics then immediately add the proteins. Pour in sauce and toss.
When coated, pour in noodles, spinach, and thawed peas. Gently mix to 

coat.
Serves 6-8.
I’ve eaten this from a few Chinese restaurants. But the more popular recipe 

is called Singapore Mei Fun. It’s a reflection of the Indian population living in 
Singapore, and this version has curry. As you can guess, because of my afflic-
tion, I do not have a good relationship with curry.

But if you would like, you are welcome to Singapore up this recipe with the 
addition of 1½ tablespoons curry powder and 3 dried bird’s eye chilis.

Bon Appetite, intrepid soul.

Courtesy of Debbie Matthews

Finished mei fun.

Adam Phillips, Miranda Parker, Mary Maloney, Gary Phillips, Jay Parker, Don Basnight, Ken Tunnell, Terri Turner, Crystal Fisher

We are cooperative, social-minded,
curious, inclusive, searching.

A niche firm with an environmental ethic.

Reach out to Weaver Street Realty
when it’s time for a change.

WeaverStreetRealty.com

919-929-5658  •  info@WeaverStreetRealty.com



B12   |   Chatham News + Record   |   JANUARY 5 - 11, 2023

GROW YOUR CAREER WITH MOUNTAIRE
Hiring on all shifts! 

M O U N T A I R E J O B S . C O M
1 1 0 0  E  T H I R D  S T R E E T  |  S I L E R  C I T Y  |  N C

4 4 1 1  W  G A T E  C I T Y  B L V D .  |  G R E E N S B O R O  |  N C
8  A M  -  5  P M  |  M O N D A Y  -  F R I D A Y

( 9 1 9 )  6 6 3 - 6 7 1 2

OUR BENEFITS INCLUDE:
On-site Health & Wellness Center
401(k) and profit sharing
Great benefits
Educational assistance
One week of vacation after 90 days
and additional week after 180 days
Employee discounts on chicken

General Labor starting at 
Industrial Maintenance positions
starting at                                     

        transportation to and from work
from Greensboro or High Point
Guaranteed on-site interviews

(starting pay increases for experience)


